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Submissions 

All articles, letters-to-the-editor, member announce- 
ments, classified ads, etc., should have NO PRINT COM- 
MANDS or soft hyphens. The submissions can be sent on 
diskette by mail (to FOG, P. 0. Box 3474, Daly City, CA, 
94015) or uploaded to to FOG RCP/M #6 at (415) 755-8315. 
This-is a special system which allows no downloading and 
is intended ONLY for submissions to this publication or to 
the disk library. No advance registration is required in order 
to upload to this system. lf you send your contribution on 
disc and specify the disc you would like, we will overwrite 
your disc with one from the library. 
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Commercial Advertising 

Commercial advertisements must be submitted as cam- 
era ready copy. Size limitations and rates, effective March, 
1985, for advertising are as follows: 

full page 7.5°x 9.5" $550.00 
half page 3.25" x 9.5" $300.00 
7.9" x 4” $325.00 
quarter page 3.25” x 4” $150.00 
eighth page = 3.25"x2” $ 75.00 
For Sale* 3.25” x 1” $ 25.00 
* Only one For Sale per member per month. 

For advertisers who wish to run ads in three sequential 
issues, it is possible to guarantee the existing rate. A maxi- 
mum of three months may be paid in advance, taking 
advantage of the rate in effect at the time the order is placed 
and paid in full, providing the ads are run in the subsequent 
three issues. The Board of Trustees will be reviewing the 
rates monthly and increasing them as the membership 
grows. 
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Submission Deadlines 
All material is due two months in advance of the month of 
publication. (February for the April issue). No exceptions 
will be made for advertising material. This is necessary if 
the FOGHORN is to be mailed before the first of the month. 
Articles which are not month-specific may be submitted at 
any time. Please, avoid the deadline rush; contribute early. 
Sees 8 & & 


Back Issues — Reprints 

Reprints of ALL back issues are available. Back issues 
from Volumes |, Il, and Ill are $1.50 per issue. Due to the 
increased size, back issues from Volume IV are $2.50 per 
issue. These charges include Third Class postage. Non U.S. 
members should include funds for AIRMAIL postage. Dona- 
tions of additional sums will be gratefully accepted. 

Not all issues are of value to new members. There were 
only 11 issues in Vol. | since we put out a combined issue for 
June and July, 1982. Vol. 1 No. 1 (October, 1981) was primar- 
ily a greeting and a plea for help in getting this group going. 
Vol. Il No. 3 (December, 1982) was a two page issue with 
holiday greetings and an advertisement for SuperGraphics. 

In late 1984, we put together a consolidated Volume I. 
This 56 page ‘‘Best of Volume |’ omitted’all advertising and 
some of the outdated articles. When the existing single is- 
sue copies from Volume | are exhausted, they will not be re- 
printed. The price for this “Best of Volume |” is $5.00 
including shipping. 

Each November issue includes a partial index to the pre- 
vious Volume. There are additional index files in the disk li- 
brary. To order back issues, send your order to the FOG 
office at: P. 0. Box 3474, Daly City, CA 94015-0474. 
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Copies of Library Disks 

‘FOG members may purchase copies of the library disks 
from the FOG office if copies cannot be obtained through 
their local group. Individual disks are $5.00 each. Bulk or- 
ders or 10 or more disks earn a discount of $1.00 per disk. 
NO blank disks may be sent into the office to have library 
disks copied onto them. 

Shipping and handling charges are $5.00 per order or ad- 
dress. This $5.00 charge must be included with every order. 
Please be sure to include your account-membership number. No 
disk orders will be shipped without this number. 

For a listing of the programs and files in the library, con- 
sult the library column starting with issue No. 1 of Vol. 2 
(except No. 3 — December, 1982). The section of the library 
called -FOG/LIB includes the librarians’ descriptions from 
the library column of each issue and a catalog program 
which lists the name and disk location of each program 
(without any descriptions). 

In response to the many requests, we have published a 
typeset guide to the library. This has the descriptions of ev- 
ery disk in the library as well as the guidelines for library 
use. It is a loose leaf, binder punched volume. This format 
was selected to facilitate updates. Each copy will be in a 
portfolio. The price is $5.00 which includes shipping by 3rd 
Class (surface mail). Update pages will be offered approxi- 
mately on a quarterly basis. 

Affiliated Members Organizations (AMO) may participate 
in a monthly update service. Only the librarian of an Affili- 
ated Member Organization may make arrangements to 
participate in this plan. Contact the FOG office, P. 0. Box 
3474, Daly City, CA, 94015 (phone 415-755-4140) for fur- 
ther details. New additions will be sent to participants in the 
monthly update service as soon as copies can be made. 
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Rebates to Affiliated Member Organizations 

Rebates of 25% of the membership rate ($24.00) will be 
made to Affiliated Member Organization (A.M.0.) on behalf 
of eligible members. In order for an A.M.0. group to receive 
the rebate, the member must specify which group shall re- 
Ceive the rebate. This designation may be made at any time 
during the membership year however, only one group may 
receive a rebate for a given member. 

No rebates will be made until a group is formally approved by 
the Board of Trustees as an Affiliated Member Organization. 

Application for Affiliated Member Organization status 
must be made in writing and must be accompanied by a list 
of the officers — names and FOG membership number — 


‘and a signed copy of the group bylaws. For further details, 


request an AMO information packet. 

Rebates will be paid within two weeks of the Board meet- 
ing at which the group receives its charter. Subsequent pay- 
ments will be made on a quarterly basis. Refer all questions 
about rebates to FOG, P. 0. Box 3474, Daly City, CA, 94015- 
0474. 

The Board of Trustees has approved a minor change in 
the rebate policy for groups who are Affiliate Member Orga- 
nizations. If the AMO has a checking account, the treasurer 
may collect membership dues for renewing or new members 
and forward only $18.00 (plus appropriate postal sur- 
charges) to FOG. This allows the group to have immediate 
access to the rebate funds. Please note that the two require- 
ments for this change will be strictly enforced. Wo personal 
checks will be accepted. 
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Change of Address 

To request a change of address, send the label from a re- 
cent FOGHORN together with the new address either in an 
envelope marked ‘CHANGE OF ADDRESS” or on a Postal 
Change of Address Card to FOG, P. 0. Box 3474, Daly City, 
CA, 94015-0474. Please allow at least 30 days for a change 
of address to be effective. 

You should also request that the post office forward any 
issues that arrive before your address change is posted. You 
must tell the post office that you will pay forwarding 
charges since bulk mail is NOT automatically forwarded. 

FOG cannot be responsible for additional postage charged be- 
cause a member delays sending in a change of address. 
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Additional Postage Charges 

Your membership in FOG ($24.00) covers delivery by 
Non-profit bulk mail. This rate is only available to members 
who have bulk mail delivered by the U. S. Postal Service. For 
those who either cannot receive U.S. bulk mail or prefer first 
class delivery, please add the appropriate amount (from the 
chart below) to your payment. 

The following is a list of additional charges which must 
be included with new or renewal memberships effective 
9/1/83: 


Canada & Mexico (First Class).....0..0.ccceeee ADD...$ 6.00 
Members with U.S. addresses who prefer First Class deliv- 
ery to Non-profit bulk mail... eee ADD... 6.00 
Central & South America, Caribbean, & Europe (Airmail First 
GIASS.CGlIVGRY) fcr. ctivn cB attenndsl ons onawiaens ADD...$ 12.00 
Asia, Africa, & Far East (Airmail First Class) .. ADD... 15.00 
Out of North America preferring surface mail — delivery not 
GUAR AMMO OG ce cr sxc inlarauaceotty tei tareseises ons ADD...$ 6.00 


If you want the new rates to take effect for your current 
membership, you may prorate the above charges for the re- 
maining term of your membership. For each month remain- 
ing, send 1/ 12th of the above rates. 

For those with U.S. addresses who elect to continue 
receiving their FOGHORN by Non-profit bulk mail, we have 
some suggestions for improving delivery. The post office 
guidelines say that bulk mail can only be traced by the 
recipient but that delivery in the San Francisco Bay Area 
should take about seven working days and to the East Coast 
about 15 working days. We are now taking the bulk mail to 
the post office before the first of each month. If you are not 
getting timely delivery of the FOGHORN you should contact 
your local postmaster. If he is unable to improve the situ- 
ation, there is a complaint form at each post office. We have 
been assured that all complaints are pursued promptly. 

We are now paying return postage for all undeliverable 
copies of the FOGHORW. This allows us to better identify 
problems. FOG will be responsible for costs incurred 
remailing a FOGHORN only if the member has provided us 
with the correct address in a timely manner. If we can be of 
assistance, do not hesitate to drop us a note listing all of the 
specifics. 

#2 82 @ 8 & @B 
Please help 

It is essential that you include your account-membership 
number in all correspondence. Omitting your membership 
number will needlessly delay shipment of your order. \t is not 
necessary to write a separate check for each different order. 
Consolidating your requests and sending only one check 
will save the staff considerable time. 
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ONWARD & UPWARD!!! 
by Frank Morton 


WELCOME! to 1985. FOG extends its Best Wishes for 
health, happiness, and prosperity in the New Year 1985 to you 
and those who are important to you. We hope it will be your 
best year ever! 

Every new year starts out with a fresh slate and the poten- 
tial for all sorts of grand and glorious possibilities. In the case 
of the prospects for FOG in 1985, the future looks very good 
indeed. After what we have been through (and survived suc- 
cessfully) in the last three and one-half years, the future 
should not be very intimidating. 

As an engineer, it is logical for me to try to extrapolate into 
the future (time is a valid variable — is it not?) by studying the 
trends of the past. Our past is rather short, but | would say a 
bit intense. However, as we all know, that is not at all surpris- 
ing in the computer business. 

It seems incredible that only three years ago about this time 
| was taking one or two day vacations from work in order to 
attend computer faires in the San Francisco area. There | 
would pass out blue flyers and tell anyone who would listen 
about the group we had formed for Osborne owners. The basic 
concept was to help each other learn how to make the best use 
of our new toy/tool/machine/whatsit. We were not exclusive, 
it was just that there was a CP/M users group for the more 
experienced and the Osborne seemed to be attracting owners 
who were virtual novices at the concept of computing. This 
was before Morrow or KayPro, etc. offered their personal 
computers. | met some of my closest long time computer 
friends while passing out those flyers. 

As a matter of fact that is how | fell into my Saturday job at 
the Digital Deli. The Deli was featuring Osbornes at computer 
shows before anyone else. | would spend so much time at their 
booth answering questions and explaining how to use the O- 1 
that | became a salesperson sort of by default. Now times have 
changed and the Deli sells more multi-user systems. 

Since the West Coast is where almost everything was hap- 
pening in personal computers, people came here from every- 
where. Some took back home with them news about FOG. Of 
course the FOGHORN helped enormously, because members 
did not have to attend every meeting to benefit from what FOG 
had to offer. By Jan. 82 the FOGHORN was a gigantic 12 pages. 
It was still printed on my trusty MX-80 printer, then Xeroxed. 
David Oates’ editorial style was beginning to exert its influ- 
ence. Both Dave and | were learning WordStar on the fly; 
teaching each other ‘‘new’’ (to us) commands as we stumbled 
upon them. On the back cover of the Jan. 82 issue there was 
even a WordStar created map of how to get to the Dysan 
Auditorium. 





By March 82, FOG was at the West Coast Computer Faire 
with our own table. That is where we discovered and started 
to learn to appreciate the incredible talents of Gale Rhoades. 
At the time we had roughly 500 members. Until then | had 
been keeping the membership data on a WordStar file and a 
few of us were still folding and mailing the FOGHORNs. That 
was the month that we did our first typeset FOGHORN with the 
help of Lori Small & Steve Beckerman. They were new 0-1 
owners and FOG members themselves. 

Immediately after the Faire that year (’82), | came down with 
a Flu bug that incapacitated me for weeks. If Gale had not 
taken over the maintenance of the membership while | was 
sick, there might well not have been any continuation of FOG. 
She has been a major driving force in FOG ever since and | 
have done everything within the power of my office to see to it 
that she has the equipment, facilities, and staff necessary to 
help her provide full time service to you, the members. 

In May 82, the FOGHORN listed all paid up members of FOG 
with phone numbers, available. Since then there have been 
just too many members to even consider repeating it. We tried 
a double issue in June/July that year. It was our only two 
month issue and it featured our first Calendar of monthly meet- 
ings; thereby pushing this editorial off of the front page. Since 
then the Calendar has given up the front page to the Index. 

The Dec. 82 issue of the FOGHORN saw the introduction of 
Fancy Font produced text. It was an interesting experiment but 
proved to be unpopular, so we went back to typeset in a few 
months. That issue also contained the publication of the By- 
Laws. By Jan. 83 we announced a membership of about 3000 
members. We also acknowledged the loss of our entire 
database when a storm mangled the disk controller card!!! We 
recovered from that one the old-fashioned way: we earned it, 
by re-entering all of the data from hard copy! | 

In March 83, FOG participated in our second WCC Faire, 
this time including our first general election for the Board of 
Trustees. Our guest speakers included Bob Jaunich, the new 
OCC President introduced by Adam Osborne. Our Apr. 83 
FOGHORN indicated that 4601 members had been eligible to 
vote in the election. 

By Sept. 83, OCC announced Chapter 11 and, as they say, 
"the rest is history!’ Those days looked dark indeed to most 
Osborne owners, but FOG showed that by banding together 
and helping to support each other, there was no need to junk 
our valuable machines. More people wanted to buy used ones 
(in Some cases as a Spare or for parts) than people who 
wanted to get rid of them. By this time we had Morrow, KayPro, 
and other owners joining our ranks while some of the older 
members were upgrading to bigger more powerful machines 
— but still retaining FOG membership. 

A year ago in Jan. 84 we were able to announce a re-orga- 
nization plan at OCC, with special equipment purchases for 
members of the Users’ Groups directly from OCC. Last month 
we were happy to be able to tell you of OCC’s imminent re- 
emergence from Chapter 11 and of the Stock Offering available 
for those who could qualify. In addition two new products 


~ were announced (See my photos in the last issue). 
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In the 16 months between Sept. 83 and now we have grown 
from about 5000 members to about 15000 members. It has 
been areal challenge. Now that FOG membership is being bun- 
dled with the other things that come with the Vixen, our 
continued growth appears to be a certainty. Incidentally, OCC 
wasn't the first — Drive C: had been including FOG member- 
ship with their sales also. 

We have been expanding a group of FOG Bulletin Boards. 
There were 17 RBBSs announced in the last FOGHORN and 
there are certain to be more in the future. The response we 
have gotten on the RBBS-RCP/M Boards has been phenom- 
enal (| really enjoy hearing from all the callers on my RBBS 
#9). 

We are continuing to receive increasing memberships from 
KayPro, Morrow, and other non-Osborne owners. That is 
great! Any user of CP/M with 5 1/4” in drives can benefit from 
and contribute to our organization. 

As you see, we have had a number of trying situations as 
well as the joys and agonies associated with some very rapid 
growth. However, we have managed to survive and continue to 
grow with more service for the membership. We have a lot to 
be thankful for and a lot to look forward to. That is why | am 
excited about the future and | look forward to a continued 
mutually beneficial association with you all. So | say “HAPPY 
NEW YEAR” and “ONWARD & UPWARD into 1985!” 
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Thank Yous 
by Gale Rhoades 


In looking toward the New Year | realized that, as too often 
happens, there was much that happened in 1984 for which 
appreciation had not been adequately expressed. While some 
events were personal, many affect all FOG members. It is these 
latter events to which this article is addressed. 

Lately, | have heard the expression “when the going gets 
tough, the tough get going” every time | turn around. While 
this may be true for the Marine Corps, a better expression for 
the office would be: When the going gets tough, the members 
make it a joy. Each time we open mail, there is at least one 
piece to “make the day’’. Sometimes it is a note of apprecia- 
tion, sometimes a donation or submission. Sometimes it is a 
letter to generate laughter and sometimes a well founded 
suggestion for ways to improve membership services. To 
each of these many writers must go the grateful thanks of all 


the staff. 


Donations take may forms. Some members find they have 
extra funds for a worthy cause and choose FOG. Some mem- 
bers have equipment, manuals, magazines, or books they can 
no longer use. Others read an article of interest to the member- 
ship and take the few minutes to clip it out and mail it to the 
office. It is surprising how few duplicates we see and even 
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those few are never a waste (we Share or trade the duplicates). 

Some members have free time to share. These members 
have offered to become FOG librarians, organize local groups, 
teach classes at local meetings, volunteer so a local group 
keeps going, copy disks for members far away, write articles 
for the FOGHORN, write a program to help others, demonstrate 
their computer at a local school, adapt hardware for a dis- 
abled person, and much, much more. This caring and sharing 
is what user groups, and life, are all about. Each person giving 
to the extent of their ability and time. 

A special word of thanks must also be given to several com- 
panies who have given much to support FOG. Advertisers re- 
ceive value for the ad space they buy in the form of the orders 
they receive. This is, however, only a partial view of their sup- 
port of FOG and all computer users. In the face of grim predic- 
tions about the future of the computer industry, they continue 
to develop new products. This is particularly essential for the 
users who bought a computer for one application only to dis- 
cover that if they just had , they could do some- 
thing else entirely. 

Many members have also discovered that FOGHORN 
advertisers frequently go far beyond the ‘‘call of duty”’ to help 
FOG members. We regularly get letters from members who 
want to spread the word. Some stories are, to be honest, a lit- 
tle hard to believe. But when similar reports come in from 
members from all parts of the world, there can be no denying 
that this industry, for all its faults, has some real gems. 

Major support has also come from companies in the form of 
direct donations. Bill Godbout and CompuPro donated a Sys- 
tem 10 (with a 40 megabyte hard disk) for the office. Ed 
Mentzer of Mentzer Computer Systems donated many hours of 
labor to get us through the setup and transition to the System 
10. 

Okidata replaced our year-old printer with a new one when 
we Started having problems. Trantor Systems Limited got our 
first RCP/M going. Osborne Computer Corporation and 
AMPRO also donated systems for the office. Computerland of 
Evergreen in San Jose, CA donated 300 sets of Personal Pearl. 

Nuevo Electronics has donated several “flawed” (I never 
was able to see these so called flaws) upgrade kits. Drive C 
Supplied one of their units so we would have the knowledge to 
help our members. Peach Tree sent several software pack- 
ages for the same reason. MicroPro upgraded FOG’s WordStar 
and MailMerge at no charge. 


The Users Guide and The Portable Companion donate two 


copies of each issue for the office. Mission Peak and 
MicroTech have provided more assistance than I’ve space to 
list. A-1 Print and Copy in South San Francisco provides our 
printing at reduced rates. Numerous other Companies also ex- 
tend discounts on FOG purchases. 

As | sit here, | know | am omitting many others. To them, my 
apologies and sincere thanks. | think my only New Year's reso- 
lution will be to keep a better list of all donations. 

| will add one personal note. To those of you who have 
contributed to my extensive knowledge of computers, a spe- 
cial thank you. Each new question has produced new knowl- 
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edge. To those who wish to learn more about computers, may | 
offer the following: Teaching is easiest way to learn. 
On that note, farewell to 1984 and Merry New Year. 
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About Local Groups 
by Gale Rhoades 


| would like to encourage those of you who do not attend 
local group meetings to do so. While the FOGHORN can offer 
much in the way of hints, help, suggestions, solutions, prob- 
lems, reviews, etc., nothing can beat the one-to-one sharing 
that is the primary purpose of meetings. 

| have never been a person to attend meetings. In fact, the 
first two or three meetings | attended were unnerving exper- 
iences. All these other users, talking a language (or several) 
that were little better than gibberish, what was | doing there? 
Were it not for a long phone conversation with Frank Morton 
before the first such experience, | would probably have left 
early and never returned. It sure did not seem worth driving 
nearly 100 miles (round trip) at night and in the rain! 

But | kept going back. Some meetings were so much better 
organized than others but with each trip, | met someone new. 
It wasn't long before | was learning more and more each time. 
It is rather like a geometric progression. Each piece leads to 
several more. = 


__ ADVERTISEMENT 










The ultimate graphic Adventure Gaae for the Osborne 1 
iDouble Density Computer. Spend over 18@ hours exploring 12 
gaming areas and fighting over 148 different creatures 
before finally encountering the Evil Lord Keltron in his 
lair. No two games will ever be alike. Uses full Osborne 
graphics capabilities, 337 K on 2 disks, and is compiled 
for fast run times. Send $29.95 plus $4.80 shipping and 

handling ta: 













Colorado Softworks 
S3@A W. Uintah, Suite #142 
Colorado Springs, Co. 88985 






# Colorado residents add 34 sales tax. 
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Admittedly, | had an advantage. | had locked myself away 
for three months and learned WordStar, SuperCalc, and 
enough basic to have decided there had to be a better way. | 
had devoured Thom Hogan’s User’s Guide to CP/M, and knew 
the very slim manual which came with my first computer by 
heart. Members offered translation of what | had read as well 
as new resources. 

Without this helping hand, | doubt very much that | would 
be able to use a computer as much as | do. So for all of you 
who hesitate to take the time, | strongly recommend mere 
Start attending the meetings in your area. 

lf you live in or near a large metropolitan group, you may 
have more than one group within driving range. If you do not 
know what group(s) are in your area (there are still a couple 
hundred groups which are not affiliated with FOG and are 
therefore not listed in the FOGHORN), send a Self Addressed 
Stamped Envelope to the office. We will send you the informa- 
tion on the group(s) in your area. Please make it a little easier 
by including a note that tells where you live. If we cannot find 
your city in the atlas, we may not send you the correct 
information. 


| (Can’t/Won’t) Attend the Group Meetings 
If you are not attending your local group meetings, consider 
some of the following options: 

. Return to the meetings and work to change whatever it was 
that caused you to quit. If you feel that there should be a 
Speaker for each meeting, volunteer to help find speakers. If 
you think that too much of the time is spent listening to 
Speakers who cover subjects of little interest to you, volun- 
teer to organize a separate “workshop” or ‘‘disk-copying”’ 
evening. If you are unhappy with the way in which the group 
is run, volunteer at the next election. 

2. Start a group that meets on a different night. Or at a different 
location. Many members find that meeting times conflict 
with work or family obligations. Students often find week- 
day night difficult and swing-shift workers often find it dif- 
ficult to get off work once a month. 

3. If you did not know any of the other members; did not have a 
phone list to use between meetings for contacting others 
when you had difficulties, volunteer to start a local contact 
list. You will get to know the names of other members and 
you will have a resource for those mid-month crises. 


nh, 


Definitely the message here is that the group can only be as 
good as the members who participate in keeping in going. A 
number of groups have died a slow death because only a 
handful worked to keep the meetings interesting. “Burnout” is 
a frequent disease among volunteer organizations. lt seldom 
happens when all the members particpate. 


There is no (Osborne/KayPro/Morrow/etc) Group in My Area 

Do not limit yourself to local groups which focus solely on 
the computer brand you own. Many groups were started by 
someone who owned a different computer. As with FOG, these 
groups may not have changed the name to reflect the change 
in the membership interests. The primary reason that FOG now 
has so many separate sections in the library and the FOGHORN 
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is that members who started Osbornes have purchased 
(additonal/replacement) computers. In some cases, even 
Owners of systems with operating systems other than CP/M 
can provide a helping hand. While the specifics vary with 
each system or software package, the basics do not. 

lf there is no group near you, be willing to act as the contact 
for starting a group. You can put an announcement in the 
FOGHORN and on the FOG RBBS-RCP/M systems. Many news- 
papers have a public service announcement section. Your lo- 
cal church, grocery store, or school probably has a bulletin 
board where you could post announcements. Some computer 
stores will put you in touch with other users. 

lf you contact the office, we can give you the phone num- 
bers of other FOG members in your area or we can address a 
mailing which you provide to the members in your area. Once 
a group (even if it is only three or four people) starts having 
regular meetings, there will be others willing to help get or- 
ganized and spread the word. 


In summation, | can only urge all FOG members to involve 
themselves in the job of creating and maintaining local 
groups, be they close to home or passed in the course of your 


travels. 


A Footnote 

About a week after | had written the above, the following let- 
ter came into the office: 

[f the situation in Indianapolis is common, there are a lot of 
FOG members who don't have ready access to a FOG-affiliated 
user's group. They might, however, have access to an appro- 
priate local non-affiliated group if they only knew about it. FOG 
could provide a valuable service to its “‘left-out’’ members by 
establishing a list of non-affiliated groups in areas that don’t 
have a FOG connection. A notice in the FOGHORN about a year 
ago suggested that this would be done, but apparently it 
hasnt materialized. 

While affiliating with FOG certainly has many advantages, 
local circumstances may cause some groups that could affili- 
ate to remain independent. Such groups may even have sev- 
eral FOG members, as ours does. Other CP/M users groups 
could provide significant assistance even without other 
Osborne owners. | hope FOG will choose to provide this in- 
formation for those members who are remote from a FOG affili- 
ale group. 

William Gillette, President 
GROUP-I, Indianapolis, IN 


This letter confirmed the need for the article | had just fin- 
ished and raised a couple of points | had omitted: 

We now have a large, four-drawer filing cabinet overflowing 
with information on local groups around the world. When we 
move to new quarters later this winter, we will add at least one 
more cabinet. Each time we can confirm that a group actually 
exists, a separate file is made for that group. Any person 
inquiring about local groups is given the contact information 
for all groups in the area, without regard to whether or not the 
group is affiliated. A great deal of time and effort is spent 
tracking down groups (sometimes all we start with is a group 
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name and general location). Few groups are listed in the 
phone book, even if we know the correct city. 

FOG long ago took on the job of trying to keep track of all 
CP/M user groups because of the need for members to have 
local contacts. Frequent mentions in the FOGHORN have solic- 
ited assistance in collecting this information. Letters go out 
frequently to anyone who might have information about a 
group. All too often, there is no response to these information 
requests. Worse, some group officers have even said it was 
‘none of our business”. 

As has been said many times, FOG has no interest in telling 
a local group how it should be organized or how the meetings 
should be conducted. Many affiliated groups are also affiliated 
with other groups as well. Most have discovered that FOG’s 
requirements for affiliation are less restricting. The 
formalizing of the affiliation procedure allowed us to do two 
things: 

1. Prove accountability and eligibility needed to protect our 

non-profit status. We must be able to demonstrate that 
FOG membership funds are being spent on membership 
services. Sending part of aFOG member’s dues to a local 
group which is not non-profit would be contrary to estab- 
lished guidelines. 


ADVERTISEMENT Bn 








Connect to new adventures 


From CTS Corporation, the most reliable name in data communica- 
tions, comes the OE-1 Modem System for the Osborne Executive 
Computer. The System includes a direct connect 300 baud modem, 
a modular connector cable, MYTERM software and a user manual. 
The OE-1 allows you to connect your Osborne Executive via stan- 
dard telephone lines to other computers, information services, data 
banks and electronic bulletin boards. Now, through the CTS OE-1 
Modem System, you can connect to a whole new vane of enjoy- 
ment. 


How to order 


Send order to: CTS Corporation, Knights Division, P.O. Box 320, 
Sandwich, IL 60548. Include a cashier’s check or money order for 
$135. No personal checks, Pa GR GX plus $6 
please, but you shipping 
can order C.0.D. / - and handling 








viodem 





2. Collect and maintain accurate information about the 
groups. This enables us to more accurately tell in- 
terested users who to contact and when and where the 
meetings are held. 

The monthly meeting calendar started as a few lines on one 
page. It now takes three or more pages each month. When we 
last listed only the addresses of the affiliated groups (June, 
1984), it took over two pages and several addresses were out 
of date by the time the list reached the members. Most groups 
receive their mail through one of the officers and therefore, the 
address changes each time elections are held. 

since only a few members need more than a reminder of 
when and where the meeting is each month, contact lists are 
published primarily when we need to fill space in the 
FOGHORN. This usually works out to about twice a year. To list 
the over 400 groups that we know about would require eight to 
ten pages. It seems better to give this information only to 
those in need of it, either by phone or mail. 


Help Us Help You 
If you know about a group which is not affiliated with FOG 
and are not sure that we have the information, take a few min- 


utes and drop us a note. Don’t feel that you that because a= | 


; ADVERTISEMENT 





Technology & Reliability 


Your OE-1 Modem System comes with auto-answer/auto-dial, is 
asynchronous at 300 baud and is Bell 103J compatible. The full 
duplex modem’s modular plug mates with a standard telephone 
modular jack. You get a 90 day warranty, and CTS will provide out- 
of-warranty repairs for a flat fee of $25. Because your Osborne Ex- 
ecutive is a quality computer, quality components have gone into 
the manufacture of the CTS OE-1. Yet, the entire system is priced 
at the amazingly low price of $129 plus $6 shipping and handling. 


Still a few 
Osborne-1 Modem Systems left 


We still have available a few CTS 0-1 Modem Systems. This 
system is for the Osborne-1 computer. You get a 300 baud 
modem, MYTERM software, a connector cable and a user manual. 
All for $99 plus $6 shipping and handling. 

But hurry, 


because we only plus $6 
have a limited shipping 
supply remaining. and handling 
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only know when the group meets, or who the President is, or 
what the contact phone number is, that we wouldn't be in- 
terested. That might be the piece of information we are 
missing. 
For those who wonder just how much information we like to 

have on each group, consult the following list: 

Name of group & acronym (if any) 

Mail address (including c/o, if any) 

Contact phone number, best time, & name 
Meeting day, time, & address 
President (name, address, & phone numbers) 

Vice President (name, address, & phone numbers) 
Secretary (name, address, & phone numbers) 
Treasurer (name, address, & phone numbers) 
Librarian (name, address, & phone numbers) 

Editor (name, address, & phone numbers) 
Other officers (name, address, & phone numbers) 
Other groups affiliated with (if any) 
lf there is any other information which might be of interest 
to other users (RCP/M systems, Special Interest Groups, or 


whatever), please include that as well. 
 & & kk kk R FR 
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Osborne 1 Lease 





Dealer Cost 


80 Column Upgrade Kit....... 
Parallel Printer Cable......... 
MICROLINK Modem Software 
Zenith 12” Hi-Res. Monitor ... 


Correcting Mistakes in MailMerge Prompts 

lt may have happened to anybody: writing in the text after 
an ‘av’ prompt in MailMerge, pressing RETURN and then 
noticing that you have made a mistake you are unable to cor- 
rect. (Before pressing RETURN you can backspace and Cor- 
rect any error.) 

This happened to me while filling out a form with 18 “‘.av” 
prompts. | found a practical solution: specifying output to disk 
instead of to printer, using the first option of the MailMerge 
menu. | then correct the file before printing. 


Hanns Trostli 
“ee & &® Rk RB 


CAVEAT EMPTOR! 


The First Osborne Group (FOG) does not endorse any of the prod- 
ucts advertised in this publication. FOG does not verify the accuracy 
of the claims in any of the ads. You should thoroughly investigate any 
offers before buying. 

Please let FOG know of any difficulties encountered. Send all de- 
tails, ia writing, to the FOG office at PO.Box 3474, Daly City, CA, 
94015-0474, U.S.A.. We can’t promise a solution, but we will try to 
help. 

All articles contained in these pages are the views of the authors. 
Publication does not necessarily indicate endorsement by FOG, the 
FOGHORN, or any of the officers. 


**# &¢ &# &@ & & 
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25.00/Month 
38.00/Month 





Executive Lease 


USL Data Systems 
( iS A US. Leasing Company 


2988 Campus Drive 
San Mateo, CA 94403 
415-572-6600 ext. 4157 


800-227-6884 ext. 4157 
Canadian Customers Call 416-678-7831 
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Quantities limited to stock on hand. 
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THIS 1S THE COMPUTER WE WERE GOING TO 
INTRODUCE BEFORE YOU-KNOW-WHAT HAPPENED. 
ONE YEAR LATER, IT’S STILL AHEAD OF ITS TIME. 


INTRODUCING THE OSBORNE VIXEN.” 


 diphes Aig a Ra Lolo iy SU 





The company that introduced the first 
portable business computer is back. 

We've learned that building a $100 million 
corporation in a year can have its risks. 

We've learned that this market doesn't 
need another IBM® clone. 

And with all today’s talk about windowing, 
16- and 82-bit systems, we've noticed that the 
all time best-selling microcomputers are still 
the 8-bit Apple®s. They invite you to com- 
pare. So do we. 

Like Apple, the Osborne computing con- 
cept has served certain people very, very well. 

So well that over 100,000 of you have 
bought Osborne computers. 

So well that to date, only a few computers 
have a bigger installed base. 

The demand continues. 

This is Vixen. 
The essence of the Osborne concept. 
Yet improved in every respect. 

We took the best features of existing 
Osbornes and put them in a smaller case. 
With a bigger screen. 80-column display. And 
even faster response time. Result: The most 
powerful portable in its class. The Vixen is a 
fraction of the size of other Osbornes—yet 
it’s packed with features lap-sized 
computers make you sacrifice. 


Designed to endure. 

Look what Osborne gives you now: 

® Two double-sided, double-density, half- 
height 400K disk drives let you store up to 
100 typed pages per disk. 

® 7-inch diagonal, power-saving built-in 
amber monitor. 

® 80-column, 24-line display with easy-to- 



















Rese nrine cae: TE are 


Free productivity software: 
An Osborne tradition. 

When you buy the Vixen, we give you soft- 
ware tools for writing, for creating spread- 
sheets, custom programming, graphics and 
plain having fun. 

You get WordStar®/MailMerge® Super- 
Calc 2)“MBasic;™ Desolation, Media Master, ™ 
Osboard™ and Turnkey. Free. 


Free Membership in FOG, 
the First Osborne Group: 
Support network, newsletter, 
and access to a huge library 
of public domain software. 
Osborne will buy every Vixen 
owner an annual FOG membership, 
making you part of the largest user group 
around. 
Telephone experts for answers to your 
computing questions. You can attend group 
ae meetings at over 300 locations. And take ad- 
ports let you connect the Vixen to any vantage of thousands of public domain soft- 
printer or modem. ware packages in FOG’s ever-expanding 
© CP/M® operating system, for access to the library. 3a 
huge library of CP/M productivity software. Fellow FOG members are a terrific source 
© 90-day warranty. for tips on getting more from your Osborne. 
All in one neat little package that is Thinking of buying a new program? Check its 
smaller than an IBM Selectric typewriter— track record with FOG members who already 
and about half the weight! use the package before you invest. 
And all for $1298. 
Take it away. 


~ view 8x 10 
dot characters. 
® Serial and parallel 


Here it is: Portable, powerful, reliable and 
data-compatible. 

If you liked Osborne computers before, 
you will absolutely, positively, love this new 
machine. 


The Vixen is data-disk compatible with 
IBM PCs—and more. 

Free Media Master’ software lets you ex- 
change data diskettes between the Vixen and 
over 200 other computers, including the IBM a ee 
rc S5SBORNE 

Your computing capabilities just expanded ad 
Bp inter ove ee ee 





| YES, IT want to know more about the Vixen, Osborne’s newest compute 4 
| Name | 
| Osborne Computer | 
| Corporation Address | 
| 42680 Christy Street | 
| Fremont, CA 94538 City State Zip l 
| Phone number ( ) : 
| [Send me more information on the Osborne external hard disk. | 


REUSE SLE Sezai HM | 18 7s7 071 me a pa ad 


Trademarks: Vixen—Osborne Computer Corporation; Media Master—MDG & Associates; SuperCale 2—SorcinVIUS Micro Software; MBasic—Microsoft Corporation; Osboard—DG Systems. 
Registered Trademarks: IBM—International Business Machines Corporation; Apple—Apple Computer, Inc.; CP/M—Digital Research, Inc. WordStar/MailMerge—MicroPro International Corporation. 
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Easy Comma Data and the Case of the Silent Disk Killer 

You may find the following subroutine useful if you ever cre- 
ate an MBASIC program that takes string input, where the 
data string may include commas (such as in the city/state line 
of an address). MBASIC “INPUT” statements treat commas as 
field separators unless the commas are enclosed within a set 
of quotes (an awkward thing to do when you want to power 
type data). The following subroutine will let you key your data 
entries as you always have and accept all ASCII characters as 
valid entries. Special entries include a carriage return (which 
terminates the input), and backspace (which erases errors). 
The string entry is returned from the subroutine in the variable 


AS. 


1000 A$=""'': P%=0 

1010 C$=INPUT$(1) 

1020 IF ASC(C$)=13 THEN PRINT: RETURN 
1030 IF ASC(C$)=8 GOTO 1060 

1040 AS=AS+C$: P%=P%+1 

1050 PRINT USING ‘‘!'': C$;: GOTO 1010 
1060 IF P%=0 GOTO 1010 

1070 P%=P%-1: AS=LEFT$(A$, P%) 

1080 PRINT CHR$(8);'’ **:: GOTO 1050 


A typical calling sequence for the entry of an address might 
look like the following: 


(UO PRINT “"ENCEM NAME cs «nee es **;: GOSUB 1000: NAME$=A$ 
110 PRINT °° Address .......... **;: GOSUB 1000: ADDRS=A$ 
120 PRINT °° City, State Zip... ‘*;: GOSUB 1000: CSZ$=A$ 


But, my eagerness to share my routine is not what 
prompted me to write this letter. Rather, | was moved by Rich- 
ard Stelter’s letter in the Oct. ‘84 issue. He was talking of his 
experiences with a loose connector and how we all hate to see 
a bill that says, ““Wiggled some connectors, now works fine 

— $50.00”. | | 

[| have a blue case OS-1 with OCC upgrades for DD and 80 
columns, and | could not get drive A to write a diskette cor- 
rectly. It produced consistent errors on track 38 and 39 
everytime | formatted a diskette using the COPY program. The 
trouble turned out to be my Zenith Green Screen (model ZVM- 
121). It seems, when | placed my monitor on the top of my 
Ozzie, it emitted vertical electromagnetic fields or waves that 
descended down to wreak havoc on my drive A. The fix turned 
out to be the removal of my monitor from its perch, but this 
was not done until after | received the bill from my dealer. | 

was told, “No trouble found, still works fine, $65.00”. 
Al Foote 
Cleveland, OH 
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BDOS ERROR Shield 

| was interested in Ken Mills’ article ‘Intermittent BDOS ER- 
RORS”’ in the October 1984 FOGHORN. 

We had so many BDOS ERRORS after getting factory DD 
and 80-column upgrades that | was certain we wasted our 
money. It was the most exquisitely frustrating problem we 
have ever had with the OS 1. No fewer than two dealers plus 
Xerox told us that they could find nothing wrong. For that mat- 
ter, they could never even get the BDOS ERROR message to 
occur. 

After carting the OS 1 back and forth many, many times, | 
was ready to take a hatchet to it. Then, a Xerox technician 
mentioned that as a last resort | could try shielding an external 
monitor, if we used one. We do have an external monitor. It sat 
to the left of the OS 1 until March 1984, and now sits to the 
right. In both positions the OS 1 gave us innumerable BDOS 
ERROR messages. 

So, while everyone else in the office snickered (and | was 
embarrassed at the weird-looking fix), | wrapped heavy duty 
aluminum foil around the side of the monitor facing the OS 1 
(being careful to leave air vents uncovered). | also leaned a 
piece of heavy-gauge metal against the side of the OS 1 facing 
the monitor. 

since then, we have had, perhaps, two or three BDOS ER- 
ROR messages. Prior to the shielding, we had several such 
messages each week, and often lost the editing we were 
doing. : 

| doubt that the fix (which looks awful) is simply a placebo 
or a psychological result — The OS 1 does not think. So, the 
offhand suggestion by the Xerox technician may be useful to 
others with a separate monitor and the infamous BDOS 
problem. 

V. Michael Straus 
Washington, D.C. 
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Setting Up Your Control Keys in dBASE | 

In case you haven’t discovered this, setting your control 
keys (using CP/M) on a dBASE disk seems to require a dif- 
ferent technique. For instance, if you setup CTRL 1 to give you 
‘DO CHECKING ©’, it will look correct on the screen, but it 
won't work properly. Instead of getting your program CHECK- 
ING to run, you will get an error message, and everything that 
goes with it. (It will come out as D HCIG). 

It doesn’t take long to figure out how to do it so it works 
properly. Insert a space after every letter, including spaces. 
Thus, ‘DO CHECKING>’ has to be entered as 
D O C HEC KING 2. | 

lt may look funny, and it takes up a lot of space, but it 
works. Now, can anyone explain: 

a) Why this isn’t in any manual? 

b) Why you have to do it this way? 

c) Is there a better way to do it? 

Carl S. Buchman 
Rochester, NY 
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MISSION PEAK SYSTEMS, INC. is a fully Authorized 
Dealer for Osborne Computer Corporation, but that is 
only the begining of our story. Mission Peak Systems, 
Inc. has been repairing Osborive products at a reason- 
able price with a speedy turn around for over three 
years! That's right, Mission Peak Systems, Inc. is staffed 
completely with ex-Osborne Field Service employees 
who have been repairing and servicing Osborne's for 
three years. The employees of Mission Peak Systems 
know more about Osbornes and Osborne related 
products than anyone in the world! This is not the end of 
our story. We have established a network of Osborne 
dealers and service depots nationwide that will repair 


MISSION PE/\K SYSTEMS 


3514 Arden Road, Hayward, California 94545 © (415) 887-0756 
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your Osborne, under warranty if purchased from 


Mission Peak, so you can travel with out fear of a 

breakdown. 

Besides service and repair we offer: 

@ Osborne | and Executive computer, new and used, with 
a 90-day warranty 

@ Upgrades, (80 column, double density, hard disks, ram 
disks, etc.) 
Accessories, (cables, modems, software, etc.) 
Extended warranties (90 day and 12 months; subject to 
prior inspection) 


OUR STORY IS NEVER ENDING! | 





Now one of the most popular and 
critically acclaimed computers on the 
market is supported by the highly 
respected service department of 
MISSION PEAK SYSTEMS. 


MISSION PE/\K SYSTEMS 


3514 Arden Road, Hayward, California 94545 e (415) 887-0756 





Repair, Upgrades and Service Contracts 


available for Kaypro users. 


Dealers: Interested in becoming a Mission Peak 
supported Kaypro service center? Please call us. 
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Strange Nothings, Interesting Tips, Questions 

| wish to thank all those who answered my questions 
concerning the INSTALLation of WordStar to help level 2. 

Does anyone out there know what an ‘‘address in hole” is? 
Neither do |, but it can destroy your WordStar editing session. 
Oops. That’s wrong. You have to be editing the “‘file” that | am 
about to give you for this to happen, and if you were going to 
do anything useful with this ‘‘text’’, it must be very interesting. 
To see what an “address in hole”’ looks like, type in the follow- 
ing file with WordStar (Document or Non-Document): 


AAP AAP AP AMAL AMAL Al 


The “A” means to type “PA (You can actually substitute 
almost any control-character for ‘A’ and any printing char- 
acter for ‘‘!’’) 

Now, type “OD to get rid of the ~A’s. Next, type “QA for 
“search and replace’. Type “PA as the “‘find” character, and 
nothing as the “replace” character (just hit ©). When it asks 
for options, say NG and ©. This will make WordStar delete 
each “A in the ‘file’, and not ask you for approval at each re- 
placement. Type ~QQ*L when WordStar is done “finding and 
replacing’ and just sit back. VOILA! One nasty error that you 
must hit RESET to fix. One thing is definite; this won’t help you 
in any way. 

Here is something that is strange, but probabaly won’t help 
anybody. When you hit the CTRL key as well as the UP ARROW 
key as well as the LEFT ARROW key as well as the BRACKET 
([) key, the top half of the top line of text is moved over one 
character. Likewise, substituting the LEFT ARROW for the 
RIGHT ARROW causes the top half of the top line to move to 
the right. On my Ozzie, hitting control-arrows to move the 
screen around followed by <ESC> locks the screen in that 
position. One last display item; hitting CTRL BRACKET and UP 
ARROW causes the screen to move up one line, and CTRL 
BRACKET-DOWN ARROW causes the screen to move down 
one line. (You really have to try these to see what they do). 

Also, if you have two ~PL’s (form feed or page-break) next to 
each other, you can’t use the up-arrow key to go by it. You 
have to use the left-arrow key. 

What, exactly, is the sequence sent to the printer after a 
’ Ih” command in WordStar? My Okidata 82A will not accept 
it(6 or 8 Ipi[lines per inch]), and | know the code from BASIC is 
ESC-6 or ESC-8 (6 or 8 Ipi respectively). 

About using the keyboard with games (fast action where 
you hold down a key): is it possible to tell the computer to be- 
gin REPEAT immediately (not after a half/second)? This would 
make a lot of games work a lot better. 

Incidentally, if you have a dot-matrix printer, be careful of 
what ribbons you buy. Many normal typewriter ribbons have 
gunk on them which can mess up the printhead. In addition, 
the spools, even though they are supposed to work, might not. 
| bought my first ribbon from a local dime-store for $3.00, and 
when | put it into my Okidata 82A, the ribbon didn’t want to 
rotate as fast as the printer wanted it to, and as a result, it 
popped off the wheels that they sit on and went into the 
printer. So, | buy about a year’s supply at once, from The 
Drawing Board (Greenwoods Industrial Park, PO Box 2995, 
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Hartford, CN 06104). Their prices are low ($1.80 each for 12) 
and their service is fast. (At least so far, with my first three 
orders). 

| have found a bug in the CP/M Extended Utility Package 
(from FOG MEMBER MERCHANDISE). If you are logged onto 
drive B:, then UNSPOOL looks on the drive opposite the one 
you specify (A:Q.TXT for B:Q. TXT and B:R.TXT for A:R. TXT). 
In addition, | frequently have to, after saying Q to QUIT, type 
UNSPOOL twice to get it back. The first time it says that 
UNSPOOL is already present, even though it isn’t, and | have to 
type UNSPOOL again. Also, you cannot print the same file 
using UNSPOOL as you are directing print to with SPOOL. You 
must exit to CP/M first. It would also be of great assistance if 
UNSPOOL converted the 8-bit to 7-bit so that WordStar files 
could be printed. 

| also have fixed my version of UNSPOOL, so that it will work 
with SuperCalc, WordStar, and the like. It is set up so that you 
hit *Q to print a file, which makes the “Q function useless with 
WordStar and Pearl. | have made mine so that you use the ~\ 
key, which WordStar doesn’t even recognize. To change this, 
you must use the file to change the attention character to 1C. 
Then, use DDT or DU to change the character that the program 
prints (from ~Q to ~\). If you don’t do this last step, ~\ will still 
run UNSPOOL, but it will say that you need to type ~Q. 

Can PIP be used with single drives and two disks? (not two 
drives, but one)? This may sound incredibly stupid, since the 
Osborne comes with two, but for a while my A drive was acting 
incredibly strange and was useless. 

Would it be possible to patch WordStar to 25 (not 24) lines 
of the screen, just like the 128 columns? If it were patched to 
One more line than there are on the screen, you could go to the 
bottom line on the screen. (You can’t now, try it. The screen 
scrolls up) | 

| know that there are going to be a lot of people who dis- 
agree with me on this one, but | think that CBASIC is prac- 
tically useless. It has the disadvantages of both an interpreter 
and a compilier. It has no direct mode, and it doesn’t generate 
* COM files, and it isn’t that fast. About the only thing | can 
see that it has over MBASIC is that it gives the user more 
space, but that doesn’t really matter becase you can CHAIN 
programs. How is this version of BASIC more “‘business-ori- 
ented” than MBASIC? 

When abandoning a file with WordStar, you can speed up 
the process by hitting “KQY <space> if you have changed it 
and “KQ<space> if you haven’t. The only difference is the 
space. The time normally provided before it gives you the no- 
file menu, apparently is so that you can hit “U to stop it. 

The back of my computer vent cover has a small silver label 
with the date that | bought it stamped on. Is this from Osborne 
or the place | bought it from? 

| appear to be one of the few people who doesn’t NEED to go 
to Xerox for my repair contract (but still has one). | bought my 
Ozzie from Sears Business Systems (only in the Washington 
area; not in the regular stores), and even though they have 
stopped selling Ozzies, they will (hopefully) continue to repair 
them for the full one-year (renewable each year for a total of 5 
years) service contract. They even lowered the price from the 
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first year to the second (just $109 now). This contract has al- 
ready paid for itself, for very recently it replaced a $300 disk 
drive. 

Does the MBASIC Compiler generate *.COM files or not? | 
have received indications of both. If it generates *.COM files, it 
should be legal to buy the compiler and compile peoples’ pro- 
grams for a fee. If the fee were reasonable ($5 per disk, for in- 
stance), then a lot of people would take advantage of it. 

Does the program SMARTPRINT require SMARTKEY to op- 
erate? If it doesn’t it would make a nice character-set (foreign 
language) changer on the Okidata printer. It wouldn’t be worth 
it to buy SMARTKEY and SMARTPRINT just to do this, how- 
ever. | would like to see a review of SMARTPRINT. 

Below you will find an error listing from MBASIC: 


# ERROR 


1 NEXT without FOR 22 Missing operand 

2 syntax error 293 Line buffer overflow 

3 RETURN without GOSUB 26 FOR without NEXT 

5 Illegal function call 29 WHILE without WEND 
6 Overflow 30 WEND without WHILE 
7 Out of memory 50 FIELD overflow 


8 Undefined line 
9 Subscript out of range 
10 Duplicate definiton 
11 Division by zero 
12 Illegal direct 
13 Type mismatch 
14 Out of string space 58 File already exists 
15 String too long 61 Disk full 
16 String formula too complex 62 Input past end 
17 Can’t continue 63 Bad record number 
18 Undefined user function 64 Bad file name 
19 No RESUME 66 Direct statement in file 
20 RESUME without ERROR ~— 6/7 Too many files 


The rest of the errors (up to 255) are ‘“‘unprintable errors”’, 
user selected. Those are all the errors you can get in this 
MBASIC. | don’t know if you can get them all, but | got the list 
by typing ERROR 1 >, ERROR2 © etc. | 

Are there any other commands or statements not covered in 
‘the owner’s manual than RESET? (same as ~C in CP/M). | 
know that you don’t have to type PRINT CHRS(&H1A) to clear 
the screen, but rather 2CHR$(26), as a BASIC patch ($199) 
would have us believe. | 

Regarding the RESET function, it would save a lot of people 
a lot of time (at least me) to be able to reset the drives while in 
WordStar. This could be done, | think, through a patch that 
would reset them before it saved anything, or a little program 
that resides in memory and when a specific key is hit (~K, for 

instance, would work), resets the drives. 

A note about ordering Verbatim Head Cleaning Kits: My 
dealer currently has in stock a combination head-cleaning kit 
with 2 cleaning disks and the plastic holder, as well as 10 
regular disks, for the regular price. (All we need now is refills, 
which | think is what Verbatim had in mind when they gave 
away free cleaning kits.) Though disks are reusable, to an ex- 


51 Internal error 

52 Bad file number 
53 File not found 

54 Bad file mode 

95 File already open 
57 Disk 1/0 Error 


tent. If you have some PURE alcohol (from a liquor store), soak 
the cleaning disk with it, and use it as normal. The only other 
way of Cleaning heads that | know of is to get some long Q-Tips 
and dip them in the same style pure stuff and rub them on the 
heads, [/f you mean “‘pure’’ (as in 200 proof) ethanol, the only 
alcohol that ts sold in liquor stores, it can only be purchased 
by a person licensed to do so; and definitely not in a liquor 
store. Denatured alcohol maybe purchased in most hardward 
Stores. Isopropanol (isopropyl alcohol; rubbing alcohol), avail- 
able from your local drug store, is most commonly used for 
cleaning drives. The solution that came with the cleaning kit 
that | purchased in 1979 was a fluorocarbon and isopropanol. 
The tsopropanol should work fine. David| With the SLOTS pro- 
gram (December ‘83 FOGHORN, page 17), a slight misprint was 
in line 1460. It should read: 


1460 D=A+B+C: "A IS VALUE OF WHEEL #1, B WHEEL #2, C WHEEL #3 


Also, | made a slight modification to the program so that the 
Slots would change. Here are the changes: 


20 DEFINT B,N,O,X 

1015 FOR GGG%=1 TO 25 

1160 GOSUB 2005 

1165 NEXT GGG% 

2005 IF GGG%) 1 THEN FOR HHH%=1 TO 9:PRINT CHR$( 11); :NEXT HHH% 
2010 PRINT:PRINT: IF GGG%=1 THEN FOR X%=1 TO 43:PRINT MM$; :NEXT 
X*:PRINT | 
2050 IF GGG%=1 THEN FOR X%=1 TO 43:PRINT MM$;:NEXT X%:PRINT 
LL$:ELSE PRINT 

2070 REM 


What are the commands used for MBASIC in the command 
line? In the HELP.COM program, it has some, but what are they 
and what do they do? 

MAE Consultants must be out of their minds when it comes 
to their “inexpensive” pubtic domain software. They have sin- 
gle-density disks with programs for ‘‘only $20.00!’ And the 
Osborne-McGraw Hill general ledger ‘‘costs only $55.00.” 
Why not do a little math? $20 minus $2.50 for postage (they 
pay it) and $3 for a disk (according to them) equals $14.50. 
There is no trouble taken on their part to write the software, 
because it is public domain. The last time | checked, it took 
about 1 minute to copy a disk with COPY. $14.50 times 60 
(minutes) equals $870 per hour!!. | think | would apply for a job 
at MAE Consultants for half that! (Wouldn’t you?). Anyway, al- 
most all the programs are in the FOG library anyhow! If you 
bought two or more disks, it would be cheaper to join FOG, and 
as a bonus, you get FOGHORN. | 

Media Master (I’m sure they have an ad somewhere in this 
issue) looks like a great bargain. | would like to know which 
computers on the list are program compatible and which are 
data compatible. (Program means that you can run their pro- 
grams; software means that you can read their files of data). 
Does it also change the escape sequences for the screen? If it 
did, it would be a TREMENDOUS bargain. (It would be a 
Universal Terminal Emulator if it were that.) 

Just a note: When WordStar prints “DISK FILE OUTPUT” 
Style, it still includes its 8th bit. It only removes dot commands 


> 


FOGHORN Vol. IV No. 4 January, 1985 Page 13 





Page 14 


and adds page breaks. Printing the resulting file on the printer 
or screen will still be hard to read. 

Tom Jones 

Greenbelt, MD 


* * ¢ &¢ &@ & @ 


A ‘“Weekend Osborne Workshop” 

In July we held a ‘Weekend Osborne Workshop” 
(““W.0.W.’’) in the country. My brother-in-law, also an Osborne 
fan, owns a rustic farmhouse only 50km from Vancouver; at a 
family gathering there last Easter we thought how great it 
would be to spend a whole weekend there doing what we nor- 
mally do for just a couple of hours at FOG meetings. So we 
chose a summer weekend and advertised ‘“W.0.W.” through 
the local FOG bulletin board and by word of mouth. We told 
people to bring their computer and sleeping bag, and said we 
would be “in session” from Friday afternoon to Sunday night 
as long as two people remained awake! The agenda was open 
— whatever (legal) things people were interested in. The only 
charge was $25 for food. | 

Early Friday afternoon | stocked the farmhouse fridge from 
the local deli; by the time I'd unloaded the pop and juice we 
had nine Osborne 1’s, one ‘“‘de-TRaShed”’ TRS-80 (emulating a 
KayPro), and several different printers. Jack Brown brought 
the entire FOG library and signed up all the non-members 
present — One new member thought it was worth the annual 
fee for just one utility program from the library (he’s right)! The 
first night some of us hacked until 2am — After that we got 
sensible. 

Printers: Many people wanted help installing WordStar for 
various printers. We discovered that “Epson compatible” is a 
relative term — Geminis and others don’t run the Fancy Font 
demo correctly, and clever WordStar installations that work on 
my FX-80 won’t work on a Gemini (or RX-80, for that matter). 
We learned that Oki printers won’t perform a backspace (hex 
08) so certain programs can’t be used with them, nor can the 
“PH command in WordStar. Finally, we found that many print- 
ers don't obey their own command codes (for compressed 
type, emphasized etc.) if the “cancelling” code for that feature 
appears in the same text line as the ‘invoking’ code. 

Software: | installed my patch to WSMSGS.OVR for a few 
people; this makes WordStar 2.26 “‘look like” version 3.3 (no 
new features are added, but the 3.3 menus are more logical). 
some people learned for the first time that SuperCalc 
spreadsheets can be “printed” to disk files for “polishing up”’ 
by WordStar. The younger hackers got a charge out of printing 
the huge Spock picture from the ‘Miscellaneous’ section of 
the library. | gave a talk Saturday noon about what CP/M is 
and does (and only two years ago | had never heard of CP/M)! 
Most people found useful programs in the library, and we stud- 
ied how to use them. One couple walked next door to a berry 
farm and picked fresh raspberries on Saturday afternoon. And 
oh, yes — a lot of that deli food disappeared! [/ guess the last 
two items are software; berries and deli food. David] 

Hardware: Don Hinkel took his early, tan case 0-1 (serial 
number below 10,000) apart several times to cure various heat 
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and speed related problems that showed up after his double 
density upgrade (later Osbornes aren't as sensitive). Everyone 
crowded round to get a look! Later, Jack Brown burned new 
personalized ROM’s for us, with our names and ID numbers in 
the switch-on display, just above Osborne’s copyright mes- 
sage. | showed off my modified Atari-type joystick which 
plugs into a 5-pin DIN jack, just left of the TAB key; the 
joystick duplicates the four arrow keys and the fire button par- 
allels the space bar. 

Conclusion: Everyone got something good from “W.0.W.”; 
as people left on Sunday, they all said “Next time . . .”. We'll 
have to do it again; and maybe other user groups can pick up 
on the same idea. You can find cheap space for a 2-/ days ata 
farm (as we did), a large house, or you might try contacting a 
summer Camp — they’re hungriest for business during the 
first months of school in the fall. Your first “W.0.W.” can be 
unstructured; after that you’ll need one or two general topics 
like learning dBASE, installing WordStar etc. And you'll need 
to advertise that recognized local ‘experts’ in those topics 
will be on hand. Try it — It'll be a lot of fun! 

Alan T. Chattaway 
Daybreak Productions 
Vancouver, BC 


[/ like that! In FOG’s case it would be “WC W” — Weekend 
Computer Workshop, but that’s great! David 
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Kudos and Printer Help Needed 

| joined FOG (and JOG) [Johannesburg Osborne Group] in 
April ‘84, and | know that | made the second best investment 
since starting computing. The first was to buy an Osborne. 
Sorry you only come second but without my Osborne there 
would be no FOG for me. | 

| notice that many letters praise the high quality of 
FOGHORN, praise which is well deserved, but | must heap more 
praise on you. The September issue arrived on my desk on 
September 10th, ONLY 10 days after publication, that is worth 
two pats on the back. WELL DONE. 

| recently bought a Gemini-10x printer which has software 
controlled perforation skip and thus my program listings were 
not as neat as they used to be. | tried using the ‘N’ mode in 
WordStar, but it prints 55 lines irrespective of how long they 
are SO some pages spill over onto the next page. | wrote the 
accompanying program ‘LIST’ which seems to solve the prob- 
lem. | hope that it will be of use to someone else as well. I’m 
sure that it could be improved and | would like to hear from 
anyone with improvements. 

On the subject of printers, | was interested to read Larry 
Crooks’ letter about super/subscripting with the Gemini and 
WordStar. | have the same problem and tried Larry’s cure 
without success, as soon as there are 2 or more super/sub 
Scripts on a page the next page is printed in subscript mode. 


The only fix that seems to work has been to end the page with - 


a dummy subscript on/off toggle and a printer terminator con- 
trol. Not very elegant. Could someone send me a list of the hex 
codes that should be installed for WordStar? 


| am looking for software to link my Osborne to a teletext | 


system and would appreciate any advice, sources of software 
etc., that members know about. If there are any AMOQ’s in Eng- 
land, could | have an address, as our system is the same as 
the English Prestel system. 

Finally, many thanks for the product reviews, they are a 
great help as ordering unknown items from half way across 
the world can be quite nerve racking. 

Peter K. Brooks 
Orange Grove 
- South Africa 

& ke &® & & & 
Dear FOGHORN | 
| am relatively new to the world of MODEMS and Home 
computers. My first experience with the OCC COMM-PAC took 
place last July and thanks to Gale Rhoades’ patience and gen- 
eral concern for new users, it was a very enjoyable and 
enlightening experience. This letter is late because | have 
been on a rather long business trip and returned (what’s 
new?) to utter chaos and have not had the time to write or to 


even experiment further with my MODEM until recently. My ad- 


vice to anyone about to ‘‘take the plunge’’ is, be sure to begin 
a receiving file as soon as you make connection (if using 
AMCALL, hit <ES€> R. Then you can capture all that in- 


formation on disk and print it out later for reference. This 


Saves you a lot of telephone time on later calls. 
Thanks again Gale. With the kind of support you and all the 
members of the FOG/ FOGHORN staff provide to the member- 





ship and to OCC its easy to see why the company is back in 
business! 

M. F. Tolle 

Fort Meade, MD 


[/f you are using “MODEM7”, at the command prompt, type T 
d:filename © then the toggle “Y or ~? depending on the ver- 
sion. Read the MODEM documeniation for closing and saving 
the file. Davia | 


. 2 2&2 & & & B&B 
WS Location needed 


| am looking for the addresses of “Phantom Space’, ob- 
tained by “F and ‘‘Phantom Rubout’’, ~G, in WordStar versions 
2.26 and 3.30. | 
These send 20H and /FH respectively to the printer. | want 
to patch them so as to use these printer controls for other 
purposes. 
| would be grateful for any help. | 
Hanns Trostli 
P.0.Box 471 
13300 Itu, Brazil 


e* e# & & kk & & 


Dear FOGHORN 

Almost everyone who owns a computer subscribes to at 
least one magazine and storage will eventually become a 
problem. May | recommend a firm who sells a huge variety of 
magazine and newspaper storage systems. | have been deal- _ 
ing with this company since 1975 and have always been 
pleased with their prompt service and with their quality prod- | 


ucts and competitive pricing. 


Write for their catalog, you'll love it. 


THE HIGHSMITH Co., Inc. 
P.O. Box 800F 
Fort Atkinson, WI 53538 


Appreciate the fact that the October FOGHORN came pre- 
punched for a three ring binder. | hope this becomes the 
standard. 

Can someone provide the patch address for WordStar 3.3 to 
change the default ruler line length? | want a line length of 72, 
and it gets old fast having to reset the right margin every time | 
boot up. | | 

Gerald Allen Peters 
Ras Tanura, Saudi Arabia 


To change almost any of the default values of WordStar 3.3, 
use WINSTALL.COM. Go the menu of WordStar Features and 
select those options of interest to you. In the case of the line 
length, just change the default value for the right margin. 
Complete instructions and second chances will lead you 
through the program. It is usually best to have WINSTALL cre- 
ate a new named version of WordStar so that you can test it 
before deleting or overwriting the original WS.COM. | always 
create WSTEST.COM. If all works as | wanted, | delete 
WS.COM and rename WSTEST.COM to WS.COM. 

Remember that if you get into trouble an are not sure how to 
undue what you have done, you can abort the modification 
with a~C. You will be returned to the A> so that you can start 


over. — Gale Rhoades 
“2 28 8 @ 8 2 8 
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PROBLEM 


Remember when you originally introduced a personal 
computer into your office? 


No-one was enthusiastic. 


But now everyone is enthusiastic .... too enthusiastic. Your 
system is too small. 


What’s worse, you haven’t anywhere near realized a return on 
your investment yet. 


You spent time and money installing and integrating the 
software into your business. You don’t want to start over. 


Employees are suggesting excellent uses for the computer but 
can’t get CPU or printer time to put these ideas into effect. 


Your data vase is established and just becoming useful. New 
hardware usually means starting over again. 


THE SMALL BUSINES 
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SOLUTION 


The solution is the TRANTOR® WEB! ™ 


It transforms one to four isolated CP/M personal computers 
into a multi-user system with shared files, expanded printer 
capabilities, system security, electronic mail and much more! 


Because the WEB and a hard disk act like and extension to 
your present CP/M system you can run your existing software 
using your existing data bases. 


The WEB supports multiple users. Your inventory data can be 
read at the order desk, totaled at the accounting desk, and 
modified at the receiving dock! All at the same time - no 
swapping floppies of moving to another location to use that 
data. 





MULTIPLE USER FILE ACCESS 

Transparent write lockout to protect against two users trying 
to modify same file at same time. All users allowed 
simultaneous read access. 


WEBMAIL ™ 


Send messages to other users. Messages stored until target user 
calls for them. 


PRINTER SPOOLING 

Several files destined to the same printer will be automatically 
saved on the hard disk and sent one by one to the printer as it 
becomes free. Supports up to two serial printers and one 
parallel printer simultaneously. 


CACHE MEMORY 
The WEB uses 32 Kbytes of its internal Ram as a cache to 
speed up disk I O. 


® TRANTOR SYSTEMS, LTD. 
4432-I Enterprise Street 
Fremont, CA 94538 
Phone: (415) 490-3441 
Telex: 17-1618 Attn TNT 
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REAL TIME CLOCK 
The WEB has a real time clock that can be set and polled by 
application programs using simple BDOS calls. 


VERSATILITY 

The WEB is the only network of its class that allows you to 
inexpensively connect CP/M computers of different makes to 
the same hard disk and printer. You can add any of the 
computers supported by TRANTOR to your WEB to meet 
your growing needs. 


COMPUTERS SUPPORTED 


The WEB supports Osborne 1, Executive, Kaypro 2, 4, and 10, 
MD 1,2, and 3, Xerox 820, Multitech and PMC Micromate. 


Trantor, Web, Webmail, CP/M, Osborne 1, 
Executive, Kaypro, Morrow Design, Xerox, 
Multitech and PMC are registered 
trademarks of Trantor Systems, LTD., 
Digital Research Corp., Osborne Computer 
Corp., Kaypro Corp., Morrow Design, Inc., 
Xerox Corp., Multitech Electronics, Inc., 
and Personal Micro Computers, Inc. 
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LBRs and Your Remote 


CP/M Bulletin Board 
by Don Riggs 


Why does FOG have all those cotton-picking .LBR files up 
on the board? Is it just to keep the newer people impressed 
with how much smarter the more senior users are? Is it for 
some kind of snob appeal? Why are they deliberately trying to 
make it hard for people to download programs? How the devil 
are we supposed to go about finding what we want, and then 
how do we get it? | 

Those questions, and many more, seem to keep coming up 
in conversations with users, so let’s try for some answers. 

First, there really are some compelling reasons for using Li- 
brary Files, which are what those .LBRs stand for. One of the 
most important reasons is that CP/M, our operating system, 
will allow only a certain number of file names per disk. Even 
though FOG has a 33 MB hard disk system, they could easily 
run out of file name storage space if files in those libraries 
were out in the open, or free-standing. 

CP/M treats each .LBR file as one file, thereby saving direc- 
tory space, even though each library could contain many in- 
dividual files. 

secondly, .LBR files save space in another, and potentially 
equally important way. The minimum block size that CP/M 
uses for containing information is 1K. If the program is larger 
than 1K in size, CP/M allocates another full 1K of storage 
Space, even if only two or three characters of information go 
into that second area. (Some systems use 2K as the minimum 
block allocation size.) [Some hard disk systems use 4K 
blocks!| 

Many very useful programs are smaller than 1K in size, and 
practically no programs at all will use up all the space al- 
located to them, leaving little blobs of unused space here and 
there on your diskettes that you can’t touch. 

Libraries, on the other hand, do make better use of disk 
Space, since they use all the assigned space as one continu- 
ous unit, losing only a relatively small amount of space at the 
end of the last block, and using a small amount of space at the 
beginning for a directory. The most efficient use of libraries is 
to group many small files together, but there is usually some 
space saving even with large files. 

Another reason why libraries make good sense for a bul- 
letin board, such as FOG’s, is the ease of MODEM transfer. An 
entire group of files can be transferred with one MODEM com- 
mand sequence rather than having to initiate the transfer of 





January, F 985 


each file individually. Also, the file groupings are usually de- 
signed to.put all the required .OBJ, .TXT, .DOC, etc. files, for a 
given program, together in one library, making it easier not to 
overlook the one file you need, to make the others work. 

OK, enough with the sales pitch! Libraries are great things! 
Right up there on the desirability list with window-washing ro- 
bots! So, since they are so great, how can we use them? 

Fortunately, there are a lot of programs available through 
FOG (and from other CP/M Bulletin Boards.) Probably the first 
one to explore is the LDIR command available on most boards; 
FOG’s included. Let’s assume that you are logged onto the 
Board in section A0:. Let’s further assume that on the same 
drive and user area you see a file something like: NCAT36.LBR 


OK, now type: LDIR NCAT36 > 


(Do not type ©. That stands for RETURN or ENTER. Whenever 
you see that symbol used in this article, hit either RETURN or 
ENTER.) You will see something like: 


Library DIRectory Ver:2.11 83-03-21 
Copyright © 1982, 1983 Gary P. Novosielski 
Press CTRL-S to pause; CTRL-c to cancel 


Library: a):NCAT36.LBR has 12 entries, 4 free: 


NCAT .COM 6k NCAT36 . DOC 7K 

NCAT36. TXT 3k XCAT .COM 3k 

XCAT37 . DOC 4k FIND .COM ‘1k 

FIND2 . DOC ek 

Active entries: 8, Deleted: 0, Free: 4, Total: 12 


AQ) 


You have a listing of the files in the library, and the size of 
each file in K. Your next step depends on how long you have 
been logged on and the speed (usually 300 baud or 1200 
baud) of your modem. The total NCAT36.LBR takes up 26K of 
disk space, and with a 300 baud modem, will take a little less 
than 25 minutes to transfer. A 1200 baud modem will transfer 
in about 1/4 the time, or a little over 6 minutes. (A quick | 
approximation is 40 seconds per K at 300, 10 seconds per K at 
1200.) Most boards have a one-hour time limit so more users 
can be served over a given time. 

If time is not short, or if you have 1200 baud, you would 
probably take the entire library. Type: 


AO) xmodem $s neat36.lbr 


(| have left the system prompt in capitals and used lower case 
for entries typed by you only for clarity. You can use either up- 
per or lower case.) 

The system will respond with the name of the file, and the 
time to transfer, and await your next command. Issue what- 
ever commands your modem and communications program 
require for file transfer. 

[/f you are using a version of MODEM 7 to communicate with 
the “board”, after receiving the transfer information men- 
tioned in the last paragraph, you should type CTRL-E (which 
will bring you back to the COMMAND: /evel of your own com- 
puter — in MODEM 7. You then type the following: 


COMMAND: r neat36.lbr 


> 
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When the file transfer is complete, type CTRL-E and at the 
COMMAND: prompt, T © ©. You should be back to the AO: 
prompt of the “board” computer.] 

lf your time is short, or you don’t want the entire file at this 
time, the command is similar: 


AO) xmodem | neat36 neat36.doe > 


That series of commands ‘opens’ the library, finds the 
specified file, and, again, responds with the name of the file, 


time to transfer, etc. Receive the file in the same way as the 


first example. 

All that is fine, but let's suppose that we don’t know 
whether we want any files out of the library, or the library it- 
self, and would like to read a little bit about it first. Aha! LTYPE 
is at your service! Using the same drives and files as before, 
type: 

AO) Itype ncat36 neat36.doc 


And the contents of NCAT36.D0C start printing on your 
screen. Read as much of the file as you want, then cancel with 
CTRL C, and you are back to AO>. 

The only difference in getting information from another 
drive or user area is that you need to insert that information 
prior to the name of the library: 


AO) Idirb4:ncat36 O 
or 
AO) Itype b:ncat36 ncat36.doc © 


gets the file from drive B, user area 4. 

While we are on the subject of files to down-load, be sure to 
look for one named LSWEEP.LBR or some variation of that 
(LSWEEP 10.LBR, for example.) LSWEEP does for library files 
what NSWEEP does for standard files (reads, unsqueezes 
squeezed files, etc.) If you are going to use libraries at all, 
you'll love LSWEEP. 

That should be enough for this installment on what will be a 
somewhat sporadic series of articles. Next time we will talk 
about the LRUN and DELBR commands, and start digging in to 
the LU series of Commands for operating on our own libraries. 
That should follow next month, or in Jerry Pournelle’s words 
“Real Soon Now.” Unfortunately, earning one’s daily bread 
sometimes cuts into the important things in life, like Pe 
with your computer, or writing these lines. 


Don is the President of OPEK (Osborne Portable Enthsiats Kan- 
sas), an Affiliated Member Organization. For information about 
their meeting times, see the CALENDAR section in the center of 
this issue. 
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that are constantly being added and updated. 


Other services include free information on starting your own Local KUG, information on printer configurations, 
updates on hardware and software, the latest news from Kaypro Corp. and MORE. 


For additional information and KUG membership application, fill out the coupon and send it to: 


Do it now and find new friendly KUGGERS through the independent international Kaypro Users’ Group. 
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Kug Update and Invitation 


LS : — KUG, the International Kaypro Users’ Group, invites you to join the more than 15,000 
-_-::: members from around the world. 


As a member, you will receive the bi-monthly KUGRAM® newsletter that is read in all 
50 states and 23 countries worldwide. The articles and programs in KUGRAM® are 
aimed at the first time user and the “pro”. We have received welcoming comments from 
7 both. Our column on CP/M titled CP/M STUFF, is regarded as a fine tutorial in working 
with the KAYPRO operating system. Others include BOX 100 (letters from members), CHAPTERS (new chapters 
from around the world), IN RESPONSE (answers to the many questions we receive), VENDORS (suppliers of 
Kaypro compatible products) and REVIEWS of software and hardware for the Kaypro Computer. 


KUG also operates its own Bulletin Board and is a SIG (Special Interest Group) on CompuServe (GO PCS 25). You 
can meet and communicate with other KUGGERS through this electronic medium. | 


The KUG library has excellent public domain software such as GAMES (Adventure, Pac-Man, Eliza and more), 
UTILITIES (programs to make your file handling easier), HELPS (helpful hints on MBASIC, SBASIC, CP/M and 
others), also programs for MODEM, BUSINESS, STATISTICS, MULTI-FORMATS plus contributions from members 
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Using DU 
by Don Riggs 





[/n the FOGHORN issues, Sept. and Oct. ‘83 and May ‘84, we 
were treated to a three part tutorial on the use of DU-V77, by 
Doug Hurst. The program, commonly called DU, is a very 
popular and powerful utility, which is why you find many arti- 
cles describing it’s use. It is available in the FOG Library in 
various forms. The Osborne versions that | know of are: DUU, - 
FOG/UTL.006; DU-V77,  -FOG/UTL.O19;  DU2VI8,_ - 
FOG/UTL.044 and DU-V86, -FOG/EX 1.006. The following is 
the first of a series of tutorials on using DU-V86, by Don Riggs. 
Don is president of OPEK, Osborne Portable Enthusiasts of 
Kansas, a FOG A.M.0. in Wichita. He is writing this series for 
the OPEK newsietter, DRIBBLE BITS.] 


The September ‘84 issue of FOGHORN is responsible for my 
falling in love again. The article was about eliminating the 
logo during start-up, and increasing the speed of the disk 
drives. The object of my awakened passions is the program in 
the FOG library called DU-V86.COM (-FOG/EX 1.006). 

To make a short story long, | tried installing the patches 


given in the article, using DDT in accordance with the instruc- 


tions as written. The first portion of the patch (removing the 
‘Flying 0’) worked as outlined, but careful timing with a stop- 
watch indicated that my drives ran at the same speed or 
Slower after the patch than before! One thing led to another, 
and | started exploring the contents of the diskette | was work- 
ing on with DU-V86. | am naturally lazy, | guess, and also the 
fewer characters | have to type, the fewer mistakes | make, so 
one of the first things | did was to use REN (or NSWEEP, | for- 
get which) to change the name to just plain DU. Next, | made a 
copy of my WordStar diskette, loaded it in drive B, put DU in 
drive A, typed DU, then LB (to log in one diskette in drive B. It 
looked like this: 


Ay du (I have left the CP/M nisin in upper-case and my entry 
In lower case for clarity only. You should probably use upper- 
case, for reasons we will explore later.) 


DISK UTILITY ver. 8.6 
Universal Version under CP/M 2.2: 


Type ? for help 
Type X to exit 


Lb 


Being curious as to where the log-on program started, | set 


the program to start at the first track (0) and the first sector (1) 


on the disk, and told it to hunt for the name AUTOST. nee S 


how that looked: 


‘T0;81;=AUTOST © (© means nit the RETURN or ENTER key) 
T=0, S=1, PS=0 


After some disk access | saw: 
T=0, S=1, PS=0 | 


= AT 24 


T=1, S=6, PS=5 
Well! That is certainly a lot of help! What does all that gib- 


berish mean to me? Not very much yet! Wait a minute! The 
help menu and the documentation both said something about — 


using ‘‘D” to dump the sector to the screen. 


‘DO | 

00 E1B1E1B2 £1B3E1B4 £1040002 1E0D0000 *ataza3ada.......* 
10 00000000 00000000 00000000 01074155 *..............AU* 
20 544F5354 20033031 32333435 36373839 *TOST 0123456789" 
30 OBOCOAO8 00000000 o0000000 00000000 *................ * 


40 00000000 00000000 00000000 O0000000 *................ ss 
50 00000000 00000000 00000000 00000000 *.............. ogee 
60 00000000 00000000 00000000 00000000 *................ - 
70 00000000 00000000 00000000 O0000000 *................ * 


Hey! Things are looking up! Now | have a whole bunch more 
gibberish to look at! One thing though, our program AUTOST 
does show up in the area over at the right. And some of those 
numbers look sort of familiar. Yes! 41 is the hex number that 
represents A, and 55 is the same for U! And so on for the let- 
ters and numbers in the third line. Well, lets see what we can 
do with them. 


_:CATE,W;W;D © (| just told DU to C(hange) the A(scii) character. 
represented by byte 1E to a W, to Write) it to the disk, then 


read back a new D(ump) from the disk.) Here’s what happens: 
00 E1B1E1B2 E1B3E1B4 £1040002 1EQD0000 *ata2a3ada....... * 


10 00000000 00000000 00000000 01075755 *.............. WU* 
20 944F5354 20033031 32333435 36373839 *TOST .0123456789* 
30 OBOCOA08 00000000 00000000 00000000 *......... oe “i 
40 00000000 00000000 o0000000 nD000000 *................ = 
50 00000000 00000000 d0000000 00000000 *................ J 

* 


60 00000000 00000000 00000000 00000000 *................ 
70 00000000 00000000 00000000 


00000000 00000000 
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QOOOO000 ge sc ese camdad - 

Both the Hex number representation and the letter changed to © 

W! Continue: 

iCA1F,S;W;D O ; 

00 E1B1E1B2 E1B3E1B4 £1040002 1E0D0000 *ata2a3ada....... * 

10 00000000 00000000 00000000 01075755 *.............. WS* 

20 544F5354 20033031 32333435 36373839 *TOST .0123456789* 

30 OBOCOAO8 00000000 00000000 D0000000 *................ : 

40 00000000 00000000 00000000 DD0000000 *................ * 

50 00000000 00000000 00000000 D0000000 *................ : 

60 00000000 00000000 00000000 00000000 *................ * 
* * 


00000000 QO000000 *................ 
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Better and better! After changing the bytes at positions 20, 
21, 22, and 23 to spaces, we end up with: 


00 E1B1E1Be E1B3E1B4 £1040002 1EQD0000 *atlada3ada....... : 
10 00000000 00000000 00000000 01075755 *.............. WS* 
20 20202020 20033031 32333435 36373839 * .0123456789* 
30 OBOCOAD8 00000000 00000000 O0000000 *................ - 
40 00000000 00000000 00000000 00000000 *................ ‘ 
50 00000000 00000000 00000000 00000000 *................ : 
60 00000000 00000000 00000000 00000000 *................ = 

* * 


70 00000000 90000000 00000000 00000000 


Now, for the acid test! Take your copy of WordStar out of 
Drive B, put it in Drive A, push RESET, then hit (gently, please) 
the RETURN key. Hey! No logo, we go straight to loading 
WordStar! | like it! You might too! | 

Next month, or Real Soon Now, I'll tell you about using the 
same general method, along with the SUBMIT.COM program to 
bring up SuperCalc2 with the DATTIM program first, then SC2 
automatically after the date and time have been entered. By 
the way, do any of you know the location of the stupid section 
of DATTIM that asks you for the time? SC doesn’t use it, and | 
would like to get rid of it. 

Oh yes, | haven't solved the disk drive speed mystery yet, 
but | strongly suspect that my 80-column mod included a 
drive speed change. Tracing down the program leads me to 
believe that the 01 byte at location 1C controls drive speed. | 
know that the 03 at location 25 calls for an 80 column screen, 
with 01 and 02 calling for 52 and 104 columns (if, that is, you 


have the 80-column mod installed.) 
' *e*# &£¢ & & & @ 
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WordStar Workshop 
by Alan T. Chattaway 


Don’t Believe Everything You Read! | 

In the last few months I’ve read several reviews comparing 
word processing programs, in leading computer magazines | 
won't name here. | realize it’s natural to compare newer pro- 
grams to WordStar: WordStar is the best-seller, has been 
around longer, and doesn’t have every feature of every new 
word processor — for example, a math mode to total columns 
of figures, macros (unless you buy SmartKey), on-screen 
boldfacing, etc. 

But when these reviews claim the newer programs have 
features that WordStar doesn’t have, they ought to take the 
trouble to find out just what WordStar can do. A misleading 
review could cost you and me money, if we go out and buy 
something new to get a feature we don't know we already 
have. 

Example: Two reviews praised other programs because 
they can store the document’s margins and tabs in the text 
ready for next edit time ‘which WordStar can’t do’’. | do it all 
the time! Type a line just like the ruler line you would like, 
place the cursor anywhere on it, and type CTRL-OF. ‘Your’ 
ruler line is copied to the “real” ruler line at the top of the 
screen! 
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_ If you want margins beyond the present ones, use the Mar- 
gin Release function CTRL-OX when typing ‘‘your’ ruler line. 
Since you don’t want it printed as part of the document, make 
its first two characters dots instead of hyphens. As you prob- 
ably know, ANY line starting with two dots is considered to be 
a “comment” and won't be printed. | 

If you want the left margin anywhere other than column 1, 
use a Slight variation on this idea. Type the two dots, then 
CTRL-PM; this puts a hyphen in the flag column, indicating 
that the next line on the screen is considered part of the line 
you just typed (that is, the non-printing comment line). This 
also puts the cursor on that next line, so just type spaces to 
the left margin position you want, then the ruler line you would 
like and use CTRL-OF as before. 

Other formatting details (page length, top and bottom mar- 
gins etc.) are of course stored as dot commands at the head of 
the document. Voila! The whole format is saved with the docu- 
ment. Even better, you can have many different sets of mar- 
gins and tabs scattered throughout the text and save them all 
in the document’s disk file. 

Example: Other programs allow saving the file under a dif- 
ferent name than it had when you opened it, “which WordStar 
can’t do”. This one is trivial — Just mark the WHOLE file as a 
block, and write it to disk using CTRL-KW under any name you 
like! 

Example: ‘“WordStar returns the cursor to the beginning of 
the file when you save it (CTRL-KS); this forces you to search 
laboriously for your previous place’. It’s true that CTRL-KS 
leaves the cursor at the start of the file; but as anyone knows 
who has ever worked at Help Level 3, right after saving with 
CTRL-KS WordStar displays a message advising you to type 
CTRL-QP to go back to the previous place in the file. | have a 
Function Key set up to do both: (CTRL-KSXCTRL-QP). 

Even if WordStar DIDN’T have CTRL-QP, you could mark 
your place with one of the 10 numbered place markers or 
“paperclips’’ (CTRL-K3 for example) before saving the file, 
then jump back there with CTRL-Q3 later. 

Example: ‘‘None of the Menus explains the Dot Com- 
mands’. This person must be blind — The Help Menu clearly 
says “D Dot commands’; typing D from the Help Menu gives 
about six screenfuls of explanation about dot commands. 

Moral: | wish paid review writers and editors would contact 
manufacturers before publishing, to see if their criticisms are 
valid. We would all be better served! 


How To Print Those Dot Commands! 

Dot commands are great! But there are times when you'd 
like to print out a copy of the document WITH THE DOT COM- 
MANDS SHOWING so you can keep on file .a printed record of 
“how you did it’. Trouble is, when you print the file, WordStar 
‘obeys’ the dot commands instead of printing them. How to 
make it just plain print them? 

There are numerous solutions to this, some involving more 
work than others, but | want to describe several methods be- 
cause we might all learn something. FIRST, WordStar can be 
patched to recognize some character other than the period **.”’ 
as the start of a ‘“‘dot’’ command. For example, many other 


> 
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word processors use the backslash “\” this way. If you want 
WordStar to use some other character than the period, patch 
location 0394 with the HEX ASCII code for the character you 
want. A WordStar patched to use some other character will, of 
course, not recognize the dot any longer and will therefore 
print the dot commands. 

The reason this patch exists became Clear to me when one 
of my employers bought a laser printer. It, too, needs dot com- 
mands to do ITS formatting!!! An unpatched WordStar could 
not create such files since it would try to obey the dot com- 
mands meant for the printer, instead of sending them to the 
printer. Patching Wordstar to use a different character solves 
the problem. 

Another method for sini the dot commands is to use the 
search and replace feature to change each occurence of (car- 
riage return\dot) into (carriage returnXcomma, or another 
character). The file can then be printed, and will show the dot 
commands starting with a comma. 

My favorite method is so subtle that | like it best. | search for 
(carriage return) and change this to (carriage return\space). 
The whole file looks the same, except everything has moved 
one place to the right. Since dot commands MUST start in col- 


umn 1, and mine now start in column 2, they are not recog- 


nized as dot commands and get printed like any text. 

An even subtler idea (which | haven’t yet tested) is to re- 
place every (carriage return) with (carriage return) 
(space(CTRL-P)CTRL-H). This will put a backspace after the 
initial space on each line, so the printout will even fall in the 
same columns on the paper! Note that these search-and-re- 
place ideas change all soft carriage returns to hard ones, so 
do this on a COPY of your file and delete it after printing. 


Fighting The Fading Ribbon 

As ribbons age and fade away, corastitnes | want to make 
my file print in “emphasized” or ‘boldface’. But | don’t want 
to put these commands in the file forever! My solution is to use 
MailMerge to call that file from another one; the calling file in- 
vokes the special effects. For example: 


OP 
-AV “FILE TO PRINT?’ ' , FILENAME 
.AV ** EFFECT WANTED?’' , EFFECT 
&EFFECTS 


PN 1 
.FI &FILENAME& 


When merge-printed, this asks for the name of the file to be 
printed and the type of special effect wanted. It starts up the 
desired effect, then sets the page number back to “1” and 
puts out.a fresh page for the desired file to start on. Note that 
when asked for the effect wanted, typing CTRL-P CTRL-Q will 
show only CTRL-Q on the screen, but it works as desired. 


Alternative To CTRL-PO (The Non-Break Space) 

The purpose of the Non-Break Space is to create ‘‘special”’ 
spaces between words that don’t ‘open up” during 
reformatting and justification. For example, you may number 


paragraphs like this: 


1. First paragraph 
starts here. 


2. Second one starts 
about here. 


Justification shifted ‘‘First’’ to the right, making the page 
look bad. Non-Break Spaces between “1.” and “First” would 
force the “‘soft’’ spaces to go between “‘First’’ and “‘para- 
graph”, which would look better. 

Unfortunately, at work | have to use a 16-bit version of 
WordStar which has a bug in the Non-Break Space feature 


- (one not present in our old 8-bit 2.26 version, by the way!). So | 


needed another way to achieve the same effect. | hit on the fol- 
lowing which works fine, and | now use it in preference to 
CTRL-PO even on my Osborne. 

| start the line with the paragraph number, then hit CTRL- 
PM which the P-Menu describes as “‘Overstrike Next Line’. A 
hyphen appears in the flag column, and the cursor advances 
one line. | then tab to the starting point for the word “First” 
and just type that paragraph. On the screen | see: 


4. a 
First paragraph 

starts here. ( 

2: - 
second one starts 

about here. ( 

but on paper it prints it this way: 
1. First paragraph 
Starts here. 


2. Second one starts 
about here. 


There’s no limit to how many times you can “split” a line - 


with CTRL-PM this way. All the split lines will print as one line 
on the paper. The advantage is that neither justification nor 
reformatting will disturb the position of the first word on each 
fragment of the line. Also, CTRL-PO, like all control char- 
acters, takes an extra character space on the screen. This 
way you don’t need the CTRL-OD feature to see if the columns 
are properly aligned vertically. 


Checking Number Of Fields In MailMerge Files 

This one sounds trivial, but comes in handy. In MailMerge 
you must have the same number of “‘fields” on each line. 
Checking this by eye can be a bore; you can automate it as 
follows: 

Suppose you should have 6 fields per line. That means five 
commas will be on each line (I’m assuming you have no “hid- 
den’’ commas inside fields enclosed in quotation marks). 
Starting at the top of the file, do a ‘‘search’’ (CTRL-QF) for a 
comma, and when asked about Options, choose 5. This will 
put your cursor on the fifth comma in the file. If everything is 
fine, this will be the last comma in the first line. Now do CTRL- 
L (repeats the last search again) — You should now be on the 
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last comma in the SECOND line, and so on. If not, you have just 


passed an error! 
Checking For Pairs Of CTRL-PB And The Like 


This is much like the last tip. Have you ever printed a file, 


only to find that you left out one CTRL-PB and got EVERY- 
THING after a certain point boldfaced? If you are printing the 
whole file, you can usually see where the error is; but what if 
you are printing just page 25 of 30? How do you find the miss- 
ing control character? 

Search for (CTRL-PXCTRL-B) with the Option “2”. Each 
time you press CTRL-L you should land on the LAST of a pair 
of CTRL-PB’s. If you find yourself sitting on the FIRST of a pair, 
you have just passed the unpaired control character! 


““WildCards”’ In WordStar Searches 

The CTRL-PB tip above will not work for finding CTRL-PS, 
because WordStar uses that character as a “wildcard” in 
search operations — It matches ANY space, punctuation 
mark or control character, but NOT letters or numbers. 

Similarly, CTRL-PA matches ANY character at all; and 
CTRL-PO followed by a particular character matches any 
character EXCEPT that one! These are useful when searching 
for variations in spelling. 


How To Edit Without Making A Backup 

Finally revealed! How to edit a WordStar file and save the 
new version WITHOUT creating a backup! This was invented 
out of sheer necessity when | had to fix a small error on an 
archive disk that was absolutely full. The technique is: 


* Open a new file of a different name. 

* Read in the file of interest (CTRL-KR). 

* Do the editing. 

* Mark the ENTIRE file as one block. 

* Write it back (CTRL-KW) to the same disk and filename. 
(This will be easy because, when prompted for the file- 
name, just type CTRL-R — The name will still be in the 
buffer from when you read it in.) 

* Abandon the file you are working in (CTRL-KQ). 


A few cautions about this technique. 


(1) The new version of the file after editing must not exceed 
the space available on that disk. You can always check file 
size by jumping to the end and typing CTRL-OP; the status line 
then shows byte count (FC =) instead of page number. 

(2) If the file size exceeds what can be held in memory, 
WordStar makes temporary files on the default disk. If the disk 
you are editing is full and the file is large, use a WordStar disk 
with nothing else but WordStar on it in Drive A, and don’t log 
to B but just read in the file from B: and write it back the same 
way. This will put the temporary files on drive A while you 
work. | 

(3) Since the whole idea of this technique is to avoid making 
backups, realize the risk you run of losing the whole file when 
you overwrite it at the end. Don’t blame me if you lose 
everything! 

This technique can also be used to make multiple versions 
of the same file without exiting from editing or using the 
“copy” function. 
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Carriage Returns In Non-Insert Mode 
Hitting the RETURN button in the Non-Insert Mode is frus- 


|. trating; the cursor jumps to the next line but no carriage return 


is created. To save switching to Insert Mode and back just for 
One carriage return, instead use CTRL-N. This puts in a Car- 
riage return regardless of the mode you are in. It leaves the 
cursor on the old line, but hitting RETURN will now move it 
down. 

This can be used to run WordStar in the style of Scripsit, 
select or other editors if you are more familiar with them. Stay 
in the Non Insert Mode, and when you want to insert some- 
thing, type CTRL-N to insert a carriage return — This breaks 
the line in two — and type in the text to be inserted, as much 
as you wish. Then type CTRL-G (or CTRL-T) to delete the car- 
riage return character and “heal up” the line. Use CTRL-B if 
you wish to reformat the paragraph. Sometimes | find this 
easier than changing modes with the CTRL-V toggle because 
(unlike a toggle) | can tell which ‘‘mode” !’m.in from the 
appearance of the text itself, as well as from my memory of the 
last control character | typed. 


“Centering” When The Line Has Other Text Each End 

| sometimes head up a document with a line that has text at 
each end and spaces in the centre. | want to type the main title 
there but | also want it centred on the page. The CTRL-OC 
command won't work on that line because the line is full of 
characters from end to end. 

The CTRL-PM (“‘Overstrike Next Line’) mentioned earlier 
gets me out of this bind. | simply end the top line in CTRL-PM 
and type the main title on the next line. CTRL-OC centres that 
line with ease; | then check by eye that no two characters will 
fall in the same spot when the two screen lines are printed on 
the same line of the paper. 


Successful Searches 7 

WordStar’s search function offers the option of “ignoring 
case” (upper and lower) when searching. The most common 
example of this is when a word may appear as ‘““Hedgemony” 
or “hedgemony”’ in the same document; an easier way and 
finding both forms (if you're not replacing them) is to simply 
search for ‘‘edgemony’’! (No, it’s not due to any British an- 
cestry | may have!) 


Macros (Free!) With WordStar 

Many Word Processors now offer “macros” — User-de- 
fined strings of text that can be called up and inserted into the 
text with just a few keystrokes. This helps, for example, if you 
have to type ‘‘First Osborne Group”’ repeatedly. 

You can shell out $90 for SmartKey 2 (and it certainly is the 
ideal solution, as it supports all your software and not just 
WordStar) but being cheap, | simply type some unique string 
like “FOG” all through the document, then do a Global Search- 
And-Replace (followed by a fast Global Reformat CTRL-QQ 
CTRL-P1) at the END. No extra keystrokes required! 


Recovering From ‘False Moves” 

Did you ever make a false move? You marked a block, in- 
tended to copy it, hit V instead of C and ended up moving the 
block away from its proper place. Don’t fret — Recovery takes 


only eight keystrokes: 
| cont. on page 25 


ADVERTISEMENT ADVERTISEMENT 


BUILD ON OUR 
HARD DISKS. 











We're very proud of what Drive C: owners have to say about us. 
We won't mind if now they say we're cheap. 


Trantor 10 MByte Hard Disk complete only $1,295. 
TurboPac Systems with 192K Cache Buffer from$I,690. 

With 256K Cache and [28K Print Buffer from $1,990. 
Web Multi-User Hard Disk Systems from $2,490. 

Drive C: hard disk systems, are built with proven TurboPac systems with hi-speed Cache Buffer are the 
and reliable Trantor hard disks. Available in 10, 20 and 33 most powerful hard disks available. Get the 128K Print 
MByte sizes, there fully compatible with all.Osborne |s Buffer option for the utmost in computing power. 
and Executives. Each TurboPac system includes the Drive C: RAM-disk 

For additional capacity and convenience, add a 5 MByte software for portable operation. When you're on the move, 
Removable Cartridge to any of our systems. And if you just unplug your hard disk and take Drive C: with you. 
have a Parallel printer, use our built-in Centronics port. If you say our hard disks are the best bytes you can buy, 

All DriveC: hard disk systems include the comprehen- we won't mind if you - 
sive Trantor System Support software and ManyKey from say we re cheap. Drive Ce 
CompuMagic. 1690 65th Street Emeryville, CA 94608 


Telex 756329 (DRIVE C UD) WU EASYLINK 62533500 


For information call 415-652-3222. 
To order call TOLL FREE (800) 526-6500 (in CA (800) 831-3144) 


Above are User Group Member prices. Prices and specifications subject to change without notice. 
TRADEMARKS: Drive C:-Drive C:, TurboPac/ Trantor Systems Ltd.-Trantor/OCC-Osborne |, Executive / CompuMagic-ManyKey 
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cont. from page 23 


CTRL-QV — Jump to source of last move (the false move!) 
_ CTRL-KV — Move block back to rightful place 
CTRL-QV — Jump to source of most recent move (which is 
now the place where you wanted to copy the 
block in the first place) 
CTRL-KC — Copy it properly this time. 


Missing Spaces at Block Ends 

When | move a phrase, 9 times out of 10 there are no spaces 
at one end of the moved block. Using CTRL-A or CTRL-F (jump 
a word left or right) wouldn’t put me at the point of the trouble 
since where there is no space, no word is deemed to start! | 


-finally realized that the fast way to get there to correct these 


problems is to use CTRL-QB (jump to start of block) and CTRL- 
QK (jump to end of block). 


Speed Up Global Replacements 
Search-and-Replace is thought by many people to be slow. 
It is, IF you let WordStar show you each string as it is replaced 


(the default mode). However, if you just type €TRL-S (stands for 


Speedup, | guess) as soon as the search is underway, it’s done 
off-screen, which makes it Several times faster. 


is &# 8 & & & & 





ADVERTISEMENT 


pou? 
Now for " 
1DD: 


Ospor “ne 1 


Knowledge And Mind Amplification System. 


A unique blend of familiar productivity tools with dynamic new ones: 

L] Outline Processing lets you organize your ideas in a familiar outline form. 

[J Information Retrieval keeps your thoughts at your fingertips with astonishing pce 
[} Word Processing fills out the structure of your ideas with text. 

(] Telecommunications lets you set up a structured, electronic bulletin board. 

[] Programming Environment lets you get under the hood and extend your horizons. 


It all adds up to awesome Knowledge Processing power. Your chance tojointhe next 
wave of the integrated software revolution. 


Available for CP/M, Z80 systems. Special introductory offer: $147. Send now for your free 
copy of The KAMAS Report. 
Cc. \ COMPUSOPHIC Dept. 121 ¢ 2525 SW 224th Ave 
NZ SYSTEMS Aloha, Oregon 97006 (503) 649-3765 


KAMAS isa tradema oe ophic Systems. CP/M is a registered trademark of Digital Research. Inc. Z80 isa 
gistered trademark of Zilog, In 
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Two Routines For C/80 
by Arthur Seltzer 


In this article, | would like to present two simple C/80 
routines that | have incorporated into my libraries. They are 
both simple routines, but arise in almost any program. The 
first routine, ‘“‘puts.c’’, prints a string without the overhead of 
the usual printf. The second function, ‘‘getyn.c’, is a routine 
that gets a yes or no response from the console and returns 
that value. | will also list a routine for direct cursor address- 
ing, “curpos’, which | IS called by ‘“‘getyn’’. 

| first wrote “puts.c” since it is a routine used throughout 
Jack Purdum’s C Programming Guide (Que Corporation) and is 
useful if you wish to follow along with his programming exam- 
ples. AS an aside, | can recommend this book as a very 
readable tutorial on C replete with illustrative programs that 
makes no assumptions about the programming experience of 
the reader. Although Purdum makes extensive use of ‘“‘puts’”’, 
this routine is not documented in the Kernighan & Ritchie, C 
Programming Language, which defines C. Whereas the 


~ source for printf runs about 7K, “puts” only occupies 1K. For 


the common task of outputting a string, “puts” works just as 
well. 


_ /* This function writes a string to the console for quick i/o ob- 
_ Viating [sic] the need for printf inmost instances. Nonewline is 


automatically issued at end of string. */ 


puts (string) 
char *string; 


| 
Char*S: 
S = string: 
while (*s) 
putchar (*s++); 
/* putchar (‘\n'); */ 


“Puts” accepts one parameter, the string, which can be re- 
presented as an array of characters or as a pointer to a char- 
acter. In C, these two representations are virtually equivalent, 
so | chose the latter as it is easier to step through the string 
with the ++ increment operator. All strings in C are termi- 
nated with the ‘\0’ character which is equivalent to a machine 
zero. Thus, a while loop can be used to step through the char- 
acter array until it encounters the null terminator and be- 
comes false. The characters are output with the putchar 
routine which prints out the contents of the consecutive mem- 
ory locations that the string occupies. : 

Purdum’s “puts’’ routine outputs a newline after the string. 
However, | have commented it out as | prefer to manually put — 
the newline in as part of the string. Thus, in my programs | 
would enter something like: | . 


puts (“Print a string on the console\n”); 


to effectively accomplish the same thing. The point is that 
there are occasions where | prefer not to include a newline at 
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the end of a string. | have since attached this routine to the 
CLIBRARY.REL file using LIB. First, however, the ‘‘puts.c”’ 
source file must be compiled with the -m2 option to produce 
code for RMAC which in turn produces the REL format file re- 
quired by LIB. Alternatively, you could include the source file 
at the head of your source file. | 
The second function, “getyn’, accepts either a ‘y’ or ‘n’ in 
response to an interrogative prompt. It only accepts ‘y’ or ‘n’ 
and rejects any other input. It also illustrates how to do char- 
acter-at-a-time i/o in C/80. In part 4 of Dave Ring’s C pre- 
sentation (FOGHORN, July 1984) he presents an assembly 


language function called ‘‘key’’ which essentially calls BDOS | 


for service number 6 to input a character at the console. How- 
ever, he is incorrect in writing that character at a time i/o can- 
not be done in C/80. 


getyn (row,col) 
int row,col; 


/* Get a Yor N response from the console. Convert response to 
lower case. Disallow any other input than Y or N- reposition the 
cursor and request the response. */ 


| 
\ 


char c:; 
extern char Cmode: 


Cmode = 0; /* console i/o a char at a time */ 


c = tolower (getchar()); 

while (c l= "y’ &c !=‘n’) | 
curpos (row,col); 
putchar (’ ‘); /* invalid entry - backspace */ 
putchar (’\010'); /* and erase */ 


c = tolower (getchar()); 


\ 
| 


curpos (row,0); 
Cmode=1; /* reset console i/o to line at a time */ 
return (c); 
| 
| 
#include *‘stdlib.c’’ | 
Getchar normally waits for a carriage return before return- 
ing its value. However, if character-at-a-time i/o is desired you 
must set a variable internal to C/80, Cmode, to 0. Cmode must 
therefore be declared as an external variable. When Cmode is 
set to zero, getchar accepts the first character entered from 
the console, functioning like INPUTS in MBASIC. This proce- 
dure for getting a character at a time from getchar is docu- 
mented in the C/80 mamual. 
“Getyn” asks for a character from the console, converts it 
to lower case if it has not been entered in lower case, and 
loops back until the character entered is either a ‘y’ or an ‘n’. 


A rejected entry is erased before the next character can be ac-. 


cepted. “Getyn” also positions or repositions itself in a des- 
ignated cursor location by calling a routine called ‘‘curpos”’. 
“Curpos” is essentially the same as “cursor” presented in 
Dave Ring’s article but | present it here in case you missed it. 
“Getyn” takes as its parameters a row and a column on the 
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terminal from where input will be given. Presumably, the 
cursor will be positioned at the end of the prompt. When 
“getyn’” gets a valid response, it sets Cmode back to 1 and 
returns either a ‘y’ or an ‘n’. Thus, it is possible to get a char- 
acter at a time in C/80 without resorting to assembly lan- 
guage. Also note that “‘stdlib.c’ must be included since 
“getyn” calls upon the tolower function found in the C/80 
standard library. 
“Puts” and “getyn’ are often used in tandem. A typical uSs- 
age of these two functions might look something like: 


char Cc; 

curpos (1,0); 

puts (* ‘Do you program in C?’’); 
c = getyn (1,21); 


The above routine positions the cursor at the beginning of 


line 1 and ‘‘puts” writes an interrogative prompt on the 


screen. The prompt is 20 characters long so | want ‘‘getyn’’ to: 


position itself at position 21 of line 71. A ‘y’ or an ‘n’ is then 
Stored in c. “Getyn’ returns a character, but need not be de- 
clared as a function that returns a character. Since the default 
type of a function is “int”, C does not require that functions 
returning characters be declared as such. 

Finally, |am presenting the function “curpos” which allows 
for direct cursor addressing. It is essentially the same as the 
“cursor” routine presented in Dave Ring’s C series. 


curpos (col,row) 


int col, row; 
| 
\ 
putchar (ESC); /* ESC has been #defined as 27 */ 
putchar ('=’); | 
_ putchar (row + 32); 

putchar (col + 32); 


\ 


“Getyn’” and “‘‘curpos’ are also appended to the file 
CLIBRARY.REL since they are so commonly used. Appending 
files to an existing library can be done by invoking LIB with 


- the command line: 


LIB CLIBRARY = getyn,curpos,CLIBRARY 


Remember, that the C source files must first be compiled with 


the -m2 option and then assembled with RMAC to produce 
REL type files required by LIB. [See Using C/80 on the Execu- 
tive, in the Dec. ‘84 FOGHORN | | 

_[ hope that the routines presented here have lustrated the 
beauty of separate compilation of modules and the efficiency 
of creating libraries inherent in the C language. Above all, | 
hope that these routines have been instructional and inspire 
you to incorporate them or modify them to enhance your own 


C libraries. 
seek ee & & 
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HARDWARE REVIEWS 


OZROM 1E 
by Ron Whittaker 


























Besides installing a fan in your 0-1, probably one of the best 
investments you can make for about $50 is to install an Ozrom 
1E. This new ROM chip makes your Ozzie look (and even 


sound) like a new machine. You will be able to throw out most, 


if not all, of those augment programs you’ve been using to 
Speed up your drives, blink the cursor, or assign new mean- 
ings to keys, etc.; and, in addition, get a half a dozen new, 
helpful embellishments that you probably never thought of. 

Most of the new features are accessible at any time through 
the use of a control+ shift prefix to a key. For example, you 
can switch “on” and “off” the cursor blink by holding down 
the control and shift keys and pushing the “C’’; and if you 
have an Osborne 80+ column upgrade you can instantly shift 
from 52 column to 80 column to 104 column by holding down 
the control and shift keys and pushing a “5,” an “8” ora “1.” 
while you are in a program. 


You can redefine any key on the board in either for a one- 
for-one key substitution, or you can redefine eight keys for up 


to 63 characters each. An interesting and helpful innovation in 
the Ozrom 1E is the “key-click’’ feature which (if desired) will 
provide a soft “churp’’ whenever a key is hit. This acts as an 
aural confirmation of each keystroke registered. Osborne’s 


Original idea of an internal clock was resurrected, improved — 


upon, and expanded into three time-keeping functions: a six 
digit clock which you can display in several places on the 
screen, a count-down timer, and a repeating-interval timer 
(maybe to remind you to save data every 20-min or So). 

You can speed up your drives (if they’l] take it) by cold boot- 
ing with the left or right arrow keys instead of starting out by 
hitting ‘‘return.” Or before that you can have the ROM do a 
complete memory check of your whole system by hitting the 
“tab” key first. Problem chips can be immediately identified. 
One of the most helpful features is a “print screen” option 
which will send almost anything on the screen directly to your 
printer. All you have to to is hold down the control and shift 
keys together with ‘‘P.” There is a “clear screen’ control to 
get rid of screen garbage at any time. Also, with the Ozrom 1E 
you can directly enter heretofore inaccessible ASCII keycodes 
such as 1Dh and 1Eh directly from the keyboard. 

The Ozrom also comes with a number of helpful programs; 
some to be used in conjunction with the new ROM features 
(like ‘“‘Memorize” which enters previously selected param- 
eters when cold booting), and some of the programs are just 
helpful, like the disk timing program. One program called 
“Crash” does just what the name suggests — Crashes the 
system! (| never needed help with this before.) The rationale 
here is that since the new ROM is supposedly much more 
“crash resistant,’ you need to know what the Ozrom 1E’s 
“controlled crash” looks like. (No longer will you be looking in 
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dismay as the screen fills up with garbage, both drives take off 
spinning, and the internal beeper goes into an interrupted 
wail.) The crash of Ozrom is much more dignified: only two 
lines at the top of the screen go wild.) There are some other 
significant aspects of the Ozrom 1E, but this gives you the ba- 
sic idea. 

Included with the ROM is rather well written documentation — 
which includes some modifications for WordStar (the most 
elegant ‘smoother scrolling’ program I’ve seen yet — but you 
should note that it does not work with the ‘improved printing” 
modification suggested in the new Drive C manual). There is a 
program for modifying the dBASE II function keys. 

The Ozrom 1E works just as the advertising says and most 
of the initial “‘problems”’ | had were later traced to my own er- 
rors in adapting my programs. There are a few limitations, 
however. It will not work with any 01 modification which de- 
pends on a new ROM (such as the non-Osborne 80-column 
screen upgrades), you will lose vertical scrolling via the arrow 
keys (did anyone ever use this anyway?), and you don’t have a 
pure IEEE-488 port, (but most printers, Drive C and the Trantor 


hard disk don’t need a true IEEE-488 port). 


| was not able to make the Ozrom 1E work with the new 
Drive C programs just released, (I lost cursor blink and was 
locked out of the important feature of being able to reassign 
the drive designations). After several hours of frustration, and 
by accident | loaded a disk with the old Drive C program, 
“C.com,’’ and found that it worked. Although the screen clock 
is a vast improvement over Osborne’s early attempt, is still not 
totally accurate and it tends to momentarily disappear when 
terminal data is entered. Finally, there is the problem of install- 
ing the Ozrom 1E chip, itself. If your 01 has not been modified 
with a Screen-Pac upgrade, it will be relatively simple: just pry 
up your old ROM on the motherboard and carefully slip in the 
Ozrom 1E. However, the Screen-Pac modification resulted ina 
“second story’ board just above the Osborne ROM chip. Two 
IC’s on the top board have 15 or 20 connector pins which have 
to be plugged into the bottom board. Accidentally bending one 
of these pins where it was not clearly visible or easily acces- 
sible could result in a nightmare getting the two boards mated 
up again. Micro Management, P.O. Box 165383, Irving, TX, 
75016, will install the Ozrom 1E for an extra $20. 

In summary, the Ozrom 1E is an ingeniously-designed up- 
grade which (with the exception of a fan) will probably rep- 


resent the best $50 investment you can make in your 01. 
*e# &#¢ & & & & 


The Nuevo Corporation 
Double Density Upgrade 


for the Osborne 1 
by G. Ron Brown 


When my friend asked me to install the Nuevo double den- 
sity upgrade on his recently acquired blue case Osborne 1, | 
jumped at the chance. After reading the ads for the last few 
months and following the letters and reviews on other similar 
products, | was curious about the quality and performance of 


cont. on page 33 


Page 2/ 








CALENDAR =. 


SS Se Se ee ee ae ae 


Under this heading you will find the listing of activities and events of Affiliated Member Organizations. Listings are the responsibility of the group’s 
officers. Officers must have corrections into FOG office by the first of the month prior to publication (December 1°' for the January issue). For a list of 
other groups, see “CONTACTS” in back issues starting January, 1983, or send a stamped, self-addressed envelope to the FOG offices. Please include 
a note with your geographical area. To verify the meeting date, .time, or location, call the number in the right hand column. 





Day Date City A.M.0. Time Address Contact No. 
1st Su Jan 6 Syracuse, NY 82-SOUP 4:00pm Location Varies — Confirm 315-471-1405 
1st M Jan 7 — Oberlin, OH 9-“Ob Os 7:30pm Rice Faculty Lounge, Oberlin College 216-775-8706 
Jan 7 Milwaukee, WI 22-MilwOG 7:00pm = Math Bldg. Rm E180, Univ. of W. M. 414-691-4241 
Jan 7 — Jackson, MS 58-MCPM 6:00pm R&D Center, 3825 Ridgewood Rd,, 5!" Fl Conf Rm. 601-366-0928 
Jan 7 — Menlo Park,CA 68-SMOG? 7:30pm Crane Place, 1331 Crane 415-325-2442 
Jan 7 ~~ Tacoma, WA 72-T0G 7:00pm Pierce Co. Library (Basement Mtg Rm) 404 Garfield So. 206-752-5582 
Jan 7 — Bloomington, IN 87-10U 7:30pm Indiana Univ, Jordon Hall, Room 440 812-339-4754 
Jan 7 Capetown, South Africa 96-COGSA 7:30pm  Meladata Solutions, Strand 55 02 1-25-6182 
Jan 7  Wiesbaden,Germany 24-AGOG 7:00pm Lindsey Air Station, Bld. A-24 Rm. 301 069-69-3218 
Jan 7 29 Palms, CA 114-HOG 6:00pm CONFIRM 619-368-6188 
18! Tu Jan 1 Oakwood, OH 79-DOUG 7:30pm —_‘ St. Paul’s Episcopal Church, Dixon Ave. 513-932-6990 
Jan 1 = Tempe, AZ 100-T0G 6:40pm — Tempe Public Library, Southern Ave @ Rural Rd 602-438-2731 
each Tu Jan 1 Superior, WI 118-DSO 7:30pm =: 915 Lincoin Street 715-394-6629 
1st W Jan 2 Stockton, CA 11-S0G 7:00pm = Allen’s Computerland 4343 Pacific Ave. 209-473-8440 
Jan 2 Sacramento, CA 61-S0G 7:00pm SMUD Training Bidg, 1708 59" St 916-422-3260 
Jan 2. Enid, OK 77-FOG/E 5:30pm 706 W. Maine 405-233-9103 
Jan 2 ~~ Rockford, IL 84-GROG 7:00pm CONFIRM 815-398-1280 
7 Jan 2  Wellington,New Zealand 109-CROG 7:30PM Compusales,75-77 Ghuznee St. 0064-4-791-172 
eachW Jan 2 ~ Elmonte, CA —-113- 5:00pm  Chadwick-Helmuth 4601 N. Arden Drive 818-575-6161 
1st Th Jan 3 Santa Clara, CA 1-15 FOG SV 7:30pm 5201 Patrick Henry Drive (loading dock entrance) 408-37 1-8699 
Jan 3 Denver, CO 4-D0G 7:00pm Clements Comm. Center 2°¢ Floor 1580 Yarrow 303-759-0359 
Jan 3 Dhahran, Saudi Arabia 33-DPoG 10:00am ARAMCO Mgmt Training Center 874-4798 
Jan 3  W. Lafayette, IN 34-HOG 7:00pm CONFIRM 317-743-5275 
Jan 3 Auckland, New Zealand 53-NZ0G 8:00pm Auckland University, Human Sciences Building 649-659-738 
Jan 3 santa Rosa, CA | 56-No. Bay FOG 7:00pm Valley Oak Park Rec Hall, 2600 Northcoast 707-546-0145 
Jan 3 Westmount, PQ 73-Microcozm 6:45pm Hillside Armoury, 3 Hillside Lane 514-849-7761 
Jan 3 ‘Nashville, TN 119-MidTOG 6:30pm 1228 16th Avenue So. 615-3271715 
each Th Jan 3 Orlando, FL 16-GOOUG 7:00pm Room 203 Orlando College, Lee Road 305-847-7031 
2nd Su Jan13 Miami, FL 26-GCOUG 1:30pm —_-F.|.U Tamiami Campus, Building DM, Room 100 305-251-7666 
Jan 13 Amarillo, TX 28-P0G 2:30pm Downtown Branch Amarillo Public Library 806-355-7509 
Jan13 Ketchikan, AK 89-KCPM 4:00pm 320 Bawden Suite 101 907-225-6476 
2nd Mi Jan 14 — Fresno, CA 35-FROG 7:00pm Village Computer Systems, 3081 W. Bullard 209-683-2252 
Jan 14 — Evansville, IN 46-E-OSBUG 6:30pm Oaklyn Branch Evansville Library, Oakhills & Lynch 812-479-5108 
Jan 14 Baton Rouge, LA 103-FLOG 7:00pm Johnson Equipment Co., 42644 Perkins Road 504-292-1880 
‘Jan 714 = Edmonton, Alb 45-KOG 7:30pm Alberta Vocational College, 10215 - 108 Street 403-459-0416 
Jan 14 ~~ Charlotte, NC - 71-LOGIC 7:30pm CONFIRM 104-377-1154 
Jan 14 — Calgary, Alta 94-COUG 7:30pm 931 - 32"4 Ave NE 403-297-6281 
Jan14 Paris, France 110-OUF 6:30pm Centre Malraux, 78 Bd Raspail 1-544-6216 
Jan 14 Canton, OH 44-AKCAN 7:00pm CONFIRM 216-477-8529 
Jan 14 ~—s Atlanta, GA 93-GROG 7:30pm Emory University, Chemistry Bldg. Ampitheater 404-422-6416 
Jan 14 = Memphis, TN 15-M0G 7:00pm = 34th FI., Clark Blug., Federal Express Conf. Rm 901-767-2350 
Continued next page 
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Date 


Jan 
Jan 
Jan 
Jan 
Jan 
Jan 
Jan 
Jan 
Jan 
Jan 
Jan 
Jan 
Jan 
Jan 
Jan 
Jan 
Jan 
Jan 
Jan 
Jan 
Jan 
Jan 10 
Jan 10 
Jan 10 
Jan 10 
Jan 10 
Jan 10 
Jan 10 
Jan 10 
Jan 10 
Jan 10 
Jan 10 
Jan 10 
Jan 11 
Jan 11 
Jan 11 
Jan 12 
Jan 12 
Jan 12 
Jan 12 
Jan 12 
Jan 21 
Jan 21 
Jan 21 
Jan 21 
Jan 21 
Jan 15 
Jan 15 
Jan 16 
Jan 16 
Jan 16 
Jan 16 


O;/mo;! oO} oO] oO] oO; OO] OO] OO] OO} OO] WO] O}] WO! CO] CO] CO} CO! CO! CO] CO} 


| City 


Des Moines, - 
Mill Valley, CA 
Lincoln, NE 

Santa Maria, CA 
London, Ont 
Albuquerque,NM 
Superior, WI 
Oakland, CA 
Vancouver, BC 
Danbury, CT 
Clayton, MO 
Oklahoma City, OK 
Cleveland, OH 
Athens, GA 

W. Hempstead, NY 


Johannesburg, So Africa 


Jacksonville, FL 
Ithaca, NY 
Tarrytown, NY 
Spokane, WA 

El Monte, CA 
Davis, CA 
Richland, WA 
Sioux City, IA 
Modesto, CA 
Medford, OR 

Ft. Lauderdale, FL 
St. Paul, MN 

Ft. Smith, AR 
Sitka, AK 
Huntsville, AL 
Maitland, FL 
Orlando, FL 
Salinas, CA 
Chatsworth, CA 
Lexington, MA 
Bangkok, Thailand 
Louisville, KY 
River Grove, IL 
Houston, TX 
West Point, PA 
Raleigh, NC 


East Wenatchee, WA 


Detroit, Ml 
Anchorage, AK 
Menlo Park, CA 
Cincinnati, OH 
Superior, WI 
Austin, TX 

Oak Ridge, TN 
Las Vegas, NV 
Humboldt, CA 
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12-Midwest FOG 


31-M0G 
39-Lincoln LOG 
42-SMOG 
95-LOG 
127-A0G 
118-DSO 
3-East Bay FOG 
17-VPCC 
40-D0G 
55-SLOG 
67-OKLOG 
75-COG | 
81-COG 
88-LION 
90-JOG 
98-JOUG 
101-FLOG 
104-W0G 
123-SMUG 
113- 
6-DOG 
19-TROG 
38-S0G 
48-Tule FOG 
54-RVOG 
91-FLOG 
111-TCOG 
23-AFOG 
83-BUG 
125-NAOUG 
20-CFLOG 
16-GOOUG 
5-MBAOCUG 
86-ONUG 
122-B0G 
36-CP/M BUG 
64-PCC 
80-CFOG 
108-CLOG 
121-PHROG 
8-ROCC 
10-W0G. 
14-DeFOG 
63-GLOB 
68-SMO0G? 
27-COG 
118-DSO 
7-AEIOU 
13-SMOG 
25-V0G 
29-HOG 


| Time 


7:00pm 


7:00pm 
7:30pm 
7:00pm 
7:30pm 
7:00pm 
7:30pm 
6:00pm 
7:30pm 
7:00pm 
7:00pm 
7:00pm 
7:00pm 
7:30pm 
7:30pm 
7:30pm 
7:00pm 
7:30pm 
7:00pm 
7:00pm 
5:00pm 
7:30pm 
7:00pm 
7:30pm 


7:30pm 
7:00pm 
7:00pm 
7:00pm 
7:30pm 
7:00pm 
7:00pm 
7:00pm 
7:00pm 
7:00pm 
7:30pm 
1:00pm 
1:00pm 
1:00pm 
9:00am 
9:30am 
7:30pm 
7:00pm 
7:30pm 
8:30pm 
7:30pm 
7:00pm 
7:30pm 
6:30pm 
7:30pm 
6:00pm 
7:00pm 


_ Address 


Yonker’s Merle Hay, Second Floor 

West America Bank, 64 East Blithedale 

Smith Curtis Bldg., NE Wesleyan Univ., 52°¢ & St. Paul 
Sears Savings Bank, 401 South Broadway 

Elborn College, Room 2116 

CONFIRM 

915 Lincoln Street 

B & B Electric, 2832 Ford Street 

Hastings Community Center, 3096 East Hastings 
Preferred Utilities Mfg, 11 South St 

Mid County Library, Central & MD 

3400 N.W. Grand Blvd 

United Way, 3100 Euclid Avenue 

Athens Federal Savings, Barnett Shoals Road 

Adelphi Univ Cont Ed Ctr, Eagle Ave 

Bank of Lisbon Bldg. 19th Floor 

JEA Bldg, 233 W. Duval Street 

Cornell Univ, 694 Uris Hall 

Tarrytown Public Library, N. Broadway 

Westminister Congregational Church, 4th & Washington 
Chadwick-Helmuth 4601 N. Arden Drive 

PG&E Warehouse Classroom L Street 

Richmond Public Library, Swift & Northgate 

Western lowa Tech., Room 508 

CONFIRM 

33 No. Central #306 

Harris Comp Sys, 2101 W. Cypress Creek 

Univ. of MN,St. Paul Campus Rm B-45 Classrm Off Bldg 
Lewis Paint and Supply, 4900 Wheeler Avenue 

Human Services Center, 207 Moller Dr. 

Madison County Court House, Jury Venire Rm 

Lake Faith Villas, Maitland Blvd 

Room 203 Orlando College, Lee Road 

Castroville Fire Station, Speegle & Pomber 

Wizard of OsZ, 9614 C Cozycroft Ave 

Honeywell Electro Optical Div, Route 2A 

Action Compters 5126 Saladaeng Road, Silom 

Univ. of Louisvile, Shelby Campus, Rm 202 Burhans Hall 
Liberal Arts Bldg, Triton College 

Gilruth Rec. Center, Johnson Space Center 

Merck, Sharp & Dome, Sumneytown Pike 

CONFIRM — Dreyfus Aud., Research Triangle Inst. 
211 Ridgemont Drive 

Ford Tech Center Cafeteria, 1700 Rotunda Dr, Dearborn 
Anchorage Comm. College, 2"¢ Floor — Bldg K 

Crane Place, 1331 Crane 

Central Trust Center 6th floor, 5th & Main Streets 

915 Lincoln Street 

Old Quarry Library off Far West Blvd. 

ECS 136 Fairbanks (OR 11505 Kingston Pike, Knoxville) 
Las Vegas Library, 1726 East Charleston 

Room 126 Science Bldg., Humboldt State 

Continued next page 
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Contact No. 
515-266-8764 
415-892-2713 
402-472-1392 
805-937-1128 
519-434-4842 
505-268-3606 | 
715-394-6629 
415-834-7897 
604-298-6990 
203-792-7959 
314-426-2401 
405-843-5925 
216-871-2532 
404-353-2127 
516-481-0129 
011-51-6304 
904-77 1-3427 
607-257-2030 
914-747-2110 
509-482-7989 
818-575-6161 
916-756-2967 
509-375-3258 
712-252-2182 
209-527-4684 
503-482-8646 
305-748-7237 
612-871-6076 
501-785-0820 
907-747-5372 | 
205-881-0377 
305-298-8576 
305-847-7031 
408-449-4021 
818-709-6202 
617-469-2414 
391-0963 x86 
502-423-0451 
312-654-0986 
713-554-4304 
215-648-5862 
919-782-9576 
509-884-3279 
313-422-0928 
907-345-0383 


419-326-2543 


913-232-4076 
715-394-6629 
912-282-7529 
615-482-7919 
702-452-2544 
707-445-2074 
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Day Date City A.M.0. Time Address Contact No. 
3d W Jan 16 Dunbar, WV 59-Valley FOG 6:30pm Dunbar Public Library 304-442-4487 
Jan 16 ~~ Walnut Creek, CA 60-Mt. DOG 7:00pm SF Federal, 1660 Olympic Blvd, Diablo Rm 415-254-8887 
Jan 16 Kaiserslautern, W. Ger. 62-FROG 7:00pm Vogelweh Recreation 49-637 1-52364 
Jan 16 ——«*Ft. Collins, CO 115-FTCOG 7:30pm _—(C..8.U., Gibbons Hall Rm. 201 303-226-4561 
eachW Jani6 El Monte, CA 113- 5:00pm Chadwick-Helmuth 4601 N. Arden Drive 818-575-6161 
3 Th Jan 17 — Santa Clara, CA 1-18' FOG SV 7:30pm 5201 Patrick Henry Drive (loading dock entrance) 408-371-8699 
Jan 17 Provo, UT 30-KAOS 8:00pm _Wiltec Research Co. 488 South 500 West 801-225-8293 
Jan 17 — College Station, TX 43-AGGNOG 5:30pm A&A Building, Texas A & M Univ. 409-845-5814 
Jan 17 ~~ Ann Arbor, MI 37-TOGA’ — 7:00pm Neuro Science Bldg. Univ. of MI, 1103 East Huron St 313-662-9026 
Jan 17 Tulsa, OK 51-OUT 7:00pm Micro Systems, 2010 South 68th East Ave 918-584-5610 
Jan 17 — Richmond, VA 52-CVOG 7:00pm Red Cross Bldg, 4" and Main 804-320-7775 
Jan 17 ‘St. Croix, VI 70-StCOUG 7:30pm —_— College of the Virgin Islands 809-773-7551 
Jan 17 ~~ Lemoyne, PA 92-MIDPOG 7:30pm One Stop Computer, 65 N. 5th St 117-732-2937 
Jan17 — Salt Lake City, UT 105-SMOG 6:00pm Master Mind Computers, 448 S. 400 E 801-268-2831 
Jan 17 = San Luis Obispo, CA 47-CCOG 7:00pm  TRW, 1050 Southwood Drive 805-466-831 1 
Jan17 Midway, WA 99-SKOG 7:30pm — Highline Comm. Coll, Gold Rm — Bldg 4 206-643-352 1 
each Th Jan17 — Orlando, FL 16-GOOUG 7:00pm Room 203 Orlando College, Lee Road 305-847-7031 
3m F Jan 18 Houston, TX 76-OUCH 7:30pm —_- Univ. Houston, 101 Farish Hall, KIVA Rm. (Use lot 13A off Cullen) 713-688-8149 
Jan 18 = Woodland Hills, CA 106-TUG: iwET 7:00pm CONFIRM 818-994-6567 
3" Sa Jan 19 — Kenai, AK 18-PenFOG 10:00am Room V111, Kenai Peninsula Comm. College 907-262-5801 
Jan 19 — Norfolk, VA 78-T0G 9:00am ECPI, 3661 East Virginia Beach 804-495-1596 
Jan 19 ~~ Lexington, KY 32-KOG 12:00n 2.13 Funkhouser Building, University of Kentucky 606-623-1884 
4th Su Jan27 ~— Amarillo, TX 28-POG 2:30pm Downtow Branch Amarillo Public Library 806-355-7509 
Jan 27 Pittsburgh, PA 50-TROG 2:30pm Mellon Science Building, Duquesne Univ. 412-456-3946 
lastSu Jan27 River Grove, IL 80-CFOG 1:00pm Liberal Arts Bldg, Triton College 312-654-0986 
4M Jan 28 Mill Valley, CA 31-M0G 6:30pm West America Bank, 64 East Blithedale 415-892-2713 
Jan28 Davenport, IA 102-QC0G 7:00pm CONFIRM 319-386-3484 
Jan 28 — High Point, NC 107-TROGIC 7:30pm — High Point College, Science Building, Basement 704-246-5929 
last M Jan 28 Hong Kong _ 116-HONG KOG 6:30pm May House, Private Function Rm. 20/F 852-5-8 171714 
Jan28 Toronto, Ont 120-0S-TOC 7:00pm Parkdale Public Library, 1303 Queen St. W. 416-977-9925 
4% Tu .Jan22 — Wichita, KS 21-OPEK 7:30pm — St. Paul's Methodist Church, 13th & Broadway 316-945-8389 
Jan 22 ~~ Greenville, SC 41-POGO 6:30pm _ __C. Douglas Wilson, 201 E. North Street 803-233-3434 
Jan22 St. Louis, MO 95-SLOG 7:00pm ——‘ Thornhill Library, 12863 Willowyck 314-426-2401 
Jan 22 ‘Kansas City, MO 97-MIZOG 7:00pm TWA Bldg, 13" & Baltimore 816-455-2824 
Jan 22 Burlington, MA 122-B0G 7:30pm ‘Mitre Corp., Route 62 617-469-2414 
last Tu Jan22 Santa Barbara, CA 69-OSBUG 7:30pm SB Planning Rm, 105 E. Anapamu St 805-687-854 1 
each Tu Jan22 Superior, WI 118-DSO 7:30pm 915 Lincoln Street 715-394-6629 
4th W Jan 23 Danbury, CT 40-D0G 7:00pm Preferred Utilities Mfg, 11 South St 203-792-7959 
Jan 23 Portland, OR 57-PMS 7:00pm —_ Bonneville Power Admin. Aud. 503-642-9692 
Jan23 Athens, GA 81-COG 7:30pm — Athens Federal Savings, Barnett Shoals Road 404-353-2127 
eachW Jan23 El Monte, CA 113- 5:00pm Chadwick-Helmuth 4601 N. Arden Drive 818-575-6161 
each Th Jan 24 Orlando, FL 16-GOOUG 7:00pm Room 203 Orlando College, Lee Road 305-847-7031 
alter Th Jan24 Maitland, FL 20-CFLOG 7:00pm Lake Faith Villas, Maitland Blvd 305-298-8576 
lastSa  Jan26 — Birmingham, AL 49-FAOUG 11:00am Michaels Restaurant, 20th St. & 8th Avenue South 205-669-4396 
each Tu Jan29 Superior, WI 118-DSO 7:30pm 915 Lincoln Street 715-394-6629 
eachW Jan30 ~— El Monte, CA 113- 5:00pm Chadwick-Helmuth 4601 N. Arden Drive 818-575-6161 
each Th = Jan31 Orlando, FL 16-GOOUG 7:00pm Room 203 Orlando College, Lee Road 305-847-7031 
last Th Jan31 ~~ Fargo, ND 117-0/KUG 7:00pm CONFIRM 701-232-5722 
Jan31 San Francisco, CA 2-SF FOG 7:00pm St. Aidan’s Church, Goldmine & Diamond Hgts. 419-334-2851 
Jan 31 Lancaster, PA 74-L0G 7:30pm. Fire Protection Sys, 1873 Lincoln Hwy East 717-898-8929 
Jan31 Albuquerque, NM 127-A0G 7:00pm CONFIRM 905-268-3606 
2222 ,CA 65-ENROBSO By arrangement only — CONFIRM 408-458-9047 
Continued next page a 
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Time 


Day Date City A.M.0. 
vaalee, Sierra Madre, CA 66-SMOG | 
2222 Jakarta, Indonesia 85-JOG 
222? Schweinfurt, W. Ger. 112-SWOG 
222? Hilo, HI 124-HIFOG 
2222 Charlottenlund, Denmark 126- 6:00pm 
MOVING? 
Please help the FOGHORN move with you. 
Send your membership number and new address to: 
First Osborne Group (FOG) 
P. 0. Box 3474 
Daly City, CA 94015-0474 
United States of America 
Number: 
Name: 
New address: 


Please write clearly and give FOG 4 weeks notice to ensure un- 

interrupted delivery. FOG cannot be responsible for 

undelivered FOGHORNs. 
® 


ADVERTISEMENT 


G2 Has Been Upgrading 
Osbome Computers For Over A Year. 


#2 @¢ & @ @ 


Address Contact No. 
By arrangement only — CONFIRM 818-355-8825 
By arrangement only — CONFIRM 021-333-880 


CONFIRM 09721-68064 
Shayne Enterprises, 180 Kinoole Street 808-935-8678 
45-1-631760 


CONFIRM 


Want Back Issues? 


Please refer to page 2 for information on obtaining back is- 
sue copies of the FOGHORN. We mainitain a complete inventory 
of all back issues and the information contained in them can 


save you hours of agravation! 
e¢e&e& & & 


Delivery Problems? 


Please refer to page 2 for the additional postage charges for 
First Class and non-U.S. delivery of the FOGHORN. FOG cannot 


be responsible for non delivery of copies sent bulk mail. 
e*# ek &@ &@ &@ & & 


ADVERTISEMENT 


__ Upgrades Include 
Outstanding Replacement ROM 


. The OZROM is a_e feature-packed replacement ROM 

y Up To 800K Per Drive that is inctuded with all G2 tipgrades. Features 
7 : incfude: blinking cursor,  keyclick, clock, 

| totally re-definable keyboard, immediate 
aster CCeSS 52-80-10 screen size switching, keyboard 
definable function keys (8), and memory test. 

All programmed within the ROM. No extra 


Compatible with DRIVE C 
TRANTOR JG CLOCK 


TOTAL TRACK-TO-. 


programs to run, 


Special Programs Include: 


G2 SYSTEM | TRACK PRE oe sk that 

vibe val = ACCESS TIME (installed) SETUP: INCLUDES BAUD RATE 

2x96 TPI 1560(K) G6msec $849 © BAUD RAnE” REVEL TK. 

96/48 TP 1160 Smsec $749 Keys AND WORE, 
X 45, vf msec 

Compare: 

“oo, a 20 msec 


Density 
_to order, call or write: 


...'snt it Tme You Got Yours? 


SYSTEMS DESIGN 


PO Box 330757 Fort Worth, TX 76163 817-293-3371 
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FOG FONES 


A Listing of the FOG RBBS-RCP/M Systems. 





Location 


Baud rate 


When in operation — 
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System number Phone number : Notes 
FOG #1 (415) 755-2030 FOG Office 300/1200 24 hrs/seven days 

FOG #2 (604) 596-0314 Vancouver, BC 300/1200 24 hrs/seven days 

FOG #3 (415) 992-8542 Daly City, CA 300/1200 24 hrs/seven days 

FOG #4 (415) 591-6259 Belmont, CA 300/1200 24 hrs/seven days 

FOG #5 (415) 424-1482 Palo Alto, CA 300/1200 24 hrs/seven days 

FOG #6 (Library) (415) 755-8315 FOG Office 300/1200 24 hrs/seven days Uploads Only 
FOG #10 (717) 657-8699 Harrisburg, PA —  300/1200 24hrs/seven days temporary # 
FOG #11(KAY"FOG) (415) 285-2687 SanFrancisco,CA 300/1200 24hrs/seven days 

FOG #12 (415) 851-7732 Woodside, CA 300 24 hrs/seven days 

FOG #13 (405) 848-5317 Oklahoma City, OK 300/1200 24 hrs/seven days 

FOG #14 © (217) 344-4032 Urbana, IL — 300/1200 24 hrs/seven days 

FOG #15 coming soon — wuypress, CA 300 3pm - 8am weekdays 

FOG #16 — (818) 988-0258 Van Nuys, CA 300/1200 24 hrs/seven days 

FOG #17 (602) 268-4474 Phoenix, AZ — 300/1200  24hrs/except Mon — 

FOG #18 (707) 557-4403 Vallejo, CA 300/1200 24hrs/sevendays — 

FOG #19 (818) 362-3690 Sylmar, CA 300/1200 6pm - 9am weekdays 

FOG #20 (813) 788-6515 Zephyrhills, FL 300/1200 /am-Spm/M-F; 24hs/S-S 

FOG #21 (908) 615274 Milton Keynes, England 300/multi 24 hrs/seven days” 

FOG #22 (817) 662-2487 Waco, TX 300 —as available 

FOG #23. coming soon: _ Nashville, TN 300 ~~ 5pm- 9am/seven days 

FOG #24 tan of 087) (502) 241-4109 Louisville, KY 300 == 7pm-7am/M-F; 24hrs/S-S 

FOG #25 (319) 326-3904 ° Davenport, IA — 300/1200  24hrs/seven days 

FOG #26 coming soon Mt. Clemens, MI 300 880022222222? 

FOG #27 comingsoon Athens, GA —-300/1200 — 24hrs/seven days 

FOG #28 coming soon So. Portland, ME — 300/ 1200 


x * Kk KX K KK x Ke K Ke RK Kk *% ew K K KX 


* Ke K K * OK * 


24hrs/seven days 


KOR OK Rk KR Kok OK OK OK OR OK 





NOTES: 


system #6 was established for the purpose of making it 


easier for the membership to make submissions to either the 
library or the FOGHORN. For this reason, only the FOG librar- 
ians and the FOGHORN editor (David Oates) will be able to 
download from the system. There will be no advance registra- 
tion needed for this system; even a first time caller will be able 
to upload to the system. You should read the WELCOME mes- 
sage and BULLETINS for full details. 

lf you have never uploaded to an RCP/M before, there are 
some help files on the system to guide you. When you see the 
A) , just type: HELP XMODEM > and select one of the options. 

The message system should ONLY be used to leave a mes- 
Sage describing what you have uploaded. You should not use 
it for messages to other members or for letters to the editor. It 
may however be used to report address changes or to resolve 


a 1 problem with your membership. . 
#2 2 &® & &2 2 
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Each system has a different user file. This means that each 
user must register with each system in order to have access to 
CP/M. There is no way to share user files since METAL as- 


signs a unique USER ID for each caller on each system. 


All of these systems will be in operation for the hours 
posted except as needed for maintenance. Where possible, 
the maintenance will be done during the less popular times. 
For this reason it will not normally be possible to upgrade a 
caller for access to the CP/M system during the weekends 
and evenings. Each caller should allow several days before 
expecting either access to the CP/M system or permission to 
enter messages. 

While every effort has been undertaken to have each of 
these systems identical to the others, there will be minor vari- 
ations due to hardware limitations and sysop interests. Only 
systems #1, #2, and #3 will have the entire mee on line at 


this time. 
2 2 &2 2 82 82 @ 
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cont. from page 27 
the Nuevo line. 

The order was Called in on Monday and received via UPS on 
Friday, unexpectedly good service for those of us “in the 
sticks.” The box was well packed and arrived with everything 
intact. 

After reading through the instructions and checking to be 
sure all the parts had been included, we headed for the work- 
bench. The instruction set is so well done and so complete, 
even those with no knowledge of mechanics or electronics 
need not hesitate to try this upgrade themselves. The good 
people at Nuevo walk you through each step and there are 
photo diagrams for orientation if the inside of your computer is 
a mystery to you. 

Before getting into the “innards” of Ozzie, the Nuevo folks 

give detailed instructions on changing the system tracks on 
your CP/M disk so it will recognize the presence of the double 
density capability. This was accomplished with no difficulty 
and we moved on to the removal of the covers. 
_ We started by removing the knobs for brightness and con- 
trast controls, then removed the six phillips head screws hold- 
ing on the front panel. After sliding the front panel off and 
Setting it aside, we carefully turned Ozzie over on his back and 
removed the five screws holding on the bottom cover. With the 
bottom off, the main board is easily removed by taking out four 
screws, tilting the board up, and unplugging the power sup- 
ply, disk drive, and monitor cables. 

At this point, the instructions emphasize the importance of 
observing the utmost care not to discharge any static from 
your body into the electronic components. We placed the 
board component side up on the anti-static packaging ma- 
terial. We gently removed the PROM from its socket, and re- 
placed it with the new PROM supplied by Nuevo. Removing 
two jumpers and plugging in the new double density board 
and its cable completed the installation, leaving only the 
reassembly of the board into the case and the cover ey 
ment to finish the job. 

Everything went so smoothly, there was no doubt of 
cess aS we powered up and heard the reassuring “beep” a 
Ozzie came to life. We were greeted by a new sign-on ae 
with the Nuevo logo and the invitation to insert a disk in drive 
A: and press return. 

All the standard software was tried, along with some that | 
had acquired for my double density machine, and not a prob- 
lem was noted. The utilities run just like the Osborne double 
density utilities, including COPY, FORMAT, and all the rest. In 
addition, many of the FOG library programs were run, again 
without a hitch. 

| recommend the Nuevo double density upgrade, without 
hesitation, as a quality unit with excellent instructions. The 
price is certainly reasonable at $150.00, and as a bonus, you 
can plug in any standard 5 1/4” drive when replacement time 
comes. This could save many dollars over the cost of an 
Osborne-specific drive. 

Nuevo also got my attention with the promise of double 
sided and quad density drives coming soon. How does 736K 


per drive sound?! 
*#e#ek&e & & & 
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SOFTWARE REVIEWS 


Media Master 
by E. P. Lukert, Jr. 


















































At home | have my Osborne and at work | use an IBM-PC. On 
both machines, my primary programs are WordStar and 
dBASE I]. When | first read Media Master’s advertisement that 
| could make my Osborne-1 IBM-PC compatible for $29.95 | 
had my doubts. However, for the price | thought it would be 
worth a try and ordered it. 

When the diskette and short 14 page documentation ar- 
rived | still had my doubts. However | carefully read the docu- 
mentation and made a back-up copy of the distribution 
diskette. My first attempt was to copy a WordStar document to 
a PC-DOS 2.0 diskette which | formatted using Media Master. 
With some trepidation | took it to the office to see if it would 
work on the IBM-PC. Wonders of wonders, it did! | could call it 
up on my IBM version of WordStar, edit, print, etc. just as if | 
had created it on the IBM. 

The next test came as a result of my inability to finish print- 
ing some dBASE I] management reports at the office. More or 
less in desperation, | copied my dBASE file and report form on 
an IBM single sided diskette. | brought it home, booted up Me- 
dia Master, and copied the dBASE files onto an Osborne 
formatted diskette. | then loaded my Osborne dBASE program 
and printed out all the reports on the Osborne and Diablo 
printer. | was becoming a believer in Media Master. 

My final test resulted from a necessity to write some dBASE 
Il programs for use in the office. About the only chance | have 
to write such programs in peace and quiet is at home. Orig- 
inally | had planned to write and debug the programs at home, 
print them out and key them in again at the office. However, 
with Media Master | was able to copy the completed programs 
from my Osborne diskette directly to an IBM PC-DOS 2.0 disk- 


- ette using Media Master. Again | took the diskette to the office 


and tried these programs. THEY WORKED with just one simple 
file extension modification (.CMD to .PGM)! | was a believer, 
and Media Master was the best $29.95 | had ever spent on 
software. 

To. use Media Master, you need an Osborne double-density 
or Executive. With Media Master, you can format and read 
some twenty-five different types of disks. | assume the pro- 
gram works for these other types as well as it did for IBM disk- 
ettes, but | have not had a chance to check any others. The 
documentation is short, clear, and simple. When loaded, Me- 
dia Master remains in memory and you can remove the Media 
Master diskette. In this way both the A and B drives are avail- 
able for use. The master menu includes COPY, PRINT DIREC- 
TORY, DISPLAY DIRECTORY, LOG IN A NEW DISKETTE, 
ERASE FILE(S), VERIFY ON WRITE TOGGLE, FORMAT A DISK, 


= 
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and EXIT TO CP/M. You could probably use this program 
without reading the documentation as long as you remem- 
bered to log in a strange format before trying to use it. In addi- 
tion, you must identify which drive you are addressing (either 
A or B). Wild cards are accepted, and Media Master will not 
allow you to make syntax errors--it will not recognize errors. 
The left arrow key can be used to erase entries. 

The document ‘‘READ.ME” on the distribution disk gives 
additional information on the program such as how to handle 
insufficient memory by using two other programs on the dis- 
tribution diskette. This additional information also points out 
that although most DATA file are completely compatible for 
use with Media Master, many PROGRAMS are not. For exam- 
ple, programs which are transferred from 16-bit machines will 
not run on the Osborne; however, most “generic” 8 bit CP/M 
programs will. This is an important point to remember. Also 
some software which is transferrable may require modifica- 
tion if there are peculiarities in the original implementation. | 
believe that some BASIC programs fall into this category. 

lf you want to use data from one of the computers listed in 
the Media Master advertisement with your DD Osborne 1 or 
Executive, Media Master may be the program for you. 

To order or get more information, write DG/SYSTEMS, 
23145 Bigler Street, Woodland Hills, CA 91364 or call 800- 
824-7888 (ask for operator 407). 


*¢ &¢ & & @ & 





STEM NOTES 

















Problems and Solutions 
for JUKI 6100 


Daisywheel Printer 
by Hanns Trostli 


Needing a letter quality printer | had to choose among the 
several excellent brands now available. | chose the Juki 6100 
Daisywheel Printer and am very happy with its quality and 
speed. 

Why Juki 6100? | live in Brazil and the restraint | had to 
consider was that the ribbon must be obtainable here. The 
Juki 6100 uses an IBM 82 cartridge which is pretty universal. 
Having made my choice for this reason | must say that there 
are other good points: the speed is 18 cps, 10/12/15 pitch 
and proportional spacing are available and the daisywheel 
has 100 characters, of which 94 are printable according to 
ASCII standards and therefore correspond to the Osborne 1 
keyboard while, 6 more are obtainable via ESCape codes. — 





ADVERTISEMENT 


ADVERTISEMENT 


AUTOsetup and EXECSeTup for your Osborne Computer 


The programs AUTOsetup and EXECSeTup were created as a result of the needs of their author, John Arcoleo of the New York 
Osborne User Group. These programs enable you to have multiple sets of user environments on one disk by allowing the user to con- 
figure his operating environment (all the parameters seen in SETUP.COM) and save several of these user environments to a disk file. 
The user can recall with one command that particular environment for a specific software program and autostart that program quickly. 
Also, these programs can be run from inside of Wordstar to change function keys. They are an absolute necessity for heavy function 


key users. 


AUTOsetup was created to handle the problems 
associated with double density and 80-column up- 
grades for the Osborne 1. It was difficult to 

place twenty function keys of two single density 
disks onto one double density disk. 


EXECSeTup handles the enhanced capabilities 
of the Executive computer’s CP/M 3.0 operating 
system regarding use of hard and RAM drives. 
Also, the program allows Dvorak typists easy 
redefinition of the Executive keyboard. 


Both AUTOsetup and EXECSeTup easily perform the following: 


— allow multiple sets of function keys on one disk 
— change WordStar & CP/M arrow keys definitions 
— change screen characteristics 


— display SETUP parameters to printer 
— reset the computer from the keyboard 
— show space available on drive 


Both AUTOsetup and EXECSeTup handle all these tasks easily. They are written in Z-80 assembly language and therefore are very 
fast in operation and use only 4k of disk space. These programs replace several existing programs for these functions, therefore saving 
disk space and time. Since they were designed specifically for the Osborne market, they are very user friendly. All options available 
are listed on a help menu. in addition, the programs are compatible with enhancements to your Osborne: Drive C, the popular RAM 
disk, is fully supported. When ordering, please state any hardware additions to your Osborne 1 or Executive computer. 

How much is AUTOsetup and EXECSeTup? Only $29.95 plus $5.00 shipping and handling; and they come with a 30 day money 
back guarantee. User groups should inquire about quantity discounts upto 50% on an order of as little as 12 copies! In addition, we 
believe this product is superior to any multi-function key program for the Osborne computers. If you enclose your distribution disk 
from ‘‘MANICKEY’’, deduct an additional $15.00 per disk enclosed. | 


COMING SOON FOR THE VIXEN! 
J & D Associates P. 0. Box 8504 


(NJ residents please include 6% sales tax) 


North Elizabeth Station 
(201) 351-6860 


Order from: Elizabeth, New Jersey 07208-8504 
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Installing everything has not been that easy. First | run into 
trouble with the cable.| ordered one from a specialized outfit in 
Manhattan and found out after my return to Brazil that it 
doesn’t work.Fortunately the cable | use with my Epson FX-80 
works very well (Centronics type). 

One of the great advantages of the daisywheel that comes 
with the Juki 6100 is that it provides the means to use all the 
accents that are used in Portuguese. Thus‘,‘,~, are all 
attainable via the Ozzie keyboard. Using the INSTALL program 
of WordStar | combined these characters with an automatic 
backspace (~H), so that the following character will fall under 
the accent. This is easy to do: change the value of locations 
0422 through 0425 from 00 to 27,60,5E and 7E respectively. 
Then type 00 at location 0426. (These locations can also be 
attained by AUTOBS: through AUTOBS+-4.) The two other 
characters | needed were the c cedilla and the diaeresis sign 
(two horizontal dots, as used for instance in the German um- 
laut). These can be printed by transmitting ‘ESC K”’ and “ESC 
J” respectively to the printer. How? My solution was to use 
HexPrintR, an excellent program which, when installed with 
WordStar, will make “~P°R1BH,4B°P°R print the sequence 
“ESC K’’. (Decimal numbers can also be used, in this case use 
“P*R27N,75° PR). 

But the accents didn’t work, until | corrected one step in the 
INSTALL program. The very clear Juki 164-page manual ex- 
plains the installation of WordStar 3.0 step by step. | use 
WordStar 2.26, but that wasn’t the cause of the trouble. The 
manual says to chose option “E”’ from the Printer Menu of 
Install,” Diablo 1640/etc. daisywheel printer’’. | finally found 
out that using option “B” (Backspacing Teletype-writer) was 
right and option ‘‘E’’ was wrong. Using option “E” | had se- 
rious problems with backspacing — The printer backspaced 
sometimes 1, sometimes 2 and sometimes even more spaces 
— and using the above sequence for the escape characters 
made the printer go haywire. 

Then | used the ManyKey program by CompuMagic to set 
up the SFKs in such a way that all the complicated sequences 
using HexPrintR and accents and common endings go over at 
one stroke. But! still had one complaint: all this clutters up my 
screen. Tne Portuguese word for “space” is “espaco” (with c 
cedilla however). These 6 letters show up on the screen as 15 
letters, though they count only as 11 letters, the print control 
Characters are not counted. But even this is too much and 
makes alignment of columns or right margins very difficult. 

| didn’t find any solution to this minor problem until | re- 
ceived SmartPrint Il. This outstanding program (to be used 
with SmartKey II) translates what is being sent to the printer. 
As most of you will have found out, the escape character (“[) 
can't be be put on the screen or into disk memory. But with 
omartKey Il | assign this character to another key (I am using 
the vertical bar, |) and assigned the sequence ESCape K to the 
backslash, \. Now, when | want to print c cedilla, | use \ which 
the printer interprets as ESCape K, and, presto, this character, 
used in Portuguese, French and Turkish, can be printed and so 
can other signs on the Juki daisywheel. 

For the umlaut, | use * and this is interpreted as ESCape J 
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plus backspace (“[J“H), so that the two horizontal dots are 
placed over the following vocal. The ESCape sign is used in 
several printer commands of the Juki, easy to do now with the 
Sign |. 

| now got used to SmartKey I! and SmartPrint Il and use 
both extensively. In fact, this has allowed me something | find 
sensational: as | use an Epson FX-80 and a Juki 6100 | have 
files written for the former with strange signs that the FX-80 
prints as Portuguese characters (see my letter published in 
the January 84 issue of FOG). Now | have a definition file for 
SmartPrint Il that translates these characters into characters 
for Juki and so have no trouble printing those files on both 
printers. 

Still another small problem remained. Using MailMerge and 
the variable prompt “.av’’, | have to type in what is called for. 
In that case the following happens: having programmed, as 
Said above, that immediately after an accent a backspace 
should be put in, this doesn’t work at that stage at all. My SFK 
#3 is programmed to print ‘“~Hao”’ and it thus appears wher- 
ever | used it in the edited text. However, at those .av prompts, 
SFK #3 reads ‘“ ao” whenever | print in that dim-colored writ- 
ing. In fact, | was unable to get the backspace character, “H, 
printed out. | 

The solution to this occurred only later to me. To get the 
backspace character printed out, one has to type “P first, so 
when typing “P°H you will get ~H on the screen and a 
backspace to the printer. The same solution is valid for getting 
the backspace character into the special function keys (SFKs). 

| hope that the above comments will be useful to all having 


similar problems. 
*#* &¢£ e# & & & 


Configure Your Printer 


for WordStar With EDFILE.COM 
by Jerry Boyce 


The use of the INSTALL.COM program for WordStar is a real 
pain to use and it is very easy to make a mistake when install- 
ing a printer or making other patches for modifying WordStar. 
Now EDFILE.COM on FOG/UTL.042 solves all of the problems 
as well as making it very easy to personalize all ASCII state- 
ments in the program as well as any other program you ‘have. 
You may even change MicroPro’s statement and serial no. to 
something more appropriate during the startup of the 
program. 

The following programs from the FOG Library were used to 
establish the various patch locations, WSTIPS.TXT, 
WSLABELS.DOC, WSPATCH.DOC, and WSPATCH. TXT as well 
as WSPROPOR.DOC for the relative width and locations for the 
printable characters to be used in PROPORTIONAL SPACING 
which the PRISM 80 will do. Additional help came from Thom 
Hogan’s article in the Dec. 1982 in the Portable Companion. 

EDFILE is an on screen editor in much the same way as if 
you were editing a normal WS text file. Unlike DU and DDT you 
are not working with a file that has been loaded into RAM and 


on 
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the changes are made to a memory location. EDFILE reads the 
disk and loads the file into a buffer the same as WS, then you 
make your changes and corrections and the file is saved to 
disk with a Control-W rather than the Control-KD. That’a fin- 
ished, you're ready to load the file and check out your 
changes. | 

The printouts used are actual printouts from the original 
WS disk as received with my Osborne. The printouts have 
been truncated to fit the normal 65 column printout. Normally 
the screen is the full 80 columns and contains the ASCII sec- 
tion. Changes to the file may be made in either section but 
since the printer codes are all entered in HEX we will work only 
with the left section. If you were making changes in the text 
part of the file it would be done in the right hand section so 
that the changes would be made directly from the keyboard 
without converting to the HEX value. 

The brackets around the HEX values were added only for 
this article and are not to be entered if you are making 
changes in your WS or any other file. These printouts were 
made using a Public Domain program named PRNSCR.COM 
written by Chris Hill. This permits you to printout or send to 
the disk any screen as long as you are able to return to CP/M 
without clearing the screen on exit. 

TABLE | is a listing of the most commonly changed values 
and the printer control locations in WS. The TABLE contains 
the LABEL NAME, LOCATION, number of POSITIONS that are 
available for change, the DEFAULT setting, and the new value. 

lf changes at IVON+2 and IVOFF+2 are made all half- 
intensity displays, such as marked blocks and WS menus, will 
be underlined. 


TABLE | — WordStar Locations and Default Settings 


em me ee we ee ce me i ee ee ee ee ee ee ee ee ee ee ee eee = 


LABEL {LOCATION!NO.OFiDEF-} NEW | 
| POS.1AULT: SET. | 

WID 0249H 1 50 = 80 COL, 80 = 128 COL 
IVON + 2 O286H 1 Underline ON 
IVOFF+ 2 028DH 1 28 6D ; Underline OFF 
DEL3 02D 1H 1 Increase menu delay 
ITHELP O360H set help level. 

0 = no help 
Start with INSERT mode OFF 
Word Wrap on. 00 = off 
Start with JUSTIFICATION 
off 
Om it page no's. 


ITITO0G = 0362H 1 FF 00 
INITWF 0385H 1 FF FF 
+1  0386H 1 ae 00 


ITPOPN 03D3H 1 00 FF 
BLDSTR  0691H 1 03 03 ; No. of strikes for BOLDFACE 
DBLSTR  O692H 1 02 O02 : No.of strikesforDBLSTRIKE 


The following codes are for the IDS PRISM 80 printer 


PALT O6B5H 5 00 01 1Ei 12 cpi Alternate Type 
PSTD O6BAH 00 01 1Di 10 cpi Standard Type 
ROLUP O6BFH 00 01 19; SUPERSCRIPT 

ROLDOW  O6C4H 00 01 14; SUBSCRIPT 

USR1 O6CSH 00 01 1Fi 16.8 cpi 


an om Mm 
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USRe O6CEH 00 01 10: Proportional Print ON 
USR3 O6D3H 00 01 06; i eS OFF 
USR4 O6D8H 00 | Not used 


00 01 011 Enhance ON 
00 01 02: Enhance OFF 
2D | Strike Out Char. ‘*-*° 
SF | Underline Char. ** °° 


RIBBON O6DDH 
RIBOFF O6E2H 
SOCHR 070BH 
ULCHR  070CH 


=_>_ > OF OH ON Mm 


Proportional print modifications are made at locations 
07D8H to 0837H. Get program WSPROPOR.DOC. 

Figure 1 contains location 0249H that controls the screen 
width. You will note that it is set for 80 columns with the 50H 
value. You would only change this if you wanted to operate 
within the 50 column screen (32H) or go to the 104 col. (68H) 
or the full 128 col. (80H) or somewhere in between. Therefore 
no changes were made as | wanted this program to operate at 
80 col. 


FIGURE 1 
LOCATIONS 0200H THRU 027FH. LOC. 0249H FOR COLUMN 
WIDTH 
(50 Hex = 80 col. 80 hex = 128 col. (max.)) 


File: WS.COM Record: 00002 (0002H) LOF: 00111 (006FH) 

00 01 02 03 04 05 06 07 08 09 OA OB OC OD OE OF 
0200 20 4C 69 73 74 20 4F 75 74 70 75 74 20 64 72 69 
0210 76 65 72 20 28 AC 53 54 3A 29 20 20 20 OF 00 1A 
0220 - 00 00 00 00 00 00 00 00 00 00 00 00 00 00 00 00 
0230 - 00 00 00 00 00 22 FF FF 81 38 FE 05 AA 34 00 00 
0240 00 00 00 00 00 00 18 50 18[50}02 1B 3D 00 00 00 
0250 - 00 00 00 00 00 00 00 00 00 00 00 00 00 00 20 20 
0260 00 00 00 00 00 00 C9 06 01 00 00 00 00 02 1B 54 
0270 - 00 00 00 00 02 1B S2 00 00 00 00 02 1B 45 00 00 


(Remember — DO NOT ATTEMPT TO ADD THE BRACKETS) 


FIGURE 2 contains the locations most often changed by WS 
users. There are others you might want to change as you read 
thru the DOC files mentioned above. You will have the loca- 
tions and changes that you may make without seriously 
affecting the program. FIGURE 2A contains the changes that | 
have made. 


FIGURE 2 
LOCATIONS 0300H THRU O3FFH 


File: WS.COM Record: 00004 (0004H) LOF: 00111 (Q06FH) 

00 01 02 03 04 05 06 07 08 09 OA OB OC OD OE OF 
0300 - 00 00 00 00 00 00 00 00 00 00 00 00 00 00 00 00 
0310 - 00 00 00 00 00 00 00 00 00 00 00 00 00 00 00 00 
0320 - 00 00 00 00 00 00 00 00 00 00 00 00 00 00 00 00 
0330 - 00 00 00 00 00 00 00 00 00 00 00 00 00 00 00 00 
0340 - 00 00 00 00 00 00 00 00 00 00 00 00 00 00 00 00 
0350 - 00 00 00 00 00 00 00 00 00 00 00 00 21 73 03 FF 
0360 -[O3]FF[FF]FF 00 00 08 42 10 02 08 03 18 00 08 02 
0370 - 10 00 08 08 40 00 08 02 10 00 08 00 OC OA 08 00 
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ADVERTISEMENT 


ADVERTISEMENT 


UXO NT ER 
GOOD NAME. 


MMe 


Every builder knows the value of a strong foundation. 
If you're an Osborne owner, you already know your Osborne 

is tried and proven. Now, you can combine your trusted founda- 

tion with our state-of-the-art products to create a truly powerful 

system. A system shaped to your needs. And your budget. 
We call it Drive C:. 


What is Drive C:? 

Drive C: is a RAM-disk that adds speed and storage capacity 
to your Osborne. It instantly improves SuperCalc, WordStar, 
dBASE Il and all your CP/M programs. 

Drive C: is a Print Buffer that lets you compute and print 
at the same time. 

Drive C: is powerful software like QuickPac that gets you 
up and running with a single keystroke, and Archive that stores 
the giant 376K files you can build on Drive C:. 

Built with hi-speed RAM chips and sophisticated electronics, 
Drive C: Is silent, reliable and fast. Perfectly tailored to fit your 
Osborne, Drive C: installs in seconds without any tools. 


Build big on an Osborne budget 

Any one of these single features is worth the low cost of Drive C:. 

But with Drive C: you get them ALL in one package for the 

same low cost. For either the Osborne | or the Executive. 
CompuMagic’s ManyKey is also included FREE with every 

384K Drive C:. 


Build your own system solution! 
Here's how it works. 

Start with the 192K Drive C:, our lowest cost building block. 
For more speed, power and capacity move up to the 384K unit. 


LE 


Next, add BackPac, our battery backup system, 
to make Drive C: work like an. ultra-fast, portable hard disk. 
Top it all off and add TurboPac. Our turbocharged. Trantor 


hard disk coupled with a huge |28K Print Buffer gives you up to 33 


Megabytes of superfast, reliable storage. You can even add a 5 
Megabyte cartridge disk system. 

And if one computer isn’t enough, check out our complete 
Osborne | and Executive systems. Efficiency, high-power and a 
remarkable low price are combined with the quality, service and 
support that thousands of Drive C: owners have come to rely on. 

For more information, send for our new, FREE catalog. Or 
give us a call at 415-652-3222. To order your Drive C: call TOLL 
FREE (800) 526-6500 (in CA (800) 831-3144) 


Start building on your Osborne's e 
Drive C: 


good name with our good name. 
1690 65th Street Emeryville, CA 94608 
Telex 756329 (DRIVE C UD) WU EASYLINK 62533500 





____ Yes! Send me complete information about the Drive C: 
Family of Products for Osborne computers. 


Name 


| 

| 

| 

| 

| 

| 

| Address 
7 City 

| 
| 
| 


Mail to: Drive C:, 1690 65th Street Emeryville, CA 94608 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
Se eS SL TES | re 
ee eR Rieti Tet hed hs) SA AR IR INE ree OE IK Mele eae RN al 


TRADEMARKS: Drive C:—Drive C:, QuickPac, Archive, BackPac, TurboPac/ Trantor Systems Ltd.— Trantor /OCC — Executive / CompuMagic — ManyKey / MicroPro —WordStar /Sorcim — SuperCalc/ 


Ashton Tate — dBASE II 


January, 1985 
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File: 


WS.COM Record: 00005 (0005H) LOF: 00111 (O06FH) 


00 01 02 03 04 05 06 07 08 09 OA OB OC OD OE OF 


eee ee ee —— a sd _—— -_—— -_— _— _—— _—— _— _—— —— ~_ — 


- File: WS.COM Record: 00005 (0005H) 


LOF: 00111 (QO6FH) 
00 01 02 03 04 05 06 07 08 09 OA OB OC OD OE OF 


— se — _ —_ — -_—_ — oer —_—— —— _— —_— ~— oe — —— — 


0380 - 40 03 00 00 00 FF [FE]FF 00 FF fF FF FF FF 01 00 | 0380 


| - 40 03 00 00 00 FF[OO]FF 00 FF FF FF FF FF 01 00 
0390 - 00 00 2E 00 2E OF FF 00 00 04 9E 03 A3 03 59 5B 0390 - 00 00 2E 00 2E OF FF 00 00 04.9E:-03. A3 03 59 5B 
 O3A0 - 5D 7B 7D 41 45 49 4F 55 00 00 00 00 2E 3A 2B cD 3 O3A0 - 5D 7B 7D 41 45 49 4F 55 00 00 00 00 2E 3A 2B 20 
-.03B0 - 4A 50 20 3C 4D 00 00 AD 2D 42 4B 00 00 00 30 31 : 03B0 - 4A 50 20 3C 4D 00 00 AD 2D 42 4B 00 00 00 30 31 
03C0 - 32 33 34 35 36 37 38 39 00 00 00 00 00 00 00.00 —03co - 32 33 34 35 36 37 38 39 00 00 00 00 00 00 00 00 
0300 - 00 00[00]00 FF FF 00 00 eC 22 00 26 26 CA CF 4F- 03D0 - 00 00 OO[FF]FF FF 00 00 2C 22 00 26 26 2A CF 4F 
03EO - 00 00 00 00.00 00 00 57 53 20 20 20 20 20 20 43 | O3E0 - 00°00 00 00 00 00 00 57 33 20 20 20 20 20 20 43 
O3FO - 


AF 4D 00 57 53 4D 53 47 53 20 20 4F 56 52 00 57 ‘| 03FO. - 4F 4) 00 57 53 4D 53 47 53 20 20 4F 56 52 00 57 


FIGURE 2A FIGURE 3 takes us to the real work we set out to do which i is 
| LOCATIONS 0300H THRU 03FFH to 0 conflaurs WS to our printer. All codes entered are for the 
Fille: WS.COM Record: 00004 (0004H) LOF: 00111 (OO6FH) PRISM 80 printer and you will have to determine what codes 

” S81 G2 03. 04-05-06'07 08°08 OA OB OC OD OE OF will be required for your particular printer. | don tenvy you if | 

: you are trying to set up an Epson printer. Unlike some other 
printers the PRISM 80 requires only one number for each oper- 
ation. Therefore the first entry is 01 where with other printers 
it could be up to 4 entries max. to set the printer since you only 
have 5 positions for your code entry. Figure 3A shows the 
cone entry made for the PRISM 80. 


: FIGURE 3 
~ LOCATIONS 0680H THRU 077F FOR PRINTER CONTROLS 


File: WS.COM Record: 00011 (000BH) LOF: 00111 (006FH) 
00 01 02 03 04 05 06 07 08 09 OA OB OC OD OE OF 

0680 - 10.06 1A 17 15 1B 00 00 00 00 00 00 00 00 01 02 
0690 - FF[03 02]00 00 00 02 OD OA 00 00 00 00 00 00 00 
0640 - 00 02.0D 00 00 00 00 00 00 00 00 00 00 00 00 01 
0680 - 08 00 00 00 D0[00 00 00 00 00 00 00 00 00 00 00 
UNI QUE-POWERFUL-NEW . 06CO - 00 00 00 00 00 00 00 00 00 00 00 00 00 00 00 00 
COMMUNIC ATION PROGRAM 06D0 - 00 00 00 00 00 00 00 00 00 00 00 00 00 00 00 00 
. Q6EO - 00 00 00 00 00 00 00 01 OD 00 00 00 00 00 00 00 
TEXCOM 06FO - 00 00 00 00 00 00 00 00 00 00 00 00 00 00 00 00 


FIGURE 3A 
LOCATIONS 0680H THRU O6FFH FOR PRINTER CONTROLS 


File: WS.COM Record: 00011 (000BH) LOF: 00111 (OO6FH) 
00 01 02 03 04 05 06 07 08 09 OA OB OC OD OE OF 


— oe, — —_ —— —— —— _—_—— -—— _—— _— —— — ~ —— _—— —— 


0300 - 00 00 00 00 00 00 00 00 00 00 00 00 00 000000 
0310 - 00 00 00 00 00 00 00 00 00 00 00 00 00000000 
0320 - 00 00 00 00 00 00 00 00 00 00 00 00 00 00 00 00 

0330 - 00 00 00 00 00.00 00 00 00 00 00 00 00 00 00 00 _~~ 
0340 - 00 00 00 00 00 00 00 00 00 00 00 00 00 00 00 00 
0350 - 00 00 00 00 00 00 00 00 00 00 00 00 21 73 03 FF 

0360 -[O0]FF[OO]FF 00 00 08 42 10 02 08 03 18 00 08 02 

0370 - 10 00 08 08 40 00 08 02 10 00 08 00 OC OA 08 00 


ADVERTISEMENT 


Control bulletin boards, bibi- 
lographic searches, %informa- 
tion retrievals, etc. with 
hands-off computer speed ope- 
rations. Routine communica- 
tions (up down loading, proto~ 0680 - 10 06 1A 17 15 1B 00 00 00 00 00 00 00 00 01 02 


col transfer) programmed once 0690 - FF 03 02 00 00 00 02 OD OA 00 00 00 00 00 00 00 
and then stored to be called | | o6a0 - 00 2 op 00 00 00 00 00 00 00 00 00 00 00 00 01 
whenever needed. {| 06BO - 08 00 00 00 00[01 1E]00 00 00[01 1D}00 00 cOL01 

| : O6CO - 19]00 00 0[01 14]00 00 00[01 1FJOO 00 OOTO1 10] 
60 communication commands that 06D0 - 00 00 00[01 06]00 00 00 00 00 00 00 d0[01 0100 
can be used from your console 06E0 - 00 O0[01 02]00 00 00 01 OD 00 00 00 00 00 00 00 
or placed in simple ascii text O6FO - 00 00 00 00 00 00 00 00 00 00 00 00 00 00 00 00 


within a file being sent. 


The PRISM 80 is a DOT MATRIX capable of proportional 
printing, so the code to enter this mode was entered in the 
USR2 & USR3 positions. Then *PE turns it on and “PR turns it 
off. In order to use proportional printing on any printer with 
WS you need to change the relative letter widths allocated in 
WS. The WSPROPOR.DOC file listed above gives you both the 
locations for each printable character and the suggested 


or Morrow (MD-2, MD-3). 

Inquiries or $120.00 to 
Box 63067, Rochester, Ml 
No credit card orders. 


For Osborne, Kaypro, 
Please specify model. 
Olmec Software P.O. 

48063-0067. 
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width for each. EDFILE makes it easy to make these changes. 
Mine works perfect now and | am able to take full advantage 
of all of the features of the PRISM 80. | hope yours works as 


well. 


*&*® @&# &# &@ & ® 


A Command Index With Examples 


COM FILE 
/ 


ASM 


BDLOC 
BM0300 
BSORT 


BYE 


CAT 


CAT1 
CAT2 


CAT-XREF 
CBAS 


CBAS 


CBAS 


COMPARE 


CRCK 


CRUN 


by Tom McCormick 


EXAMPLE COMMAND 


/ ASM FN.BBZ;LOAD B:FN 


ASM b:fn.BBP 


BDLOC 


BM0300 


BSORT 


BYE 


CAT *.BAS 
12/25/82 
CAT1B:F 


CAT2 


CAI-XREF 


CBAS fn $BEG 


CBAS fn $CF 


CBAS fn $BCG 


COMPARE fn.ft fn.ft 


CRCK C:*.* F 


CRUN fn 
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COMMENTS 


semi colon 
separates 


source/hex on 
B: & print 


locates page 
addr of your 
BDOS & CCP 

set Z89 modem 
port to 300 
baud 

input.fil out.fil 
prompts/fixed 
len 

command to 
log off remote 
CP/M 


*006 AS OF 


(options) 
creates 
NAMES.SUB 
for CAT2 
(FMAP) 

looks for 
NAMES.SUB 
on default 
(QCAT) 
creates .NDX 
from 
MAST.CAT 

no CRT, debug 
code, .PRN to 
disk 


no .INT, line 


printer listing 
no CRI, no 
NT, .PRN_ to 
disk 
byte-by-byte 
displays 

and write 
checksums to 
disk 

begin running 
fn. INT 
(CBASIC) 
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DESPOOL 


DIF 
DIF 
DUU 


ED 


ERA 


ERASE 


FILECOPY 
FILE-XT2 


FINDBAD 


FLAGS 


FLIP 


FLS 


FORMAT 


|/0-CAP 


LDIR 
LOAD 


LOOK 


MAC 


~ MAKE 


MBASIC 
MBOOT 
MDIR 
MLIST 
MODEM? 


MOVCPM 


DESPOOL 


toggles then 
CTL-F prompts 
filename 


DIF -e oldfn.ft newfn.ft >fn.difdsk file. 
DIF -e oldfn.ft newfn.ft + fn.difdsk&crt — 


DUU 


ED fn.ft 


ERA b:fn.ft 


ERASE b:*.BAS /I 


FILECOPY b:fn.ft 
FILE-XT2 


FINDBAD B: 


FLIP 


FLS C: B:*.2Q? 'USQ 


FORMAT B: 


|/0-CAP 


LDIR B:* .DOC 
LOAD b:fn 


LOOK 


MAC b:fn $AB HB SZ PZ 


MAKE [UNUSED.BAD 13 
MBASIC fn 


MBOOT b:fn.ft 
MDIR B: 
MLIST B:*.DOC 
MODEM? T 


MOVCPM 64 fn.ft 


a \ ie == ee sapere ter emer =o eet een = ment 


see separate 
doc, and be 
careful! 


(see .DOC and 
good luck) 
(erase 
unprotected 
file) 

ask before 
each one 


(1 drive, 1 file) 
all dir info on 
default dr 

lock out bad b: 
sectors (MAKE) 
to tag CP/M 
MP/M dir bits: 
see .DOC 

on RCPM’s: 15 
seconds chg 
ans/org 

usg all B:*?Q? 
to C: 

erase files and 
Start over 


Saves all dis- 
plays, see 
DOC 


displays 1st 
few lines 
makes .COM 
using b:fn.hex 
prompts 1-9 
byte hex 
search RAM 


ASM/.HEX on 
B: 
now in user 13 
begin execut- 
ing fn.bas 

ESC to begin 
transfer | 
list all files, all 


— user areas 


view or list all 
B:*.DOC 
directly —_ into 
terminal mode 
then use 
SYSGEN 


cont. on page 47 
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ADVERTISEMENT ADVERTISEMENT 


EXECUTIVE computer 
iIBM-PC compatible 


for only 620 Os! 


READ, WRITE and FORMAT more than 25 different 
types of disks (including IBM PC-DOS/MS-DOS) on 
your double-density neh eee or EXECUTIVE with 



























Now 
available 
for the IBM-PC 
75 formats 
just $39.95 








Are you tired of trying to find your routes software eckaae in Osborne® format? Would you like to 
use your Osborne generated Wordstar files, dBase Il data and SuperCalc files on the IBM-PC at work 
(and vice-versa)? Do you want to trade public domain software with a friend who owns a Kaypro? 


Then MEDIA MASTER is for you! 


MEDIA MASTER gives your double-density OSBORNE-1 or EXECUTIVE instant access to program and 
data files in over twenty-five disk formats including: 


Osborne SD & DD TRS-80 with Omikron CP/M Systel Il Xerox 820 | SD 
IBM PC-DOS 1.0 & up TRS-80 [11 w/Memory Merchant Heath 2100 Xerox 820 Ii DD 
IBM PC-DOS 2.0 & up TRS-80 IV with CP/M+ Heath w/Magnolia CP/M Zenith Z90 

IBM CP/M-86 Cromemco w/ int'l Term Ti Professional CP/M-86 DEC VT180 
Kaypro Il Cromemco CDOS SSSD Actrix NEC PC-8001A 
Morrow MD2 Cromemco CDOS SSDD Lobo Max-80 LNW-80 


Compatible with Nuevo upgrade. 
For a limited time only, MEDIA MASTER Is available for the low introductory price of just $29.95! 





A fully integrated graphics system for your 
OSBORNE-1 or EXECUTIVE computer at prices 
you won't believe! 


5BOARD™ is a full-screen graphics editor for your Osborne 
computer. Create graphic screens, save and recall them to 
and from disk, interface with Mbasic, Cbasic and assembly 
language programs. Printer drivers for virtually every dot-matrix 
and daisy-wheel printer are included at no additional charge. 





25GRAPH™ enables quick and easy creation of horizontal and 
vertical bar charts, pie charts and xy plots (scatter graphs) — 
both on-screen and on virtually every dot-matrix and daisy- 
wheel printer. OSGRAPH uses hand-entered data or reads 
numerical data from just about any source including dBase Il, 
SuperCalc, Mbasic and Wordstar files. It's easy and fun to use! = Only $29.95. 


Only $34.95. 
“SBRIEF™ produces electronic on-screen “slide-shows” with absolutely no programming 
required! OSBOARD and OSGRAPH files can be sequenced €asily using eleven special EMeee 
Only $24.95. 


Ali three programs rated “THUMBS UP” by INFOWORLD Magazine 


SPECIAL LIMITED TIME OFFER: Buy both OSBOARD AND OSGRAPH now and receive OSBRIEF freel 
Specify OSBORNE-1 (SD or DD) or EXECUTIVE version. 


RIN FORMATION: _ !nclude $3 per order for postage/handling. Overseas airmail add S10. 
pneer - ities aia California residents add 6% tax (LA County, add 6.5%). To place COD or credit card orders, 
Ca Call TOLL FREE 24 hours: 800-824-7888 (Ask for Operator 407) 


Alaska, Hawall: 800-824-7919 (Ask for Operator 407) 
Technical questions: call (818) 716-1655 


For more information, a free brochure (including sample printouts and a reprint of the INFOWORLD review), or 
to order, contact: — a 

















m—=a—— 23145 Bigler Street 
—=— Woodland Hills, CA 91364 



































All programs are also available for KAYPRO and DEC RAINBOW computers. Dealer inquiries invited. 
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cont. from page 39 


MUDIR 


NEWBAUD 


PASSWORD 


PIP 
PIP 


PIP 


REN 
RENAME 


SAVE 


oC 


SCRAMBLE 


oD 
SORT 
SORTV 


SSED 
9Q 


OTAT 


STAT 


OTAT 
STAT 
STAT 


STAT 


STAT 
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MUDIR B: list all files, all 
user areas 

NEWBAUD RCPM will de- 
tect your new 
baud 

PASSWORD fn.ft pw then you'll 
need pw 

PIP A:fn.ft=B:fn.ft(V] verify copying 

PIP B:=A:*.*[V] copy __every- 
thing to B: 

PIP B:=A:*.DOC[EV] show — while 
copying 

PIP B:FN.FT=A:F1,B:F2[V] combines ‘em 

PUT fn.ft hex-addr (any letter not 
G) loads 

PUT fn.obj C000 G loads and 
executes 

R B:fn.ft reads 24 lines 


pauses till key 
REN B:newfn.ft=oldfn.ft 1 file at a time 
RENAME B:*.OBJ=*.COM multi files 


| rename 
SAVE 0 B:-CATALOG.000 (see STAT, 
also) 
SC begin use of 
SUPERCALC 
(see .DOC) 
SCRAMBLE fn.ft (1-8 pw) 
overwrites 
orig! 
SD 0S*.* $AD all fn begin OS, 
all dr/users 
SORT INP=80,CR; SO=inp; 
OUT =in; KEY = #1,24; GO 
SORTV input.ft B:output.ft @, 
is (see .DOC) 
SSED old.fil <fil.dif >new.fil updates 
SQ C: B:*.doc sq all .doc on 
b: to c:*.dac 
STAT B: see space re- 
maining on B: 
STAT B:*.* (use 1/2 
record count 
for SAVE) 
STAT B: DSK: will — display 
| drive config. 
STAT B: $R/0 makes B: read 
only status 
STAT B: $R/W makes B: read 
or write status 
STAT VAL: see Current 
device 
assignments 
STAT B:*.ft $SYS hides from DIR 
listing 


STAT 
SUBGEN 
SUBMIT 
SUPERSUB 


SWEEP 


OYSGEN 


TOD 
TOS 


TYPESQ 


UNERA 
UNLOAD 
UNSPOOL 
UNSPOOL 


UNSPOOL 


WASH 
WHATSNEW 


WS 


XKILL 
XSUB 


XTYPE 


January, 1985 


STAT B:*.ft $DIR 


SUBGEN b:fn.ft options 
SUBMIT fn 
SWEEP 


SYSGEN 


TOD 
TOS 


TYPESQ b:fn.ft 


UNERA B:*.* 
UNLOAD fn.ft 100 


UNSPOOL b:fn.ft 


UNSPOOL b:fn.ft PAG 


UNSPOOL off off 


WASH 


WHATSNEW 


WS 


XKILL 


XSUB 


XTYPE b:fn.ft 


#2 &£ & & & & 


restores to DIR 
listable 

(see .DOC) 
uses _ fn.sub 
command list 
(nesting, 
interactive,etc. 
see .DOC) 
menu driven 
copy view era 
ren etc 

source is just 
- after 
MOVCPM 


time of day on 
systems with 
clock 

elapsed time 
you've been on 
system 
display sq file 
on CRT 


(maybe!...see _ 
.DOC) 

(.HEX from 
.COM) 

begins printing 
b:fn.ft 

new page after 
06 lines 
toggles 
unspooler off 


menu = driven 
tiny subset of © 
SWEEP 


~ tells ~ fn 


added / deleted 
since date 
begin use of 
WORDSTAR 


editor (see 
.DOC) 


in .SUB 
prompts for 


quit by choice 


1st command 
in .SUB (see 
DOC) 

display sq/not 
sq file on CRT 
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Stalking the Elusive 


SAVE Command 
by Jim Evey 


Despite the articles that have appeared in past FOGHORN s, | 
suspect confusion as to how to calculate the number of pages 
to SAVE after altering a program with DDT still exists. This al- 
gorithm is for those willing to remain confused if they can just 
find an easy method that works. 

Looking at the 4-digit hexidecimal number returned by DDT 
under the word “NEXT:”, | 


Multiply the decimal value of the leftmost digit by 16. Add 


the decimal value of the next digit. If both of the remaining 
two digits are zeros, subtract 1 (if they are not both zeros, 
ignore them). 


To illustrate: 


For WordStar (version 3.30), DDT returns 4600 under NEXT. 
4x 16 = 64.64 + 6 = 70. 70- 1 = 69 pages to SAVE. 


lf DDT returns a hex number like AEOF, convert hex A to 10 
and hex E to 14. 10 x 16 = 160. 160 + 14 = 174. Ignore the 


OF, SAVE 174 pages. Of course, if you expand the program 


(use memory above the “NEXT” location), you’ll have to deter- 
mine what the new “NEXT” location (next unused byte) is. 

At the risk of furthering the confusion, 1’ll try to explain why 
the algorithm works. The intelligent move may be to stop reading 
right here; I’m certainly not an expert mathematician, as my 
own method for hex arithmetic will attest. First, | use the chart 
(below) to convert the hex number to decimal. Then | work out 


the answer. Then (if necessary) | convert the answer back to 


hex. Then | burn some incense, sacrifice a pure white goat and 
proceed with the task. If problems develop, | fatten up another 
goat. 

Hex arithmetic doesn’t have to be difficult, it’s the helpful 
instructions that kill us off. Most solutions to the “SAVE” cal- 
culation, instruct by illustration and assume the reader knows 
the principles being illustrated. That eliminates me; | have 
trouble enough trying to figure out what the question is. So 
let's try a different approach. 

First let’s review the rules of CP/M and the SAVE command. 
CP/M “addresses” memory locations in hexidecimal, starting 
with location 0000 and ending with location FFFF. A CP/M 
“page” is 100h bytes, so each page begins at a memory ad- 
dress ending with 00. The first page, that is the “zero page,” 
which is generally referred to as the “base page, occupies 
memory locations 0000 through OOFF and is reserved for spe- 
cial CP/M (and DDT functions); transient programs are loaded 
above that page starting at the second page at memory ad- 
dress 100h. After loading a transient program, DDT returns 
the next available (unused) memory address (in hexidecimal) 
under the word “‘NEXT.” The SAVE command recognizes the 
existence of the base page, it wants to know how many CP/M 
pages above the base page it should save. The SAVE com- 
mand, however, must be instructed with a decimal number; 
after calculating the number of hexidecimal pages to save, we 


must convert that hex number to decimal for the SAVE com- 
mand. Finally, the SAVE command saves only full pages. 

There are two mathematical conventions that we all 
learned, and promptly forgot, which are crucial to the under- 
Standing of arithmetic in a base other than decimal. One is that 
the base itself is always expressed as 10 (no not ten, one 
zero). Thus, in binary, 2 = 10; in octal, 8 = 10; in decimal, 10 
= 10; in duodecimal, 12 = 10; in hexidecimal, 16 = 10, etc. 
And the base raised to any power is a multiple of 10; i.¢e., B? = 
100; B® = 1000, etc. Because of this, dividing by 10, or any 
multiple of 10, can be accomplished in any base by moving 
the decimal point of the dividend one column to the left for 
each zero in the divisor. 

The other is that the decimal value of a number of any base 
Can be expressed (reading from least to most significant digit 
— right to left)as n + nB + nB? + nB’ + nB*....etc. where n 
= the digit expressed at its decimal value and B = the base 
involved. — 7 

With that background, the arithmetic involved is simple and 
easy to understand. What if DDT returns a weird hex number 
like AEOF? Divide by 100h (move the decimal point two col- 
umns to the left) to get the number of CP/M pages occupied by 
the program and the CP/M base page; i.e., AEOF divided by 
100 = AE.OF. The hex A is in the second column from the 
right, that column has a decimal value of nB. n = A and the 
decimal value of hex A is 10. B = base, 16. 10 x 16 = 160. 


ADVERTISEMENT 


TAX SYS 8&4 
for the Osborne | 


An income tax program for ve 
1984 taxes due in April 1985, 


Federal Form 1040 and 
| Schedule A 


Does all computations, Has 
internal tax tables and schedules, 
Looks up and computes your tax or 
refund, 


Prints the 1040 and Schedule A 
figures which you copy to your 
form, Easy to correct or change 
figures, Simple to use, 


939. 
(Specify single or double density) 


Price 


Mount Vernon Business Systems 
P.O, Box 21 
Mount Vernon, VA 22121 
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The E is in the n column, add the decimal value of E, or 14. 160 
+ 14 = 174. The .OF is some fraction of a page — Who cares 
what fraction, we can’t SAVE a fraction of a page anyway — 
Add 1 to include it. 174 + 1 = 175. And subtract 1 for the 


‘base page. 175 - 1 = 174. Hey, we’ve been here before; add- 


ing 1 for the fractional page and subtracting 1 for the base 
page is the same as ignoring both the decimal fraction and the 
base page. Sy 7 

But, what if there is no decimal fraction? Use WordStar ver- 
sion 3.30 as an example. When WordStar is loaded, DDT re- 
turns 4600 under NEXT. 4600 divided by 100 = 46.00. 4 x 16 
= 64 + 6 = 70. There is no fractional page (.00 has no value 
in any base) so there’s nothing to add for a part page. But we 
have to subtract the base page; 70 - 1 = 69 pages to SAVE. 


And that’s really all there is to it. The algorithm is just a - 


shorthand statement of the process. 
| use a little chart to quickly pick up the decimal values of 
the ni6 and n columns: 


HE 6 0 Decimal Value ------ 

Digit niee + nie + nie + n 
0 0 0 0 0 
1 4096 256 16 1 
2 8192 512 3c 2 
3 12288 768 48 3 
4 16384 1024 64 4 
5 20480 1280 80 5 
6 24576 1536 96 6 
y 28672 1792 112 7 
8 32768 2048 128 8 
9 36864 2304 144 9 
A 40960 2560 160 10 
B 45056 2816 176 11 
C 49152 3072 192 42 
D 53248 3328 208 13 
E 57344 3584 ec4 14 
F 61440 3840 240 15 


The chart is also handy for other hexidecimal to decimal 
conversions. The decimal value of any hexidecimal number 
can be found by adding the decimal values shown for the hex 
digit in each column. For example: 3A4Ch = 12288 + 2560 
+ 64+ 12 = 14924d. 

Although it’s not quite as straightforward, the chart can 
also be used for converting decimal values to hexidecimal. To 
convert decimal to hex, start at the left column. Subtract the 
largest number (that will leave a positive or zero remainder) in 
that column from the decimal number, recording the hex 
equivalent (remember: zero is a number)..Subtract the largest 
number in the next column from the remainder, record the hex 
equivalent, and continue to work your way to the right. The 
hex equivalent of each the four decimal numbers subtracted, 
written in the order of subtraction, is the hex value. Example: 
decimal number 14607. 14607 - 12288 (3h) = 2319. 2319 - 
2304 (9h) = 15. 15 - 0 (Oh) = 15. 15 - 15 (Fh) = O. 
Hexidecimal value = 390F. | 

#ee28e8 &© 8 





On Third Year! 
- Personal Income Tax 
Software 


TAXPAD ’84 is a set of SUPERCALC™ 
templates for your OSBORNE™ computer. 














TAXPAD calculates all commonly used ee 


& schedules for personal income tax: 
FORM 1040, 1040A, 1040EZ - Individual Income Tax 
(plus ‘worksheets’ from tax instructions) 
Supporting Forms and Schedules: 
Schedules: A, B, C, D, E, G, R& RP, W 
Forms: 2106, 2119, 2441, 3903, 4562, 6251 





TAXPAD does all the logic and arithmetic: 


For example, when the IRS Schedule D says: 

“Tf line 19 shows a loss, enter one of the following amounts: 
(i) If line 7 is a zero or a net gain, enter 50% of line 19; 
(ii) If line 18 is zero or a net gain, enter line 19; or __ 
(iii) If line 7 and line 18 are net losses, enter amount on 

line 7 added to 50% of the amount on line 18”’ 


TAXPAD considers all the veriables, performs the math, 
and ‘enters’ the correct value. The user enters only ‘raw’ 
data from the keyboard, and TAXPAD does all the rest. 

















80 Column version available if requested: 
produces IRS approved Computer Generated Substitute 
Forms for all forms/schedules EXCEPT 1040, 1040A, 
1040EZ | 


TAXPAD ’84 Package 


Annual Revision Service Available-Current price $30.00 
Florida residents add 5% Sales Tax 
VISA/MC customers add 3% Service Charge 
Allow 2-3 weeks for personal checks to clear 
1984 Tax Year version shipped after 1/15/85 
Compatible with Single Density, Double Density, 
Regular or 80 Column Video, and Executive; 
all versions of SUPERCALC/SUPERCALC 2. 








Also available in other CP/M and MS-DOS formats for 
1-2-3, MultiPlan, VisiCalc, Perfect Calc, and Easy Calc. 


APPLICATION | 
ENGINEERING 


2238 Grey Fox Court 
Orange Park, FL 32073 
(904) 264-4619 






SUPERCALLC is a trademark of SORCIM Corporation 


TAXPAD is a trademark of Application Engineering 
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OSBORNE is a trademark of Osborne Computer Corporation 
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FINALLY. .. THELOGICAL DATA STORAGE SOLUTION 
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FOR YOUR OSBORNE 
COMPUTERS! 


. OSBORNE ONE 
. EXECUTIVE 
VIXEN 


Osborne is back and we are proud to be a part of the team. Through the use 
of our uniquely designed software and proven hardware we are able to offer a data 
storage subsystem that not only enhances but expands the capabilities of the 


entire Osborne computer family. 


OSBORNE 10mb SUBSYSTEM... . 


FEATURES: 


e Fastest accessing, most reliable hard disc 
storage system available in the market 
place today 


¢ 10 MB formatted (10.5 MB unformatted) 


e 1 yar FULL WARRANTY 
(parts & labor) 


¢ Impact resistant CARRYING CASE 
with cable and diskette storage compartment 


¢ Unit is INTERCHANGEABLE with 
VIXEN, EXECUTIVE & OCC-1_ 


models (systems must have upgrade 
installed) 


¢ Solid state host adapter printed circuit 
board 


¢ I/O and power cables included 
¢ Unit upgradable to 20Mb, 30Mb or 40Mb 
e System “AUTO BOOT” standard feature 


¢ Usable on all OCC-1 systems including 
units upgraded to double density and 
80 column 


¢ U.L. and F.C.C. APPROVED 
¢ ONLY 1K memory used for hard disc drivers 
¢ Fully integrated with original OCC software 


e “SETUP PROGRAM” is supported for 
hard disc operation 


¢ OSBORNE COMPUTER 
CORPORATION “approved accessory” 


— All prices quoted are subject to change without notification. 


ONLY $14952°* 


System Upgrade by DATAMASTERS 
consists of 


¢ Installation of Host Adapter Board and Cable 
¢ New A/C Power Panel 
¢ Complete System Cleaning 


¢ Total computer system diagnostic testing 
including hard disc, sub-system. (Fee of 
$22.95 charged to user for this service). 
TERMS: 
EXTENDED WARRANTY (through 
second year) $175.00 (optional). 
Additional Upgrade Kits $150.00 plus 
tax & shipping. Allow 2-4 weeks delivery 
upon receipt of your system or order. 
PAYMENT: Cash, check, VISA, 
MASTER CHARGE with order. Order 
your system from DATAMASTERS. 


* Prices quoted are in U.S. currency, does 
not include shipping or appropriate taxes. 


DATAMASTERS 


[-] YES, I want further information. 


[-] YES, I want to purchase my hard disc system! 





! 

! 

Name ! 

DATAMASTERS | 
675 E. BROKAW ROAD “24ress aaa aaa 
SAN JOSE, CA 95112 City __ | 
(408) 287-3370 we = | 
75. ——4 } 

Phone ( | 


DATAMASTER ALSO PROVIDES FULL REPAIR CAPABILITIES FOR OSBORNE PRODUCTS & ACCESSORIES 
All systems received by Datamasters for installation of the hard disc upgrade will be tested for operational fitness prior to the installation 
of the upgrade. Datamasters is not responsible for any damaged systems due to shipping or defective upgrades installed by any depot or 
company. If a system is validated, through Datamasters incoming inspection testing, to be defective or in need of repair, the user will be 
informed of the system status and appropriate action taken between Datamasters and the system user. 
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dBASE Ii — Start Up Program 
by Ed Johnson 





Here is a simple program you can use to set the default 
drive to B and enter some useful memory variables on start up. 
This program is for the Executive, but I'll describe some minor 
changes so it will run on the Osborne I. 

Type the following program using the MODIFY COMMAND 
in dBASE, or, your WordStar ‘‘N” non-document mode, call it 
START.CMD and save it to the dBASE II program disk that will 
go in drive A. Remember, the lines starting with the asterisk 


are not part of the program but are for your information when | 


editing. 


*A. START . CMD 
* SETS UP NORMAL DBASE PARAMETERS 

* AND USEFUL DEFAULTS. 

SET ECHO OFF 

SET TALK OFF 

_ SET DEFAULT TO B: 

~ ERASE 

? ‘*FILES ON DISK B: ARE... 

? 

LIST FILES LIKE *.* 

? 

RESTORE FROM A: ABREVS . MEM 

LIST MEMORY 

? 

? ‘RETURNING TO DBASE INTERACTIVE MODE’ ’ 
SET TALK ON 

CANCEL 


Now, before using the above command program, we will set 
up the ABREVS.MEM file of the memory variables that the 
START.CMD program calls up. First, start up your dBASE in 
drive A and at the entry command . (dot) type the following: 
(You will see dBASE echo your entry.) 


STORE “DISPLAY FILES LIKE *.*” TOD © 

STORE “DISPLAY ALL” TO DA > 

STORE “QUIT TO ‘A:DIR B:’,’A:SHOW B:”,’A:DBASE START’”’ TO DS 
2 

STORE “LIST” TOL © 

STORE “LIST STRUCTURE” TO LS > 

STORE “SKIP” TOS © 

STORE “COPY TO” T0 CT © 

SAVE TO A:ABREVS.MEM © 


Be sure you have DIR.COM and SHOW.COM (or comparable 
programs) on this dBASE disk as well or the &DS command in 


memory will not work. When you issue the command, am- 
persand DS (&DS) it stands for Directory/Show. This com- 
mand quits dBASE, gives the B drive directory and Show B: 
gives the space remaining, then starts dBASE and carrys out 
the Start command program. So, you can use it while working 
on your database to find out remaining disk space and be re- 
turned to the dBASE mode. 

Ifa date entry is important to you, change the store to mem- 
ory entry DS by deleting the word START and the &DS com- 
mand will return you to dBASE and wait for the date entry and 
©. Then just type DO START and your ready to go with the de- 
fault set and memory variables stored and listed. 

Now, to use it start dBASE in drive A with your database 
disk in B, and when the . (dot) appears, type DO START and 
your set. The memory variables will be visible at the start and 
you can view them later by giving the command LIST MEM- 
ORY. 

lf you have the Osborne 1, be sure to have XDIR.COM on 
your dBASE disk and substitute the following for the &DS en- 
try in the memory: 


STORE “QUIT TO ‘A:XDIR B:’,’A:DBASE START’ TO XDIR > 


You may want to change some of the memory variables but 
the &DS command is very helpful (&XDIR with the Osborne 1) 


and | hope this is of interest to some club members. 
*e 8 & &@ & & 


dBASE Modify Structure — 


An Easier Way 
by Carl S. Buchman 


In developing programs in dBASE Il, | often have to change 
the structure of a database file. And I’ve already got lots of 
data in it, naturally. Remember that the MODIFY STRUCTURE. 
command erases all data records, so you must go through a 
copy/modify/transfer process to accomplish this. But | have 
found a little simpler way to do it than the example given in the 
dBASE II manual. Compare the two: 


dBASE manual Short cut 

USE CHECKING USE CHECKING 

COPY TO WORK COPY TO WORK 

USE WORK MODIFY STRUCTURE 
MGDIFY STRUCTURE APPEND FROM WORK 
APPEND FROM CHECKING DELETE FILE WORK 
DELETE FILE CHECKING 


RENAME WORK TO CHECKING 


| think it is also easier to remember this method, thus sav- 
ing repeated checks in the manual for fear that you will lose all 


your work up to that point. 
#828 &@ & 2 & & 
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Applications Library Notes 


January 1985 
by Walt Beaudry 


-FOG/APP.050 

DIALER.COM and the included squeezed files DIALER.AQM 
and DIALER.DQC were submitted by Jim Schenkel. They are 
designed to work with the Hayes SmartModem, but should 
work with any Hayes compatible modem. It requires an exten- 
sion telephone on the same line as the modem. It is designed 
to dial phone numbers for use in making normal phone calls. It 
is not intended for use with telecommunications programs 
such as MODEM/. 

Complete instructions are given in the file DIALER.DQC. It 
would be best to print this file out first. Since it is a Squeezed 
file, you may print it out using NSWEEP205 or may unsqueeze 
it with any of Several programs. It is a WordStar file and may 
be printed out easily. 

A suggestion if you want to save it in a nice three ring 
binder. Load up the file and at the top of the first page type .P0 
13 and save the file. Load your printer with tractor feed paper 
and print out the odd number pages one ata time. This is done 
by using the START AT PAGE NUMBER and STOP AT PAGE 
NUMBER options in the print options section of WordStar. 


(EXAMPLE) | 
START AT PAGENUMBER _(1) 
STOP AFTER AT PAGE NUMBER (1) 


It requires you to select one page at a time but it will print 
out all the odd pages offset to the right margin. After the first 
printout you can bring the filename to the screen by entering 
“R when it asks for the name of the file to print. When the odd 
number pages are done, reload the file and replace the .PO 13 
with .PO 1. Resave the file. Reverse the tractor feed paper so it 
will print out on the back side and redo the printout, this time 
selecting the even pages. The result will be the instructions 
printed to the outside of the page away from the holes. It looks 
great and there is no worry about punching out some of the 
text when you punch the binder holes. 

DESK-DM.BAS and the companion files CALC-DM.BAS, 
DDISK-DM.BAS, IDENT-DM, INIT-DM.BAS are a very nice little 
desk manager program written in MBASIC. (The DM in the title 
stands for DESK MASTER.) There is no document file with it, 
but it is So simple to run that it almost doesn’t need one. One 
problem | discovered with it is that it uses file number 4 and 
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MBASIC doesn’t support this as a default. So to get the pro- 
gram to run properly set it up in the following way. 

Put MBASIC and the above files on one side on a disk. Set 
up one of your special function keys (using SETUP on the 
Osborne master disk) as follows. 


MBASIC /F:4. RUN “INIT-DM” 2 <ese> <ese> 


save this into the system tracks on the disk with the pro- 
grams on it. The /F:4 behind the filename will set up the pro- 
gram to handle files #1, #2, #3 and #4. Something | found 
out, the normal default in MBASIC is only through #3. 

Reboot the disk. Press ~(num) (whichever number you put 
the above command sequence in) and the program should 
load and bring up the original menu. First select the option to 
initialize the data disk. The data disk must be ANOTHER DISK 
and it must be in the DEFAULT DRIVE, which will require some 
disk swapping. The easiest way to do this is to use a “‘flippy” 
and put the data files on the back side of the program disk. 
Once the data files are set up the program will prompt you to 
change disks from Program to Data: and back again as 
needed. 

lf you get stuck somewhere, the <esc> key appears to re- 
turn you to the preceding step in every case, or else it returns 
you to the preceding menu. 


SUN ERISEMENT 


~ Newword 


WordStar® power at a 
|] OSBORNE | } 





MailMerge® price 
$100! 


HERE ARE SOME OF THE FEATURES YOU GET 
e Mergeprint is standard—including conditionals (if, 
then, else) 

Displays underline & bold on the screen 

Column mode—with a new column replace command! 
Unerase—delete a line by accident? Unerase it! 
Allows embedded ruler lines; changes margins 
automatically 

Microjustified printing on dot matrix printers 

Has 52 column menus 

Not available for single density 


ORDER NOW! 


SEND YOUR CHECK OR MONEY ORDER TO: 


° send $100 for Newword NAN 
© $3.00 shipping & handling 

e CA residents add sales tax 

e VISA/MC accepted 


OWNERS | 
ONLY | 











Newstar Software, Inc. 
1601 Oak Park Blvd. 
Pleasant Hill, CA 94523 
(415) 932-2526 


WordStar, MailMerge registered trademarks of MicroPro 
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To run this program on any other computer, the only thing 
that seems to require changing is the clear screen code. This 
is found in the program on line number 110. Simply change 
the 26 in the section of the line CL$ =CHR$(26) to whatever 
the clear screen code is for your particular equipment. Resave 
the program and everything should work great. 

The other file on the disk, DESK-DM.BQC is a squeezed ver- 
sion of the original program. As submitted, the program took 
up 26K of memory space and on a DD Osborne there is only 
27+ K of memory left after MBASIC is loaded. The result was 
that the computer was stopping every two or three entries to 
do a fre(0) command and the program ran very slowly. The 
working DESK-DM.BAS file has had most of the REM state- 
ments removed and now only takes up 20K. This seems to 
work very well. The program was very well annotated with 
REM statements and for anyone interested in how some of the 
features were accomplished, unsqueeze the backup file, 
rename it with the .BAS extension and list it. It can be 
unsqueezed with one of the SQ/USQ programs or 
NSWEEP205 or a later version of NSWEEP. 

If you encounter any problems or if you come up with some 
great changes to improve the performance of these programs, 


please contact the FOG offices and let us know about it. 
a a ee | 


ADVERTISEMENT 
LEADER SYSTEMS 


"No one can beat these prices" 


ACCOUNTING & TAX APPLICATION PROGRAMS DESIGNED & 
USED BY A C,P.A, FOR SMALL BUSINESSES & INDIVIDUALS 


GENERAL LEDGER PROGRAMS:<we still use all three> 

1. SUPERCALC EXECUTE FILES. Easy to Learn & use 

2, DBASEII COMMAND FILES. Powerful & fast 

3, SUPERCALC ENTRY, DBASEII PROCESSING. Uses parts 
of both 1. & 2. Requires switching back & forth 


"at $19.95 each you can afford to buy all three." 
KEEP YOUR OWN RECORDS & LEARN ACCOUNTING 


INDIVIDUAL INCOME TAX PROGRAM: (supercalc execute) 

4, 1984 FEDERAL INCOME TAX. Adds, sorts and posts 
your taxable transactions to Summary tax forms which 
include automatic computations. You copy directly 
to the same Line numbers on IRS forms. It prepares: 
1040 PG 1&2: SCH A,B,C,D,E,F,G,R/AP,SE,W,ES,2106, 
2119,2210, 2441 ,3468,3903, 4136, 4562, 4684, 4797, 4952, 
4972,5695 ,5884,6251 ,6252, 


ELIMINATE ERRORS & SUPPORT YOUR DEDUCTIONS 


Each application set includes instructions and is 
priced at $19.95 each plus $5 postage & handling for 
each order. Specify program no. (1,2,3,4) and either 
SD or DD Osborne disks. Save $15 postage & handling 
by ordering all four at one time. Mail check, money 
order, etc. to: 

LEADER SYSTEMS 

P.0.BOX 800276 

HOUSTON ,TX 77280-0276 
713/961-3710 
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Lobo MAX-80 Library Notes 


January 1985 
by Joel L. Seber 
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Hello again, MAX owners, enthusiasts, all FOG members, 
and any others reading this. It has been a busy month for me, 
but | did manage to put together four volumes of MAX software 
for you! This has been drawn completely from my private 
collection of MAX programs, etc., which | have been accumu- 
lating for the last year and half or so. | will be going into their 
contents in just a moment. 

First, however, | would once again like to ask for submis- 
sions from you, the readers. My private stock will last only for 
So long. | see maybe 5 to 8 more volumes from my stock (after 
getting some permissions as to inclusion). As of just after 
Thanksgiving, which is when this is being written, | have re- 
ceived no submissions from the FOG population (which is up 
to around 15,000, | understand). Come on, people! Help me 
out! Surely you have some MAX programs on you! 

To save duplication, | do have the MAXIMUL (the MAX-80 
User’s Group) Disk # 1, but that will hopefully be included 
next time. | also have some communications software from 
Hal Hostetler, such as Kermit and MEX, that will be in next 
month’s submissions. Thanks again, Hal! 

One other piece of business before we talk about the MAX 
disks. | was interviewed over the telephone recently by a 
magazine reporter, and | was asked about Lobo Drives Inter- 
national, the company that produces the MAX-80, filing Chap- 
ter 11. | told the reporter that Lobo was, as far as | knew, back 
on its feet with new management and doing business. This is 
true. However, | was misinformed as to the fact that Lobo had 
moved from Goleta, CA., to Los Angeles. The fact is, Lobo DID 
move, but to Santa Barbara, CA. | got the MAXLETTER (a news- 
letter from LOBO) one day later, and | tried in vain to reach the 
reporter to correct myself. Therefore, this is a blanket apology 
to Lobo and anyone who reads the aforementioned article (if 
my info. is included). | simply misunderstood my source, | fear. 
| will try to be more clear with the facts, next time. 

Now, to the business of the MAX library disks. 


-FOG/MAX.001 
TOPIC: Essential Programs 

This is the first disk in the Lobo MAX-80 series of FOG 
disks. As such, | chose to include two programs (along with 
complete libraries and documentation) which will be essential 
to all future MAX disks. 

NSWEEP.COM & NSWP207.LBR is the famous Dave Rand 
disk directory “sweep’’ program and its library. This program 
allows you to unsqueeze any files on the MAX disks which are 
squeezed (any file with a Q in the middle of its extention) such 
that they may be used normally under CP/M. Please note that 
NSWEEP will fast become your most-used utility, as it has 
some 25+ functions available in 12K!! To see the full docs, 
see NULU below. 

NULU.COM & NULU10.LBR is the new Library Utility pack- 
age which follows the famous Novosielski library protocol. 
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This program can process .LBR files such that you can extract 
any files bound into them. You see, a .LBR file is actually a 
collection of one or more smaller files bound into one file. This 
has the effect of taking up less directory space on a disk, and 
also less time up/downloading on RBBS systems. | again in- 
clude the .COM file and the .LBR file, which contains the doc 
files for NULU. The NULU.COM file supplied OUTSIDE the li- 
brary is configured especially for MAX; the one INSIDE the li- 
brary is the plain-vanilla version if you like to play around with 
.COM files with DDT. 

This is the FIRST disk you MAX folks should obtain, as all 
other disks will use these programs (or later versions thereof) 
to reduce storage requirements. 


-FOG/MAX.002 
TOPIC: Communications 

This disk contains three programs designed to help with 
communications on the MAX-80. 

BAUD.ASM is a short program to set the baud rate of either 
of the serial ports on the MAX. It is provided in source form. 

MDM?740.LBR is Irv Hoff’s version of the Modem / program 
originally developed by Ward Christiansen. This library con- 
tains the M7LO-1.ASM MAX-80 overlay for MDM740, and in- 
structions on putting the system together is found in that file 
and also in a doc file in the library. This is provided so that you 
can configure the program to your special needs. 

SETIO.LBR contains the program SETIO.ASM, which allows 
the user to set the serial ports (A and B) to any configuration 
that MAX allows. It is an extremely good program which is 
helpful quite often. The program source is self-documented. 


-FOG/MAX.003 
TOPIC: MAX RBBS p.1 & Misc. Utilities 

This disk contains part 1 of the files necessary to start your 
own RBBS (Remote Bulletin Board System) on your MAX, and 
to fill the rest of the space, some miscellaneous utility pro- 
grams of interest to MAXers. 

BYE3MAX.AQM is a squeezed file (see -FOG/MAX.001) 
which sets up your MAX to answer a phone and control incom- 
ing calls, access to your system, certain passwords, etc. It is 
an extremely important part of any RBBS, since you can't con- 
stantly be present to control the operation of your board. It 
should be self-documenting. 

F3740.LBR is a library file (see -FOG/MAX.001) which con- 
tains the source (!) to MAX’s XCOPY formatting program. It is 
public, and very well documented. It is very much worth tak- 
ing a look at. 

LOBO4.LBR is a library file (See -FOG/MAX.001) which con- 
tains four useful utility programs: 


REVERSE.COM and NORMAL.COM are files which change 
the programmable character set of MAX. REVERSE shows 
characters in INVERSE VIDEO instead of low intensity. 
Works SUPER with WordStar ®! NORMAL changes the set 
back to low intensity. 


LTIME.COM makes MAX an extremely expensive desk 
clock. 
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LOBOADR.DOC is a list of important addresses in MAX’s 
BIOS and memory mapped areas. Clears up some mysteries 
about how MAX functions and shows where you can make 
Changes to suit your needs. 


QC.COM is a MAX-dependent program which lets you do a 
Quick Copy of files from disk to disk. It buffers as much data 
in the TPA as possible in one read before sending the info. 
to the destination. Another of those utilities that you'll use 
every day. No doc file; just type QC ©, anda ?, and you will 
see a help listing. 


-FOG/MAX.004 
TOPIC: RBBS pt.2, Communications, Char Sets 

This disk contains Part 2 of the files you need to start your 
own MAX-80 RBBS. This part is continued from - 
FOG/MAX.003. The rest of the space is used to pass along an- 
other communications program and more ways to manipulate 
character sets. 

MAXRBBS.LBR is the library file (see -FOG/MAX.001) 
which contains the Bulletin Board program and documenta- 
tion. This program is written in MicroSoft ® BASIC and is bet- 
ter compiled, if you have a compiler. The Bulletin Board 
system controls the message system and entry to CP/M re- 
motely. This is the last installment of RBBS until further no- 
tice; | do not yet have XMODEM (file transfer program) 
configured for MAX, and that would be part 3. Hang in there, 
folks. If any of you have such a program, please submit it to 
FOG RBBS 6 or write to me care of FOG. | sure would like to see 
it! 

MCHRSETS.LBR is a library of routines and docs concern- 
ing the programmable character set of MAX. There is an 
example program included which lets you see how the author 
modified his own character set. 

RUSSIAN.LBR is a library of programs and docs which is a 
tutorial to Russian. What makes this library so interesting is 
that its programs modify the programmable character set of 
MAX to display Russian characters as you work. 

SMODEMX.COM is a deriative of the Christiansen Modem 7 
software specifically set up for a Hayes SmartModem and 
compatibles. It has no doc file, but is completely menu driven. 
You might look in MDM740.LBR (-FOG/MAX.002) for explana- 
tions of most commands in SMODEMX. | should say here that, 
if you stay away from modem-dependant routines such as DIS 
and CAL, you can use this program with most modems. | hope 
soon to have the source to SMODEM in a later MAX library 
disk. Look for it! 

Whew! | think that this is quite enough for one month. | still 
have not received any mail; if you have a question about MAX, 
| will try to answer it. | will admit here that | am not very hard- 
ware oriented; software is my strong point. If | cannot answer — 
your question, you will probably want to ask Lobo about it. 

In future articles, | will attempt to elaborate on MAX’s fea- 
tures, including two serial ports, parallel printer port, expan- 
sion port, multiple drive size capabilities, range of software, 
etc. Tell me what YOU want to hear about, and | will try to write 
about it. You can get in touch with me through the FOG RBBS 
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systems #1, #3, and #6, or by sending a letter to FOG (be 
sure it says ATTN: Joel Seber or MAX-80 Librarian or some- 
thing like that). You can also get to me through my own (with 
Bill George) Bulletin Board system, the Cookeville RIBBS. The 
number is (615) 528-5039. If you get nothing but rings, we 
have the board down doing some maintenance (we are still 
ironing out some bugs). We have just put up a whole new mes- 
sage system and are running under CP/M instead of TPM. We 
think our new board is much better than the old one. Give us a 
call and tell us where you heard of our board. 


See you next month, with a lot of new software!! 
*e* & & 8 R&R R F 


Games Library Notes 


January 1985 
by Bob Carter 


HAPPY NEW YEAR! 

By the time you read this, | will finally have done what! was 
supposed have done before. Make Games available to you. 
There will be at least five new disks in the library, numbers 18 
thru 23, and some are real neat. People have really been send- 
ing in games, and | have really been getting them ready for 
library disks. As | get the system down, my production rate 
should really improve. Right now, | have two computers going, 
so | can play the games on the Osborne, and use a Franklin to 
make my comments at the same time. Unfortunatly, | lost the 
instruction book for my Compac modem, so | have to use a 
KayPro 10 to transmit the disks to FOG. It really is fun to see all 
of the programming efforts from all of the members. | am sure 
they could have found a more knowledgable Games Librarian, 
but not many that would have as much fun as |. There are 
examples of a few games that are in the library already, but 
these versions are in CBASIC, and it is the first thing | have 
‘had exposure to in that language. There is a program that uses 
statistical info. to tell you how long you are going to live based 
on your answers to many questions. | have a German disk that 
has been driving me nuts because it is a .LBR file, and | 
haven’t figured out how to use it yet. There are more versions 
of the adventure games, and a lot of examples using the lim- 
ited graphics capabilities of the Osborne. | 

Just because | was temporarily behind the power curve, 
don’t think | don’t want more games in the library. | still would 
like to see. wider varities of games that use the Osborne and 
other CPM machines to make life easier and more enjoyable. | 
promise | will be finished processing all of the disks by the 
next issue, even if | don’t do anything else. | am getting the 


system down. There is light at the end of the tunnel. 
esekekk 8 2 RB 


Want Library Copies? 
Please refer to page 2 for information on obtaining copies of the 
disk library if you are unable to attend meetings of a local group. If 


you need a file in a hurry and have a modem, check the FOG FONES for 
the number of the FOG RBBS-RCP/M systems. 


22 @ @ & 8 & 


Televideo Library Notes 


January 1985 
by Pete Masterson 


For this, the first Televideo Library Notes column, here is a 
little background information about Televideo computers: 

Televideo manufactures ASCII terminals, 8-bit CP/M 
computers, 16-bit MS-DOS computers, and small multi-user 
systems. Of greatest interest (to this column) are the three 
Televideo 8-bit CP/M computers: The TS-802, TS-803, and 
the portable TPC |. The TS-802 is an expensive desktop unit 
intended for a heavy-use office environment. The TS-803 and 
TPC | are both of a newer design with extended graphics ca- 
pability and are more reasonably priced than the TS-802. All 
three use 360K double sided, double density disk drives. (You 
get ‘disk full’ errors if you try to put more than 64 files ona 
disk — Something most O71 single density users probably 
have never experienced!) 

lf you are still with me, the bad news is that we don't have 
anything for the Televideo section of the FQG library this 
month. We do have a version of MODEM/ for the TS-803 with- 
out documentation, so it hasn’t been “officially” placed into 
the library. We also have a MODEM/ version that is supposed 
to be able to be modified to run on the TS-802. Once we have 
everything modified, assembled, and tested; our first 
Televideo Library disk will be communication utilities. (Watch 
this space!) If anyone has a version of MODEM/ that already 
runs on the TS-802, we would be eternally grateful for a copy. 

This past month, we found that Micro Solutions, Inc., (125 
So. 4th St. DeKalb, Il), maker of Uniform has a version for the 
TS-803/TPC |. (Available for about $70 from Quest Software, 9 
N. Main St., Suite 100, Lombard, IL 60148 (312) 953-2099.) 
Uniform is also available for several other CP/M computers, if 
Media Master doesn’t solve your disk formating/exchange 
problems. A TS-802 version of Uniform is “in the works”’ and 
should be ready in a “couple of months”. 

Since the TS-802, which | have, is not 100% hardware 
compatible with the newer Televideo computers, | need a vol- 
unteer (or two) with a TS-803 and/or TPC | to help test FOG 
library programs. If you are interested, please leave me a mes- 
sage on FOG RCP/M #1 or drop a note to me care of the FOG 


office. 
2 28 kk Se RB 


Looking for a Local Group? 


For the name(s) of Affiliated Member Organization(s) or 
other group(s) nearest you, send a stamped, self-addressed 
envelope to: 

First Osborne Group (FOG) 
P.O. Box 3474 

Daly City, CA 94015-0474 

United States of America 


Join the Fun and Learn More!! 
kk 8 8 & BB 
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MM Computer Products and Gard Micro Systems 
#, would like to thank all of you who have been so supportive of the 


New Osborne Computer Corporation during the past year. It is 
because of you that we are all in business. 


Thank you, 


JMM Computer Products 
GARD Micro Systems 


COMPLETE SALES, SERVICE AND SUPPORT. 


Osborne 1’s ¢ Executives ° Hard Disks 
Software © Cabling ¢ Video Accessories 
Internal Hard Disk Systems 


You are one phone call away from 
complete sales and support! 





in the west in the east 


(206) 854-2844 (305) 847-9536 





























e are looking for Dealers! Please Call. 
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Miscellaneous Library Notes 


January 1985 
by Troy Soult 


-FOG/MIS.024 

This month, | am releasing only one disk with only two 
“orograms’’. One of the ‘‘programs’”’ is a large Christmas pic- 
ture (XMAS.PIC) of Santa and his sleigh. If you don’t get in 
time for this Christmas, make a note so that you can get it for 
next year. As with most pictures, this one was done with a text 
editor and thus is printable on any printer. If your printer is 
capable of using multi-colored ribbons or if you have several 
different colored ribbons, minor modification will allow you to 
print this in appropriate colors. On a wide carriage printer, it 
prints the full width of the paper. 

The other program, GOTHIC.COM, generates a large banner 
style sign. Perfect for creating signs, you must use a con- 
densed mode if you have a 9” carriage on your printer. A great 
tool for making annoucements silently. 

Please remember, disks can only be released when | have 
material for the disks. If you have taken the time to create a 
program or design a picture, there are other FOG members 


who have similar interests and who would enjoy your sharing. 
* 82 8 @2@ 8 & eS 
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Patch to Run MicroSoft Macro — 


Assembler on the Executive 
by Author Unkown 


The following patch is designed for use of the MicroSoft 
macro assembler on the Executive. It is only intended to be 
used by people who may mistakenly bought the Osborne 1 
BASCOM complier, which contains the macro assembler pro- 
gram, for use on an Executive computer. The following com- 
mands for the Executive should be run: 


1. A) SAVE ©; setup SAVE memory process 


2. A) SID M80.COM ©; patch M80.COM 
4F80,4F80,100,CFFF ; SID information 


3. A) F473B,475B,00 > 
4.#°C 


5. Enter filename M80.COM 
starting address 100 
Ending address 4F80 
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Executive Notes 


January 1985 
by Jim Switz 


It’s been a while since I’ve been able to sit down and tickle 
the plastics, as it were. Reality and the outside world can be 
mighty intrusive at times, and the monthly chit-chat has 
slipped. Fortunately, several talented folks have slipped into 
the breach with excellent contributions to the FOGHORN, which 
| certainly encourage. Although I’ve picked up quite a bit of 
experience with my ol’ Exec over the last year and a half or so, 
I’m by no means, the best or sole source of information about 
the machine. So, keep the articles coming! (How’s that for get- 
ting off the hook?) 

I’ve been doing this for just over a year now, and have en- 
joyed almost every minute of it (there were a few not-so-fun 
3:00 a.m. nights here and there; mostly my own doing). We 
Executive owners have come a long way over this period, with 
most of the more annoying hardware bugs and public-domain 
software shortages taken care of by now, fortunately. Since I’ll 
never admit to a shortage of inspiration (what kind of a media 
personality would | be if i did that?), I’ve decided a short ret- 
rospective on the past year’s doings would be useful to those 
of you who have joined the ranks of FOG members recently. 
Recently, I’ve noticed that some of the newer members are un- 
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aware that many of the problems they may be having with 
their Execs have long since been solved. Welcome, by the 
way, to you new folks. 

since | started my FOGHORN duties in December 1983, var- 
ious issues and problems have cropped up with the Executive. 
As with any new, complex device, this is really not too surpris- 
ing, but thanks to the efforts of many FOG members most of 
these problems have been quickly resolved. I’ve gone through 
back issues of the FOGHORN published over the last 14 
months, and have compiled the following summary from my 
old columns. I’m not pretending that this is all-inclusive (espe- 
Cially since many fine articles have been contributed by oth- 
ers), but | think I’ve managed to hit most of the high spots. I’ve 
put the issue dates in parentheses following each topic, since 
some of the topics mentioned here are too lengthy to cover 
sufficiently in a summary, and should be read in the original 
form. 

90, here we go (hardware stuff first, then software): 


OK, we al! know that the Achilles heel of the Executive has 
been its’ internal monitor. When it’s working correctly, | think 
the display is certainly acceptable, but the manufacturing pro- 
cess (by Zenith) seems to have been somewhat flawed. One 
problem manifests itself as a wavering or jittering in the dis- 
play, and can be attributed to two sources. A wavering motion 
(like a flag waving back and forth) can be greatly reduced or 
eliminated by modifying the fan circuitry. Three methods at 
least have been mentioned in the past; my personal favorite is 
to rewire the fan power lead to the center pin of the 13-pin 
connector on the power supply. 

A sharp jitter in the display, ranging from intermittent 
‘jumping’ to a complete collapse of the horizontal sweep, 
resulting in loss of picture, is due to problems within the mon- 
itor assembly itself. The video circuit board has been cold- 
soldered on every Executive I’ve worked on (several dozen 
units), that is, the solder connections did not reach a suffi- 
ciently high temperature to make a good electrical connection. 
Resoldering all connections on the video board (which can be 
done by anyone who knows which end of a soldering iron to 
hold on to) will generally cure the problem. In some cases, 
particularly with heavily-used Execs (such as mine) replace- 
ment of the horizontal oscillator transistor Q103, transistor 
model BU406, may be necessary if problems persist. I’ve also 
changed the original heat sink for a larger model, as the 
transistor in question seems to run very hot. (March, May, 
June, July) 


A small problem occasionally crops up with the keyboard, 
in that certain keys will not seem to work until struck several 
times, particularly the F and R keys. What seems to. be a 
permanent fix is to open the keyboard housing and disconnect 
the ground lead from the keyboard assembly. | did this long 
ago, with no apparent side-effects. (July) 


The external video port (the RCA connector) has given trou- 
ble with some monitors connected to it. A noticeable problem 
with many monitors is that dim characters are displayed 
much too dim compared to the normal intensity characters. 


This is fixed by changing resistor R15 on the logic board of 
your Exec. It’s presently 100 ohms, 1/4 watt; try changing it 
to 300-500 ohms or so (different monitors seem to like dif- 
ferent values). At the same time, you may wish to change R12 
from 470 to 220 ohms in order to improve control over the in- 
ternal monitor contrast. (April, June) 

Another difficulty is the tendency of the Executive to 
overscan (i.e. drop characters off the left or right side of the: 
screen) when connected to some external monitors. Aside 
from possibly adjusting the external monitor itself, no fix for 
this problem has yet been found, unfortunately. Hope springs 
eternal, however; we'll nail this one down eventually. 


The original release of the Exec’s ROM chip, version 1.2, 
would not allow a few software packages to operate correctly 
on the Exec, notably Borland’s Turbo Pascal and Mychess. 
The fix is to replace the ROM chip with the new release, ver- 
sion 1.21, which is available from Osborne or many Osborne 
dealers. (In the case of Turbo Pascal, a file called TPATCH in 
the FOG Executive library is available to get around the prob- 
lem.) Aside from problems with these pieces of software, no 
other ill effects have been noted with the original ROM. All 
Execs shipped since about June, 1984 have the new ROM re- 
lease (except some units sold at auction). 


Software Topics: 

The hot topic here is the bug found in the original BIOS re- 
lease, version 1.0, which manifested itself as a timeout prob- 
lem with many printers, in which the computer would stop 
printing and display the following message: 


BIOS error device PRNTR not ready, unassign this device (Y or N)? 


With some printers, answering either Y or N would allow the 
printing to finish, or at least continue for a while, but would 
Stop for good with many others. The problem was in the 
printer routines in the BIOS, and was fixed in a new release of 
the BIOS from Osborne, version 1.1. A new problem cropped 
up, however, in that the new version eliminated the ability to 
switch the alternate character set in and out with a~ TAB com- 
mand. A patch to repair this new bug was published in 
September; the repaired BIOS disk, with all known bugs fixed, 
is still available from OCC or through dealers. (March, June, 
September) | 

several of the more popular public-domain programs, such 
as DU and SWEEP, were either inoperable or partially func- 
tional on the Executive until folks had time to gain experience 
with the machine. The vast majority of these programs, 
including the two above, MODEM/, MEX and others are now 
quite at home on the Executive (we all knew it was only a mat- 
ter of time, right?). Essentially, all the good stuff I’m aware of 
is now available in the FOG Executive library, with two glaring 
exceptions, FINDBAD and UNERASE. The unerase function 
can be performed with DU, and DISKMANAGER from Trantor 
Systems (yes, you have to buy it, or get it with a Trantor hard 
disk) will perform the FINDBAD function, but if anyone knows 
of an operational version of either program, please send it 
along posthaste. 
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Two MBASIC graphic character strings, 9 and 27, are ig- 
nored by the Executive when called. Replacing these with 
calls to 137 and 155, respectively, will get around the prob- 
lem. No permanent fix has been reported to me. (March) 


The INSTALLS program supplied with SuperCalc on the 
Exec seems to have been an inoperative demo version re- 
leased by mistake, resulting in changes made not being saved 
to disk. Using the INSTALLS from either SuperCalc 2 or 
SuperCalc from the Osborne 1 will get around the problem, but 
| know of no corrected release from Sorcim. (May) 


When installing WordStar, inputting a + at the Installation 
Menu will take you off into the guts of WordStar’s patches, 
similar to patching under old versions of WordStar, such as 
that used on the Osborne 1. This is not a bug, but an undocu- 
mented “feature” you may find useful. If so, please let us all 
know. 


A few software packages will not run presently if the EXEC- 
T internal hard disk from Gard Micro Systems (reviewed in 
December 1984) is installed. Since there is no B floppy, Media 
Master will not work (although | routinely bang on 
DG/Systems, an EXEC-T version is not yet forthcoming). Also 
SmartKey from Heritage Software and ESBASE from JMM 
Enterprises will not run, due to conflicts with the new BIOS 
routines supplied with the EXEC-T. Theoretically, these should 
be fixable, but | know of no efforts to do the fixes at this time. 


I’ve poked, prodded, tweaked, soldered, cursed and Ca- 
ressed my Executive to within an inch of it’s life over the last 
year testing or designing the above fixes, and can vouch for 
their effectiveness. 

That’s it, | guess, for now. | may have overlooked some 
important points, so | advise new Exec-owning FOG members 
to purchase back issues of FOGHORN from November 83 or so 
to collect all the material submitted for the Executive. The 
Summary above is from the stuff I’ve written only; many ex- 
Cellent articles on varied topics have been contributed by oth- 
ers over the same time period. 

| hope this summary is useful to some of you; please recip- 
rocate and share your thoughts and discoveries with all of us 
via your own FOGHORN contributions. 

Oh, | almost forgot; HAPPY NEW YEAR! 
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Want to Advertise? 


Please refer to page 2 for information on advertising in the 
FOGHORN. Current rates, size limitations, and deadlines are al- 
ways listed there. For further information, call (415) 755- 
4140. 
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ADVERTISEMENT ADVERTISEMENT 


6 TRAINING PACKAGES FOR $18 


An $18 per year subscription to USER’S GUIDE magazine 
provides all the training you need to start using CP/M and 
MS-DOS systems (including the IBM Personal Computer). 


USER’S GUIDE magazine contains self-teaching tutorials and 
hands-on application notes that are specific enough to be useful 
in your applications. 


The editors of USER’S GUIDE evaluate software products 
while describing how to use them, providing you with the facts 
you need to make informed buying decisions. 








“So far I haven't found one [issue] that wasn’t worth more than what it 
costs. Recommended.” 






— Jerry Pournelle, Byte Dec. 1983 





USER’S GUIDE magazine features well written articles that 
help you get the most out of your computer investment. 
For example: 





e How to get more mileage out of popular MS-DOS and CP/M 
programs like WordStar® SuperCalc™ and dBASE II” 


e How to gain access to thousands of free programs in the public 
domain using a program called MODEM7. 


e How to recover data from a damaged disk. 
e How to set up and use a small business accounting system. 


Make your computer investment profitable for only $18 a year. 





O Send me six issues for $18, payment enclosed, or D Bill me $21. 
C Foreign (pre-paid): Canada & Mexico $22/six issues, overseas $40/six issues (airmail). 
We accept Visa and Mastercard. Phone: 415-851-4836 


Name 
Company 
Address 


User's Guide City, State, Zip 


THE MAGAZINE FOR IBM PC & CP/M SYSTEM USERS C Check if you do not want promotional mailings. 





rithihale aces alge Ce sete bh eee Make checks payable to: User’s Guide. Offer expires 7/31/84 
| I ernarondi. rrinti 7 

SuperCalc is a trademark of SORCIM Corp. Subscription Dept.: P.O. Box 3050, Stanford, CA 94305. 
ABASE II is a trademark of Ashton-late. Please allow 6-8 weeks for processing. 


User’s Guide is a trademark of TUG, Inc. 
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FOG MEMBER 


ANNOUNCEMENTS| 





For Sale 
| have the following new Osborne 01 parts for sale. 
TEK Keyboards $42.50 
Power supplies $12.50 
5’ Green Monitors $25.00 
Floppy Mechanisms $55.00 
Verfin Disc Drive 
Head Cleaner $ 5.00 
Book Holders $ 2.50 


Contact John Brewer 415-878-9098 evenings. 
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For Sale 


Novation Smart Cat 103, 300 baud, auto dial, auto answer 
modem. $125 or best offer. Bob Schwimmer, 129 E. Arlington 


Rd., Erie, PA 16509, (814) 866-3027. 
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With the availablity of Media Master from 
DG/Systems, most members do not need the more 
expensive UNIFORM. While the two programs are 
similar in purpose, there are some important dif- 
ferences. Media Master will work on the Executive, 
UNIFORM will not. UNIFORM is $40.00 more expen- 
sive than Media Master. 

If you are interested primarily in transferring data 
files from a non-CP/M 2.2 formatted disk, there is no 
difference in the method used by both programs. 
ONLY if you own a Morrow, KayPro, or double den- 
Sity Osborne 1 and want to edit a large volume of 
files on a disk formatted by another CP/M 2.2 sys- 
tem should you consider purchasing UNIFORM. This 
is because UNIFORM will allow your B: drive to emu- 
late the drive of the other system. You can then use 
WordStar, NSWEEP, PIP, etc. on the foreign disk. 

FOG will continue to carry UNIFORM because 
most dealers will not carry this software. When 
ordering UNIFORM, please be sure to indicate which 
format you have since UNIFORM is very machine 
dependant. UNIFORM is currently available for 
Osborne 1 (double density only), KayPro II, and Mor- 
row MD2 and MD3. You should order Media Master 
directly from DG/Systems. 
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SmartKey2 and SmartPrint2 are are now available 
for both CP/M 2.2 and CP/M 3.0 (CP/M+). If you 
have previously purchased these programs for your 


Executive, please return the complete package for a. 


full refund or an exchange. Be sure to specify which 
version you want. : 

The book Pocket Guide to WordStar by Tony Bove 
and Cheryl Rhodes is a must for anyone looking for 
assistance in using WordStar. The price is $7.25. 

One of the most popular items in the FOG inven- 
tory is the T-shirts with the FOG logo. These T-shirts 
are soft Osborne blue in color and are Hanes 100% 
cotton. They are cut large to allow for shrinkage. 
sizes available are small (34-36), medium (38-40), 
large (42-44), and X-large (46-48). The price is 
$8.00 each (two for $15.00) for members and $10.00 
each for non-members. Add $1.00 for shipping. 


Prices on the merchandise are as follows: 


SmartKey2 only ............... $89.95 
SmartPrint2 only ............... $49.95 
SmartKey2/SmartPrint2 ........ $129.95 
UNIFORM cree accu sesee es $69.95 


C tion 


dBASE For Sale 


New, unused, unregistered, dBASE II database manage- 
ment system for the Osborne 1. Includes documentation, reg- 
istration forms, tutorial disks, and ZIP. The price is $200, 
including up to two hours of telephone (or in person if you are 
located in Southern California) consultation to get you started. 
Call P. Long at (818) 969-3255 between 8-10 PM. 
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Please refer to page 2 for information about submitting ma- 
terial to the FOGHORN or to the disk library. 
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TSHIUNS: 264303 Seeneediceieded $8.00 

er Senn Tee ae 2 for $15.00 
WordStar Guide ................. $7.25 
6” X 4.5” fresnel screen enlarger ... $19.95 
LIBRARY DIRECTORY ..........-. $5.00 


“Best of Volume 1” ............ .. $5.00 


California members please add sales tax to the 
cost of any of these items. Overseas members 
should add first class airmail postage to the cost of 
any of the FOG merchandise. 

To order any of these items, please send your pay- 
ment to FOG, P. 0. Box 3474, Daly City, CA, 94015- 
0474. Please include your membership-account 
number. If shipment cannot be made, your check will 
be returned. We cannot sell the manuals separately. 

See page two of this (or any) issue for information 
On ordering back issues of the FOGHORN or copies of 
the disk library. You may combine payment for any 


_ of these items with the payment for back issues, li- 


brary disks, or membership fees. Doing so will save 


the staff considerable time. 
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The First Osborne Group (FOG) has been formed as a User’s Group for persons using or interested in portable computers and/or the CP/M disk operating system with 
related software. In December of 1984, there were over 15,000 members from around the world. Most attend meetings at over 300 locations. 

Computer systems owned or used by members include the Osborne 1 (single and double density), the Osborne Executive, all models of the Morrow MicroDecision, the Zorba, 
all models of the KayPro, the Televideo, the Micromate, the Lobo Max, the Osborne Vixen, and many others. Special interest groups being organized to augment a network of 
local group meetings include dBASE II, ham radio, Personal Pearl, etc. 

Dues in FOG are $24.00 per year. This entitles each member to a copy of the FOGHORN each month as well as access to the disk library and the RBBS-RCP/M network systems. 
Local group meetings are open to the public without charge although access to the disk library is restricted to the membership. The FOG library contains only software 
copyrighted for the public domain. Piracy (the copying of proprietary software) is strongly condemned. 

In the United States, the FOGHORN is normally mailed by non-profit bulk mail. (FOG is a corporation in the state of California and has obtained its non-profit, tax exempt status 
from both the state and federal governments.) For those who live out of the U.S., or those who prefer first class delivery of their FOGHORN, additional ae must be added to 
the annual dues. See the chart on page 2 for details. Page 2 also contains most membership information. 
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NAME: 
Company (if part of mailing address): 
ADDRESS: 
CITY: | | | 
STATE: SS ZIPor MAIL CODE: _______ COUNTRY: 
HOME & WORK PHONES: | , 
MEMBER OF WHICH LOCAL GROUP? 
COMPUTER TYPE? __ 
MODEM-TY PE? gcc Sac eo ee ice) “PRINTER TYPE? 
INTERESTS? __ 
send this completed application AND your payment to: FIRST OSBORNE GROUP 
P. 0. Box 3474 | 
Be sure to include any heehee postage surcharge. Daly City, CA 94015-0474 
Your membership card will be sent by ist class mail. United States of America 


Phone: (415) 755-4140 





